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WENLOCK TEAM MINISTRY 
Team         Revd Preb Matthew Stafford, The Rectory, New Road, Much Wenlock  TF13 6EQ 

Rector:         Tel: (01952) 727396     e-mail: wenlockrectory@btinternet.com 

Team Vicar:   Revd Lisa Harper (Rector of Apedale & Team Vicar of The Wenlock Team) 
   The Rectory, Hope Bowdler, Church Stretton  SY6 7DD    Tel: 07808 924223  
Team Curate:  Revd Sam Rigby, 3 Park Road, Much Wenlock TF13 6JH   Tel:  07437 523274 
 

Associate Priests:    Revd Canon Robert Bull email: robertdb8083@gmail.com 
  Revd David Janes (01952 727393) 

Readers:    Mr Paul Trenberth, The Old Rectory, Harley, SY5 6LP    (510547) 

Wenlock Herald Editor:  Mrs Eirwen Kinna.(01522 884664)  
   editor@wenlockherald.co.uk 

Wenlock Herald Treasurer: Mr Andrew Ramsay (01952 728106)  
   ajruk@live.co.uk 
    
Donations payable to  PCC Much Wenlock with Bourton or direct to the Bank account 00012460 Sort code 40 52 40      
Please specify the donation is for The Wenlock Herald. If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider gift aidðfor every 

Ã1 donated, we, as a charity, can claim an extra 25p from HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC)  
or see page 4 for QR code                            

MEMBERS OF CHURCHES WITHOUT A PLACE OF WORSHIP IN MUCH WENLOCK 
Much Wenlock Ecumenical Committee invites members of any Christian Church to united services and  
interdenominational events in the  Wenlock area.   Details  published in editions of  this  magazine.   
We hope that you will worship with us at local church services, in so far as your conscience permits. 

\ Berrington with Betton Strange \ Church Preen \ Cound \ Cressage \  Easthope \ Harley \ 

\ Hughley \ Kenley \ Sheinton \ Shipton \ Stanton Long \ Much Wenlock with Bourton \ 

Web  Team: www.wenlockchurches.co.uk 
Sites           Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock: www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 
                 Berrington: www.friendsofberringtonchurch.weebly.com  
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during on the following days, *except on St David, St Patrick and St Andrew Days  

                 when the appropriate flag will fly.   

CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 
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First Reading:  
Lamentations 1.1-6 
 
Psalm 137 
 
New Testament:  
2 Timothy 1.1-14 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 17.5-10  

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 29.1,4-7 
 
Psalm 66.1-11 
 
New Testament:  
2 Timothy 2.8-15 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 17.11-19  

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 31.27-34 
 
Psalm 119.97-104 
 
New Testament:  
2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.5 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 18.1-8  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 45.22-25 
 
Psalm  119.129-136 
 
New Testament:  
Romans 15.1-6 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 4.16-24  

First Reading:  
Daniel 7.1-3,15-18 
 
Psalm 149 
 
New Testament:  
Ephesians 1.11-23 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 6.20-31  

5th October   Harvest Thanksgiving 
1st November   All Saints Day 

http://www.wenlockchurches.co.uk
http://www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk
http://www.friendsofberringtonchurch.weebly.com
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CLERGY LETTER  

CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

By the time you read this monthôs letter I shall be preparing for Jury Service. I initially groaned when I first 

received the letter from HM Courts and Tribunal Service and whispered politely under my breath, óI could 

really do without this.ô  

 

Then I turned on my TV and saw the scenes in Gaza and the disappointing meeting between the President 

of Russia and the USA and then thought to myself how important the Rule of Law is and how it must never 

be taken for granted in this country.  

 

I am currently making my way through a book entitled God is an Englishman Christianity and the Creation of 

England. The author Bijan Omrani writes in his Forward: 

Christianity in England is in decline. Congregations are dwindling and ever fewer younger people believe. 

Should we merely shrug our shoulders and accept this inevitable and even healthy, or is something I 

mportant being lost?  

As I continue to read the chapters the author shows how religion that has been part of our national story for 

over 1700 years was instrumental in the creation and development of the English nation, its codes of law 

and morality, and its structures of government and kingship. He demonstrates its profound cultural impact, in 

areas ranging from art and literature to our landscape and the structures of everyday life and language. Its 

influence, he contends has been enormous, largely benign, and shouldnôt be lightly abandoned.  

 

The nearest we get to a written Constitution in this country is the Magna Carta written in June 1215. Stephen 

Longton Archbishop of Canterbury who helped to draft this document (which still remains valid in English 

law) in conjunction with King Johnôs Royal Court and Officials believed that this was a symbolic covenant 

between God, King and people ensuring that that the king himself abided by the law.  

 

We know that our Law Courts and Judiciary are under a great deal of strain at present, under resourced, 

those patiently seeking justice often feeling frustrated. All these things make it more important than ever to 

appreciate the history of law and governance in this country, remembering those in positions of authority, 

that they would direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace, that society would honour 

one another and seek the common good.  

 

So, as I prepare for Jury Service in the coming days, I am reminded of those profound words of  

GK Chesterton who once wrote: 

ñOur civilization has decided, and very justly decided, that determining the guilt or innocence of men is a 

thing too important to be trusted to trained men. It wishes for light upon that awful matter, it asks men who 

know no more law than I know, but who can feel the thing that I felt in that jury box. When it wants a library 

catalogued, or the solar system discovered, or any trifle of that kind, it uses up its specialists. But when it 

wishes anything done which is really serious, it collects twelve of the ordinary men standing round. The 

same thing was done, if I remember right, by the Founder of Christianity.ò 

 

With my prayerful good wishes. 

Matthew Stafford 

(The Reverend Prebendary)  
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The Catholic Community 
in Much Wenlock 

 
                
 

Please contact Elizabeth Sutherland 
01952 727 548 for Dates of  

Mass celebrations  
at the Priory Hall at 3pm  
when all are welcome, 

 

Tea/coffee afterwards 
 

 
The Catholic parish priest: 
 Fr Iain Griffiths, St Johnôs,  

13 Northgate, Bridgnorth  WV16 4ER 
01746 762348 iaingriffiths@hotmail.com  

 
Much Wenlock Ecclesiastical Charity 

 

A Grant Making Charity Supporting the Community of 
Much Wenlock with faith, hope and love. 

 
If you or your organisation would like to discuss to 
see if you meet the criteria or apply please write to: 
The Rectory, New Road, Much Wenlock TF13 6EQ  
Or Email: mwec@muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 

 
Application Forms can be downloaded from: 

www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 
 

Applications for consideration in 2025 need to be 
received by the following date: 

 

The Prayer Board  
in Holy Trinity Church  

 

    is open to all who want to write their  
requests or express their gratitude. 
The meetings to read these prayers 
takes place at 10.a m on  Monday 

 mornings in the Lady Chapel. 
 
 All are welcome.                 

Beryl  Bull 01952 727427 

FROM THE TEAM REGISTERS 

          Amelia Grace SHARPE (Harley)            Felix William Clement JAMES (Bourton)  
              

Through the waters of baptism, may all be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit 

Daphne Christine Broadhurst (MW)    Robert John McPhee (MW)  
Pamela Jean Coli (Cound)                 Joseph (Joe) HUGHES (Harley)                                      
Carol Ann Wilkinson (MW) 

 
Rest eternal grant unto them  O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them 

MARRIAGE:    

Minister: Rev Nik Wooler 07732 263838 

Bless marriages, we pray, and walk beside them, through all their life together  

1st October 
12.00pm at Holy Trinity Church  
A small group of us meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month, at 12 noon 
in Holy Trinity Church, to give thanks 
for creation and to share our anxieties 

and concerns about the climate emergency.   We 
use the very moving and inspirational liturgy and the 
monthly news items published by Pray and Fast for 
the  
Climate. We are a very friendly group and we feel 
supporting each other is very important in this  
difficult time.   Everyone is welcome. 
 
 
 

For anymore information please contact  
Gill Davis, 01952 727524,  gillvdavis@gmail.com. 

Pray 
and 
Share 
for the 
Climate 

BAPTISM:   

MUCH 
WENLOCK 

If you wish to give a donation no matter how 
small or large to assist in covering the cost 
of production, you may consider donating 
annually towards the cost of your copy each 

month.  Or maybe sponsor the  
coloured front page, be you an individual, 

society or business.     
Please contact the editor or treasurer  

(details on inside cover) 

FUNERAL: 

We are registered with  
the Parish Giving  
Scheme which allows  
you to give to this  
Parish securely and  
safely online.  The QR  
code can direct you to  
our parish page for  
setting up a Regular  
direct debit or a One Off Gift.  
Please click 'Regular Giving'  
to set up a monthly, quarterly, or annual  
Direct Debit or óOne-Off Giftô to make a  
single gift using your Debit, Credit Card or 
Apple/Google Pay wallet.  
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MUCH WENLOCK METHODIST 
CHURCH FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
Many people are generous with their  
contributions of food, toiletries and other 
household goods but also people put money 
into our collecting box, which is used to purchase other 
things that we also need like nappies, baby wipes,  
baby food etc. etc. 
 
 

Thank you to all who have been so generous in so 
many ways. 

Brian Oakley 01952 510546 

Events at the Community Room  
Pinefields Close & High Causeway 

For information about Housing Support, Group Activities or use 
of the Community Room, please contact  
Julie Painting (Housing Support Officer) 

 on 07582 004047 Julie.Painting@starhousing.org.uk   
Mondays:   
Extend  Exercises weekly    10.15ð11.15 (not Bank Holidays) 
Ukelele Group  2:00 ï 4:00pm 
Tuesdays:  
Coffee Groupðevery other week  10.00ð12.00  
Age UK Friendship Group 10.30ð12.30 last Tues each month 
U3A Art Group  weekly              2.00ð4.00  
Belly Dancing Class.             5:30 ï 7:00pm  
Thursdays:  
Housing Support Drop In           10.00 ï 12.00  

Singing for Fun  
Usually held on 2nd Thursday of the month  

Thursday 9th October  
2pm at the Methodist Church  

and mid session refreshments are 
planned.   

 

n.warrington993@btinternet.com 
 

This is a dementia friendly activity 

Holy TrinityCoffee Morning  
A warm and friendly venue for both local people 
and visitors to the town and also providing a 
much needed financial contribution to our Parish 
Church. 
Prayer Group is hosted this on Saturday 
4th October 
 
 

If you wish to book a coffee morning please 
contact one of the Churchwardens: 
Susan 01952 727988 or Francine 07779 000450  

Usually every second Wednesday  
in the month except August 

 
 
 

At The Priory Hall,  
Much Wenlock 

Wednesday 8th Octoberð2pm 
 

óLetôs Drinkô 
Operatic Drinking Songs 

join Peter West 
for his light-hearted commentary laced with 
jolly, roistering drinking songs by such  

masters asMozart, Verdi, Rossini, Donizetti etc 
Concluding with 

The Famous Toreadorôs Song from Carmen 
 
 

The talk will be followed by refreshments 
We look forward to seeing you 

 

Non-members welcome ï for a Ã2 entrance fee 
New members always welcome  

Want to know more about the u3a? 
Alison Richards email amrichards64@icloud.com 

07474040646 

óCOME & TRY ITô EVENING 
 
 

Much Wenlock Male Voice Choir  
 

invite you to give singing a go! 
 

You may never have sung before, but we donôt 
mind! No experience is necessary, just turn up 
and give it a try. Studies have shown that singing 
in a choir is very good for your health by keeping 
the brain active and increasing social contacts. 
We are a friendly group who will support and help 
you take the first steps.  

 
 

WHEN? Tuesday 7th October, 7.30pm 
 
WHERE? The William Brookes School,  
 Much Wenlock TF13 6NB 
 
WHO? To contact us, use the 
 QR code 
 Ring 07530 545298      
 Or just arrive on the 
 night.        

Wear out 
 

Three little boys were bragging about how tough they 
were. ñIôm so tough,ò said the first boy, ñthat I can wear 
out a pair of shoes in a week.ò 
 

ñWell,ò said the second little boy, ñIôm so tough, I can 
wear out a pair of jeans in a day.ò 
 

ñThatôs nothing,ò said the third boy. ñWhen my parents 
take me to see my grandma and grandpa, I can wear 
them out in just one hour.ò Where two or three are gatheredé 

 

A lady was describing the small attendance at her 
local church. ñWe were so few last Sunday that 
when the vicar began óDearly beloved,ô I blushed.ò 
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Soft TennisðA gentler form of the 
full game of Lawn Tennis.  Played  
indoors on a badminton size court.  The 
balls are softer and slower.  Good fun and a 

proper piece of exercise.   
All Ages Welcome.  

 

We meet in the Leisure Centre, Much Wenlock ï 
Wednesdays ï 5.00p.m. to 6.00p.m. 
n.warrington993@btinternet.com 

            SOUP LUNCH-    

RAISING FUNDS FOR CHARITY 
 

WHERE:    Holy Trinity Church  
                  Much Wenlock 
WHEN:      Friday 10th October 2025 
FROM:       Midday till 1.30pm 
ON OFFER: 4 soups, one of which is Gluten Free 
COST:      Donations to this monthôs chosen charity 
WHICH IS:   STAY  
  
In August no monies were raised as Soup Lunch 
was not held. 
 

This is a dementia friendly activity. 
Usually 2nd Friday each month apart from  

August and December 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Please do not let the word study deter you 
from thinking about attending to see for 
yourself. This is not a Bible knowledge 
competition and there are no tests. Rather we are a 
friendly supportive fellowship who meet every Thurs-
day morning in Homer, or occasionally in Much 
Wenlock, to consider parts of the Bible, to share 
views on what it means to us and, particularly, if it 
raises questions or confusion for us.  
If you would like to try it out or for any further  
information please contact Alan Gainer on 01952 
727879; or John Cumberland on 01952 727386  

Much Wenlock WI  

 

Usually meet on third Wednesday of the month 
           
 

Wednesday October 15th 2025 at 7.00pm 
Come and join us for our AGM,  

which will be followed by a Craft Activity. 
 

Visitors especially welcome.  
Non-members Ã5. 

Contact muchwenlockwi@gmail.com 
01952 726748. 

 

RUSHBURY AND CARDINGTON WI  
We meet in Cardington Village Hall for late Autumnal and 
Winter months and in Rushbury Village Hall for rest of the 
year, usually on the third Wednesday of every month at 
2.00 pm Jan and Feb and at 7.30 pm for the rest of the 
year.   
We welcome all - fellow WIs and those from our local  
communities.  Anyone interesting joining or even road  
testing us please call or text our President, Liz Fullbrook 
on 07970924507.   

MUCH WENLOCK  
FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

A social group for people aged 
over 60 to meet up, enjoy some 

light refreshment and make new friends.  The 
Pinefields Community Centre, 1 Pinefields Close, 
Much Wenlock TF13 6DA, usually on the last  
Tuesday of the month, 10.30am - 12.30pm, but 
meeting dates can change, so please check with 
Wellbeing services for details of the next meeting. 
Cost: Free, but we would welcome a donation of 
Ã2.00 per session to cover costs 
Contact:  Wellbeing services 01743 233 123 
                Email: enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk 

MUCH WENLOCK  
BOWLING CLUB            
Gaskell Recreation Ground 

COME AND JOIN US, YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
We run 5 teams in local leagues.   Friendly competitions 
held throughout the year.  Social bowling with friends  
every Thursday.   
New to bowling? Free tuition and equipment available 

ENQUIRIES TO OUR SECRETARY AT:  
muchwenlockbc@gmail.com 

100th ANNIVERSARY  

a note for your diary  
Join an ecumenical  

service at Much Wenlock 
Methodist Church.  

3pm  
Friday 6th March 2026  

To celebrate NIGERIA  

A Helping Hand 
 

There is much we can do just to brighten 
This world of all take and no give, 

Thereôs a great deal that we can contribute 
Through the everyday lives that we live. 

 

By supporting oneôs elderly neighbours 
Or through lending a hand in some way 
Itôs by taking a bunch of spring flowers 
To someone to brighten their day. 

 

Itôs by sparing a few precious hours 
In the service of those most in need 
Itôs all about setting a standard 
And trying to give others a lead 

 

Itôs the way that we tend to treat others 
And help and aid folks in distress 
In the care and assistance we offer 
That will set us apart from the rest. 

 

The choice that we face is quite simple 
The rewards plain for all men to see 
As you did all of this to My brother 
Then said Jesus, you did it to Me. 

 

By Colin Hammacott 



7 CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 

H        N    ! 
Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls  

10.30 am ñWednesdays  
1st, 15th and 29th October 2025  

HARLEY VILLAGE HALL  
All are most welcome for coffee (or tea), biscuits, 

carpet bowls and a chat.   
For further information please phone 01952 510547  

FARMERôS BUTTY VAN      
Our October Farmerôs Butty Van will be held 
on the 16th October 2025 between the 
hours of 1030 to 1200 hrs 
 
 The venue is:-  Longville Farm, Longville. TF13 6DS 
By kind permission of the Pugh Family 
 
Thank you again for your kind support of our work in 
the farming community. 

Celebrate the Joys of Harvest with us at our  
 

HARVEST SUPPER 
Monday 29 September 
at Shipton Village Hall 

 

Cold meats and salad followed  
by a huge choice of sweets 

 

Price Ã15  Doors open 7pm  
Tickets: J Taylor 07976177685 

In aid of St Michael and All Angels church,  
Stanton Long  

St Maryôs Church Harley Harvest Festival 
on Sunday 12th October 2025 at 11am  
followed by lunch in the Village Hall Tickets 
Ã16 

 

Please bring donations of non-perishable food items 
which will be given to a local charity. 
As usual the Offertory will also be given to a local 
charity. 
 

Please contact Anne Sharpe on 01952 510556 by 
Monday 6th October for lunch bookings. 

 TELFORD STAMP, CARD and COIN FAIR 
Saturday, 11th October, 2025 

10am to 2pm.  At the Belmont Community Hall, 
Wellington, Telford.  TF1 1HJ.  On the far 
Side of the Tan Bank Car Park.  Free entry.   
Good range of stamps, cards & coins available. 
Items bought and sold.  Accessories will be for sale. 

Free advice on disposing of collections.   
Advice on progressing your collection & on joining a club. 

Freshly cooked light refreshments available. 
 
 

Telford Stamp and Card Club meets on the second Monday 
monthly at the Belmont Hall, off the TN Bank Car park,  
Wellington, Telford, TF1 1HJ, at 7.30pm until 9.30pm and has a 
varied programme on stamp or post card related items.  We are a 
friendly club and visitors are welcome.  There is no charge for 
visitors.  

Any enquiries: Richard Camp.  Tele: 01952-405458. 

 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINATION 

Eighteen months have elapsed since the public 
launch of the Review process in March 2024. Shrop-
shire Council has now considered the ñRegulation 16ò 
consultation responses and the plan may now pro-
ceed to Examination. 
 
Much Wenlock Town Councilôs meeting on 4th  
September agreed that arbitrator and mediator  
Mr Timothy Jones be appointed to examine the  
Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan Review.  
 
Following examination, and maybe further  
recommendations by Mr Jones, there will be a local 
referendum to ask parishioners to vote on whether 
the Plan should be formally adopted by Shropshire 
Council. This will determine whether its policies 
should be used to determine planning applications in 
Much Wenlock parish.    
 
Further information may be found here: 
www.muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-3 

Much Wenlock  
Neighbourhood  
Plan Review  

The Shropshire Guild of Contemporary Craft will be 
coming back to Much Wenlock in October with their 
second óShowing Offô Craft Fair of the year, to be 
held at The Priory Hall on 18th & 19th October, 
where their members will be showcasing their  
beautifully designed and handmade craft ware. 
 

Jewellery, ceramics, batik, eco printing, woodwork 
and much more will be on show for you to peruse 
and purchase. You will be able to meet and chat with 
the makers themselves and chose handcrafted items 
to buy for yourself or as presents. 
 

Do come along and join us, we look forward to  
seeing you. 
 
 
 
 

óSHOWING OFFô 
Craft Fair at 
Much Wenlock                                                                                             

October 18th & 19th 
 At Priory Hall 
10am ï 4.30pm 

      www.shropshireguild.co.uk 
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MOTHERSô UNION 
Christian Care for Families                                                      

For further information please contact one of the  
following. 

LEADER:             Gill Reynolds               727620 
SECRETARY:     Jean Gladstone           728520 

MUCH WENLOCK  
MALE VOICE CHOIR 

 

Tuesdays 7.30pm at William Brookes School.  
New members are always welcome. 

 
 

With the summer break behind us, the choir are in full 
rehearsal mode. If you would like to find out for  
yourself what that looks and sounds like, we are  
holding a óCome & Try Itô evening at The William 
Brookes School in Wenlock on Tuesday Evening,  
7th October from 7.20pm. The event is free and light 
refreshments will be provided. Looking for a new  
hobby for the autumn and beyond, one that keeps 
body and soul alert and active with the spin off that you 
meet new people, then this could be it! Give us a call, 
or simply turn up on the night and give singing a go! 
 
 

By the time of publication, we will have already sung at 
a wedding this autumn and held a joint concert with 
Broad Band in Church Stretton.  
 
 

Our next outing will be at Habberley Village Hall near 
Pontesbury on October 25th, tickets available from 
the choir on the number below. As stated previously, 
this event is a good example of how the choir can help 
an organisation, be it a charity, village hall, church etc 
raise much needed funds. Our modest costs mean that 
over the years we have contributed to many thousands 
of pounds being raised for good causes. If you would 
like further information of how we could support your 
organisation, please get in touch as we are now  
booking into 2026. 

Dick Langford  
 

  

MUCH WENLOCK DOG WALKING 
GROUP  óUNLEASHEDô 

Come and take your dog on a Sniffari!  
Meet likeminded friendly and fun people for 
a lovely off leash walk and a good sniff 
around and a good natter about all things dogs. The 
walk will be approximately 1 to1.5 hours long.  There 
will be a brief etiquette chat to ensure all dogs are 
safe and enjoying the walk.  Meeting place is the 
National Trust car park by the turning for Hughley at 
9.30 am Saturdays.  
Bring your best friend! (donôt forget the poo bags) 
Further information from Daniela 07976 411425 

Craft, Chat and Cake  
Usually meet on 1st Thursday each month  

Methodist Church, King Street, 2-4pm.    
Bring along your knitting, sewing, painting etc. 
There will be tea and cake and good company. 
Sue Freeston 727628 or Lesley Cammies 726735  

Website        www.mwmvchoir.org.uk 
Facebook     facebook.com/mwmvchoir 
Instagram     mwmalevoicechoir 
Email            chairmanmwmvc@gmail.com 
Phone          01952 728758 

CHURCH 

PREEN  

VILLAGE        

HALL 
 

HARVEST SUPPER 
Saturday 4th October 

 

Good Natter Night! 
 

Details and bookings 
Ian Andrews 
07799 117190 

or 
Edie 01694 771258 

Following on from our Annual Dinner in July,   
August saw 3 members attend the Mary Sumner 
Day service at Bishops Castle together with other 
MU groups in the area.   
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday September 18th we welcomed Sue 
Gillins who gave us an insight to Safeguarding.   
This meeting was held at 1a Forester Avenue  
starting at 2pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

In October on Thursday 16th the Rev, Lisa Harper 
will come and tell us about her journey to the  
ministry.  This will be held at 1a Forester Avenue 
again but will held in the morning STARTING AT 
10am.   Our Diocesan President will, hopefully, be 
joining us for this meeting 
  
 
 
 
 

We hold our meeting on the third Thursday of the 
month starting at 2pm and visitors are always  
welcome. Venue will be announced in the Herald.  

5k Your Way Move Against Cancer 
A support group with a difference for 
anyone affected by cancer 
Parkrun events on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Afterwards we go for coffee and chat ! Our 
groups are all very friendly and  
supportive. 
 
 

We meet at Shrewsbury parkrun in the Quarry park 
and one in Telford who meet at Telford parkrun in 
Telford town park. Both groups meet at 8.45am for 
a 9am start on the last Saturday of the month.   
shrewsburygroup@5kyourway.org 
telfordgroup@5kyourway.org 
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3rd Thursday every 
month except August at 
Cressage Village Hall.  
7.30pm 

1st Much Wenlock Scout 
Group, Christmas Post. 
t's that time of year...well nearly so and, in 
the spirit of Being Prepared, here are the 
arrangements for this year's collection. 
Your past donations have helped us to 

purchase some new tents and they have certainly 
been put to good use. This coming.year we are  
concentrating on.our community garden, so thank 
you in advance for using the Scout Christmas Post! 
 

As usual, please give us a clue as to not-so-obvious 
addresses, so that we can find them easily and we 
can only deliver by hand in the Much Wenlock town. 
We shall be collecting cards and donations in Mrs 
P's sweetshop on the High Street from Friday  
November 28th to the 6th December. We shall  
deliver the cards during the week beginning the 8th 
December. We shall also have a collection point at 
the Christmas tree farm on 6th & 7th December. 
   

Please come and visit us there to make a Christmas 
table decoration, have a hot chocolate and buy 
some hand made Christmas presents too! 

Many thanks to all who have  
supported us in the past, we 
are very grateful,  
and Happy Early Christmas! 

Girlguiding is the UK's largest youth  
organisation dedicated to helping girls 
aged 4 to 18 discover their potential. We 
provide an affordable space where girls 
can build confidence, try new experiences, 

and feel empowered to think big and bold. By offering 
opportunities for growth and adventure, we aim to  
create an equal world where girls are happy, safe, 
and confident. Girls in Girlguiding are 23% more  
confident than the UK average and three times more 
likely to positively impact their community. Through 
laughter, learning, and exploration, we help girls thrive 
and realise they can do anything. 
We are looking for passionate and enthusiastic  
volunteers to join Girlguiding! Volunteering is both 
simple and rewarding. In just three easy steps, youôll 
make a real difference by helping girls form  
friendships and unlock their potential. As a volunteer, 
youôll gain valuable skills while having fun and  
empowering girls through exciting adventures and 
meaningful conversations. Join our supportive  
community, create magical moments, and enjoy  
flexible options that fit your schedule. Your support 
makes a lasting impactðhelp more girls thrive! 
 

Our Rainbows meet on Wednesdays 5.30pmï6.30pm 
Brownies meet on Fridays 6.00pm ï 7.30pm   
Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 7.15pm ï 
8.45pm during term-time. 
If you would like to express your interest as a  
volunteer or if you would like to register your child, 
please visit the following links: 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-
volunteer/register-to-volunteer/ 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-a-child/ 
For an informal chat, feel free to call Lily (Rainbows) 
at 07711 111346, or Katie (Brownies and older) at 
07503 893532.  

Unwanted or poorly houseplants ...  
William Brookes School would really 

appreciate them.  
Gardening students at the school are  

looking forward to adding as many plants 
to their classrooms to turn their learning 
environments into lovely green spaces.  
If you have any plants youôre happy to  
donate, please email Mark Jones  

at school -
 mark.jones@wbs.318education.co.uk 

 

The Gardening Club resumed its monthly meetings on 18th 
September after several very enjoyable, and successful, visits to 
gardens during the summer months. 
 
In May we visited a local garden, The Leasowes in Cound. A 
beautiful garden with large trees, shrubs and ponds. Well worth 
a visit. 
 
June saw us making a return visit to Wollerton Old Hall  
gardens with its variety of lovely smaller flower gardens (a  
favourite of Monty Dons). 
 
In July we made our first visit to Goldstone Hall gardens where 
we explored their walled gardens with their herbaceous borders 
and the kitchen gardens. Something for everyone. 
 
After a month off in August we were looking forward to  
welcoming back Howard Drury on when we will learned about  
óThe best plants for Shady Areas.ô 
 
On 16th October we also welcome back John Scrace who will 
be telling us all about óBugs, Slugs, Spots and Rotsô and how to 
deal with them all.   A very helpful,  interesting and informative 
talk. 
 
All of our meetings are held on the third Thursday of the Month 
in Cressage Village Hall beginning at 7.30pm. We always  
welcome new members and visitors. 
 
If you would like any further information 
about the Gardening Club please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
Sally Lucas-Garner on either 01694 
658302 or 07506 351032 

O God of Creation, you 
have blessed us with the 

changing of the  
seasons. remind us to 
take time to rest.  
Remind us of the  
wonder of your  

creation. remind us that it 
is you who give us the 

breath of life.  
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Wenlock Olympians Athletics Club   
Do you enjoy running, jumping and throwing?   

at The Leisure Centre.  
9.00-10.30am for ages 8, 9 and 10 

10.00-11.30am for ages 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 
 

If you would like to find out more please see our website 
www.wenlockolympians.org 

MUCH WENLOCK  
TOWNWOMENôS GUILD 
downes816@btinternet.com   
usually meet every 3rd Mondayð2.00pm 
 

CRESSAGE & DISTRICT WI 

Cressage Village Hall   

COUND AND DISTRICT TENNIS 
CLUB 

Come and join in our fun and social  
tennis community  

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub 
 

or use our Cound and District Tennis Club 
Homepage QR Code 

 

For membership enquiries please contact 
us at membershipatcound@btinternet.com  
 
 

Adult beginners courses, adults drills & cardio, Juniors 
Saturday coaching and private lessons 

 

Please contact Club Coach Graham Hart on  
07960 970 017 or email hartg734@aol.com  

BOOKS! 
Did you know that Shropshire Libraries run a free mobile 
service?  Brookes Mobile van covers 71 stops in the South 
East of the county.  You can use your Shropshire library 
membership card or join the library service on board if you 
are not already a member - it's free!  There is a wheelchair 
lift if you need help getting on board, just ask the driver. 
You can return loans from any Shropshire library.  Visit our 
website www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries. If you click on 
"mobile libraries" it will show you your nearest stop and 
when the library will next be there.  Or phone number 
01743 255024. 

Glyn's Garden in 
Church Stretton  
 

A project to support physical and mental well-being 
through gardening and spending time in nature. 
Glynôs garden is a 2.5-acre site which was an  
overgrown, derelict site that has been regenerated in 
to peaceful, natural environment. 
We are looking for volunteers to help in the garden and 
bring this project forward to a point where we can 
properly engage with the community.    
For more information https://glyns-garden.co.uk  
or contact Gary Egleton     Mobile: 07500 868 082 

Members gathered in the Village Hall on Thursday 
11th September after the summer break. We were 
busy during that time with the 2026 programme to 
sort, and entries for WI Day to complete for 27th 
September. At this first Autumn meeting we had 
arrangements to make for the AGM in October, and 
our 90th Anniversary in November. 
 
 

The Guest Speaker was Jacqui White, a retired Air 
Traffic Controller. We all listened with awe as she 
explained the complexities of the role. Who could 
have imagined so many airplanes in our skies at 
the same time, invisible to the naked eye. Two of 
our members described what we saw in a video as 
óscribble in the skyô. We now realise what a lot we 
owe to the Flight Controllers everytime we fly off for 
a short or long haul flight. Maggie thanked Jacqui 
for her presentation, and Lynne gave her a cheque 
for her preferred charity. 
 
 

Next month Thursday October 9th is our AGM with 
Members Bring and Share Supper.  
 

Ruth 01952 510 546 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Monday 13th October 
7.00pm to 7.30pm  

              Holy Trinity Church, Much Wenlock  
The Much Wenlock Festival Committee hereby invite 
community members to join us at our AGM. 
 

We will present the Chair and Treasurerôs reports and 
reflect on this yearôs Festival and prepare for the next 
one in 2027. 
 

The AGM should take no more than 30 minutes for the 
formal aspects to be completed, after which we will 
open the floor to community members questions. 

Members met at the Methodist schoolroom on 
Monday 21 July when Peter Dunhill gave a most 
interesting talk with slides on ñ The History and 
Times of the Ditherington Flaxmillò.  Built in 1797 
alongside the canal in Shrewsbury, the five storey 
flax mill was the first iron framed building in the 
world.  It processed flax into linen yarn and thread 
and in 1886 was converted into a maltings.  These 
closed in 1987 and the building was purchased by 
English Heritage (now Historic England) in 2005, 
with a visitor centre, mixed use workspace,  
exhibition room, cafe and shop.  It is now a Grade 
1 listed building.  Well worth a visit! 
 

On 15 September Rod Robertson will be coming to 
talk about ñVolunteeringò and on 20 October Lallie 
Cheeseman will tell us all about ñThe History of 
Sweetsò. 
If you are new to Much Wenlock, or a visitor, do 
come along to our meetings which are held in the 
Methodist Schoolroom in King Street at 2 pm.  You 
will be made very welcome ï we have good  
speakers, tea and refreshments.  We look forward 
to seeing you! 

These are the days of falling leaves, 
The days of hazy weather, 
Smelling of gold chrysanthemums 
And grey wood smoke together. 
These are the nights of nearby stars, 
The nights of closer moon, 
When the windy darkness echoes 
To summer farewell tunes. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub
mailto:membershipatcound@btinternet.com
mailto:hartg734@aol.com
https://glyns-garden.co.uk/
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Contact:  
mwcivicsociety@gmail.com 
Website:  https://e-voice.org.uk/
mwcivicsociety/   

Talks Programme ï 7.30pm Priory HallðTuesdays 
 
 

21st Octoberð Catherine Beale ï The ó Ohlalalympicsô ï  
William Penny Brookes and the French Connection 
 

18th NovemberðTim Coleshaw ï the Long Mynd ï The 
Hill from the Dawn of Life 

TOWN  

COUNCIL   

NOTES  

Issued by: Trudi Barrett, Town Clerk   
Tel: 01952 727509   
Email: townclerk@muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk 

CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan Review 
Councillors are pleased to announced that Mr Timothy Jones 
has been appointed as  examiner for the Much Wenlock  
Neighbourhood Plan review and will shortly start the  
examination process.  You will find further information about 
the Review elsewhere in the Herald. (page7) 
Proposed Housing Development off Bridgnorth Road - 
Community ExhibitionðThe Town Council has been  
informed by Marrons, on behalf of Boningale Homes, that a 
community exhibition will take place at the Priory Hall on  
Friday, 3rd October between 3.00 and 7.00pm to inform  
residents about a proposed housing development off Bridgnorth 
Road.  Ahead of the event, residents will receive a consultation 
leaflet through the post and will be invited to provide  
comments via a dedicated website.  The Town Council is  
seeking further information about the proposals. 
New Mace BearerðThis year Mr Eric Humphries, Freeman 
of Much Wenlock, stood down as Mace Bearer for the Town 
Council, after 11 years in the role.  Councillors thank him for 
his exemplary service.  At the September full Council meeting 
Councillor Duncan White was appointed to succeed Mr Hum-
phries in the role of Mace Bearer.  The mace is the emblem of 
the power, authority and dignity of the Mayor and the Mace 
Bearer carries the mace before the Mayor at civic and ceremo-
nial events. Councillor White will undoubtedly undertake his 
new duties with the professionalism and gravitas required for 
the role.   
Made in Shropshire MarketðThe artisan market will be held 
on Saturday, 25th October in Much Wenlock High Street, 
between 9am and 3pm.  A road closure will be in operation in 
the High Street. 
Christmas LightsðThe Town Council has ordered some  
replacement and additional features to extend and enhance the 
Christmas lights display in the town.   This year there will be 
extra pennants for street lights near the Gaskell corner,  
replacement Christmas trees for the High Street and a new 
cross-street banner. The óMezzy  Christmasô banner is being 
retired after giving good service for some years.  This yearôs 
switch-on event will be held on the evening of Thursday,  
27th November.  More details to follow. 
Guildhall Exhibitions ï October 
During October visitors to the Guildhall will be able to view 
mixed media work by Sandy Densem.  Sandy was born and 
brought up in Zimbabwe and her palette is influenced by the 
burnt sienna and ochre colours of her heritage.  Through a 
combination of paint, collage, textiles and stitch, she creates 
images that are part landscape, part memory.   
Also on display will be figurative art work by Jacob Gourley, 
including a portrait of former Councillor and Freeman of Much 
Wenlock, Milner Whiteman OBE.  Activities associated with 
the óGet a Word in Edgewaysô Storytelling Festival are under 
discussion so look out for updates.  The festival of poetry,  
storytelling and music will be held over the weekend of 10th ï 
12th October.  The Guildhall is open Friday to Monday, 11am 
to 4pm, and entry is free although donations are very welcome. 
Please Clean Up After Your Dog! - Councillors are taking 
measures to address the increase in dog fouling in the town. A 
Shropshire Council stencil has been obtained and will be used 
to mark the pavements in public areas to encourage owners to 
clean up after their dogs and to remind them of the hefty fine 
that can be imposed for not doing so.   Councillors are also 
looking into the provision of dog poo bags in specific locations 
in the town to help dog owners and try to alleviate the problem. 
Town Council MeetingsðThe next full Council meeting will 
be held at 7.00pm on Thursday, 2nd October at the Guildhall, 
Much Wenlock.  .   
Council SurgeriesðSaturday, 11th October between 10.30 
am and 12 noon at Much Wenlock Museum.      

Dr William Penny-Brookes lived life to the full.  He promoted 
physical activity to improve health and encouraged education.  As 
a student he visited Italy and France.  A fascinating talk is in store 
for us on 21st October when local author Catherine Beale will 
enlighten and entertain us with his travels in France. 
 
The Committee has decided to increase the entrance fee to Ã2 for 
members as costs have increased. 
 
The Town Council has confirmed the name of the experienced 
Barrister Mr Timothy Jones who will carry out a thorough  
examination of the documents relating to the Neighbourhood 
Plan. As the Plan covers topics such as housing, road use,  
environment, flooding and building standards, we hope people 
will feed back their thoughts on the Plan when the review opens.  
Assuming this is satisfactory then there will be a referendum of 
all the electors in Much Wenlock to approve and adopt an  
updated Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
This summerôs drought saw local farmers having to feed livestock 
amounts they would normally use in midwinter.  Fodder has had 
to be brought in from South Wales and Cornwall.  The drought 
may have broken but crop yields are substantially down.  Some 
farmers only have half the quantity of hay they would normally 
expect to make.  The poor harvest this Autumn will inevitably 
lead to higher prices of food in the shops.  This applies across 
Europe.   
 
The town appears to have recently suffered from some uncivil 
and anti-social behaviour.  Two HGVs driving down the High 
Street ignoring mandatory traffic signs, distraction theft from one 
of the shops and an abusive and impatient motor cyclist mounting 
the pavement and riding along it for some distance.  Fortunately, 
no one was walking along it at the time.  It makes a contrast with 
the newspaper report for the last sitting of |Much Wenlockôs  
magistrates before the 2nd World War when a cyclist was fined 
the best part of a weekôs wages for riding without lights. 
 
It is however, very good to see the number of new and varied 
shops in the town we wish them every success. 
 
Have you considered taking a practical interest in the Much 
Wenlock Civic Society?  The Civic Society has a committee  
recruited from the membership which meets about 10 times a 
year.  It looks at Planning Applications especially with regards to 
how they might affect the community at large, their visual impact 
on their neighbours, visitors and the heritage and general  
appearance of the town.  The Society actively promoted the  
review of the Neighbourhood Plan and several members  
participated on the Steering Group.  Next year Shropshire  
Council will again be trying to produce a County wide Local Plan 
and the Society will endeavour to scrutinise it and make  
constructive comments. The Civic Society also runs a talks  
programme with an emphasis on matters of local interest.  
Committee members look for suitable entertaining topics,  
publicise the talks and set up the hall.   
 
If you may be interested, please approach one of the members or 
email us at mwcivicsociety@gmail.com.  You would be very 
welcome to observe a committee meeting with no obligation.   
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FRIENDS OF THE OLD CEMETERY                                  

CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 

Holy Trinity  
Environmental Group 
muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com  

Why Refill? 
Every minute, one million plastic bottles are bought 
around the world.  In the UK alone, we consume 13 
billion plastic bottles a year ï 7.7 billion of them are 
plastic water bottles, despite us having some of the 
best quality drinking water in the world. 
 

So, what can we do about it? 
If just 1 in 10 Brits Refilled once a week, weôd save 
around 340 million plastic bottles a year. Refill is the 
answer - Refill gives you free and easy access to  
refreshing tap water when you're out and about.  
 

Look out for the blue Refill sticker in the window of 
local businesses and ask to refill your bottle. They'll 
do it for free, or you can use the self-service station 
provided with no catch.  
 

Download the app to easily find Refill stations and 
you can register your Refills to measure your  
personal impact. 
 
Apps for finding water stations include FreeTaps, 
Closca Water, Refill, mymizu, and Tap, which help 
you find free water refill points worldwide to reduce 
single-use plastic waste. These apps feature  
interactive maps of participating locations  

Become a Refill station 
If you're a local business, you can put your tap on the 
map by becoming a Refill station. Your business will 
get increased foot traffic, help protect our planet and 
you will get involved with your local community.  

After the long, dry days of summer, autumn  
has crept in with some welcome rain. September always 
feels like a big turning point. The nights are noticeably 
drawing in and thereôs that fresh bite to the cooler 
evenings and the appearance of heavy jewel laden dew 
drops on the grass and leaves in a morning that thrills me 
with excitement at the sudden change. I love the cycles 
and all the differences they bring. When I lived in Sri 
Lanka many years ago, teaching with Voluntary Services 
Overseas, the seasons of this island climate, the very 
thing that we Brits all seem to love to moan about for its 
unpredictable disruptions and fickleness, was the thing I 
missed the most. I longed for those cooler evenings and 
changes of light. Now, Iôm always ready for autumn and 
the wonderful sight of the mixed palette of colours of the 
leaves on the trees as they turn, has already begun to 
happen up in the Old Cemetery.  They catch my eye as I 
arrive up the stepped entrance from the road to be faced 
with the lilac wearing leaves of reds and russets and 
browns. All around the foliage is beginning to change.  
Leaves are fascinating in their ability to process food. Iôm 
going to get a little technical here, (try to resist the falling 
into teacher mode of explaining the process of  
photosynthesis to my primary science classes) but still 
talk about the pigments of leaf colour none the less.  
Indulge me for a whileé the three pigments contained in 
leaves are green (chlorophyll) yellow (carotenes) and 
reds and pinks (anthocyanins). As the cold nights kick in 
and destroy the chlorophyll, the leaves fade from green to 
yellow, but if temperatures stay above freezing, the  
production of anthocyanin is stimulated, turning the 
leaves redder and more pinkish in colour. The reds also 
deepen and become more concentrated if the weather is 
dry and if we then get sunny days too in autumn, the  
process of photosynthesis can still occur to hold on to 
some green whilst simultaneously the increased sugar 
production from the sun makes even more anthocyanin to 
turn leaves even redder at the same time.  Ok, so the 
science lesson is over as I could go on about this  
indefinitely, but isnôt it just amazing what nature can do? 
Of course, the leaves arenôt doing this for our benefit, 
merely for their own, but thereôs no denying that the 
changing colours of autumn is something that can be awe 
inspiring to witness and bring an almost reverential joy, at 
least to me.  
 

On I go now around the paths, past the wildflower  
meadow circles that have been neatly cut. Past the little 
clusters of orange fox and cubs and frothy white yarrow 
still flowering in the autumn sun until I reach the roses still 
holding their petals in Suzanneôs memorial garden. But 
from here, itôs the berries now that catch my eye. The 
holly bush by the war graves is full of them. Rosehips are 
swelling in bright oval hips and the hawthorns are laden 
too with deep, red, circular haws. Thereôs an absence on 
the rowans though. The usual yellow berries by the yew 
tree arenôt there and the some of the berries that were 
forming on the Queens Canopy row are also missing. Did 
the winds stop the setting or have the birds already taken 
advantage? A mystery then, but still, today, all is calm 
and the colours are beautiful and I am happy that I  
visited. Come up and take a look for yourself if you can, 
or join me next month for another virtual tour.  

 

Jo Jukes 

mailto:muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com
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THE EDGE 
ARTS CENTRE 
Much Wenlock 

whatôs on 

Book Tickets:  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/edgeartscentre 

Contact:  

01952 728911          

Presents A Fundraising Concert  
featuring 

Concordia Ladies Choir and  
Bridgnorth Male Voice Choir 

Saturday 4th Octoberð7.30 pm 
Castle Hall, Bridgnorth 

Pay BarðHomemade CakesðRaffle 
Tickets Ã10 from  

beytheboo1@gmail.com 
07733 316992 

 

All proceeds to the Jon Hayward Memorial Trust 
Supporting Shropshire Childrenôs access to  
music through means-tested music bursaries 

Brockton and District WI 
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month. Shipton  
Village Hallð7.30pm. New members are always  
welcome. Please contact catieegelton@me.com 
 

Next meeting Tuesday October 7th at 7.30  Contact 
catieegelton@me.com   At our last meeting we discussed 
our Burwarton Show entry and the group meeting to be 
held on September 23rd.  Our speaker Graham  
Donaldson, the Rural Business Crime Officer for the 
Much Wenlock area. After retiring from the Police force, 
he decided to put his experience to good use.  He  
realised confidence in the police force in rural areas is 
very low and the population are more vulnerable. The 
best defence for rural areas is locals reporting any crime  
committed. Local WhatsApp groups set up in rural areas 
have been very effective.   'Crime' includes incorrect 
parking, hare coursing, any wild life crime, breaking into 
any buildings i.e. sheds, barns etc. He recommends  
reporting any of the lesser 'crimes' to him as he can then 
visit and advise.  Criminals use Google maps to plan and 
they have amazing knowledge about heavy machinery 
and skills like tractor driving. They assess the situation, 
if it's safe and the rewards are high they'll take the  
opportunity. He that the best defence is to think like a 
criminal and look for the weak points in one's property. 
People should report all crimes even ones they consider 
insignificant, to help the numbers for the local force. 
They can then be requested by Graham to patrol that area 
more often. 
 
How to protect your home? 
Use of alarms, stout locks,close gates, gravel drive,  
Security locks on doors and windows, defensive  
planting, spiky boundary hedges, 'dusk til dawn' lights, 
smart water. Criminals don't like light and noise!   
Graham is on a mission to reduce the chances of one 
becoming a victim of rural crime. He liaises with 
schools, youth clubs, groups i.e. WIs, parish councils, 
events e.g local shows and fetes.    
 
He can be contacted as follows 01743 237476,  
mob 07971395278, 
email graham.donaldson@westmercia.police.uk  
at any time.  He will visit one's property to advise. His 
advice is always appropriate, realistic and cost effective. 
It's good to know that there is someone as caring and  

approachable as Graham who would be on hand to  
offer support and advice in our hour of need! 
 
Thankyou Graham for such an entertaining but also   
informative evening. 

Annabel Croft 
From Tennis Balls to Glitter Balls 
FRI 3 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã30 - Ã80 

Spoken Word 

Salt House in concert 
SAT 4 OCT | 7.30PM | Ã15 

Music 

Bridget Jones Mad About the Boy (15) 
MON 6 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Swan Lake ï Royal Ballet 
THU 9 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Lady Nade Sings Nina Simone 
SAT 11 OCT | 7.30PM | Ã23 

Music 

The Salt Path (12A) 
MON 13 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Janet Street-Porter is Off the Leash 
MON 20 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã25 

Spoken Word 

National Theatre Live: 
Mrs Warren's Profession (12A) 
THU 23 OCT | 7:00PM | Ã12 (Ã10) 

Cinema 

Ropetackle Storytellers presents  

Jekyll & Hyde 
FRI 24 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Theatre 

Miranda Sykes in concert 
SAT 25 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã16 

Music 

Brassed Off (15) 
MON 27 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Andrew Lloyd Webberôs 
Love Never Dies (PG) 
THU 30 OCT | 7:30PM | Ã12 (Ã10) 

Cinema 

NEW BOX OFFICE for live event tickets 
Penny-Farthing 
5 The Square Much Wenlock 
No booking fees, Cash only 
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News from Shropshire Cllr Dan Thomas 

Working hard for communities in the Much Wenlock  
Division of Shropshire Council. 
M:  077907 81408 (day time)   

facebook: com/dan4wenlock                E: dan.thomas@shropshire.gov.uk 

Much Wenlock  
Severn Hospice  

 

Our next big event is: 
 

On an Autumn Day 
A floral evening with Andrew Lloyd 
a well-known West Midlands Florist &  

Demonstrator 
 

Priory Hall, Much Wenlock 
Friday 26th September 2025 at 7pm 

 

Those who have attended Andrewôs very  
entertaining and instructive evenings in the past 
will know that he raffles all of his wonderful floral  
arrangements at the end of the evening. 
 

Tickets Ã15 -  
which includes a glass of wine & nibbles 

Tickets from Penny Farthing 
  

This is followed a month later by our Annual  
Christmas card sale and refreshments in  

Holy Trinity Church on  
Saturday October 25th,  

10.00-12.00.  
The Cadence Choir will be singing for us at this 
event. For those who are unable to attend there 
will be a chance to place an order for cards from 
33 Barrow Street, TF13 6EP. Watch the  
window for details and sample packs. 

 
And watch out for details of our Hospice Winter 

Supper in Priory Hall planned for  
Friday November 14th. 

 

 

William Brookes SchoolðThe 20 mph speed zones have been put 
up on Farley Road, alongside the newly configured double yellow 
lines. This paves the way for the speed cushions to be put in place 
very shortly; however, I, the Town Councilôs planning committee 
and some residents are pushing back on the speed cushions. We 
hope to have a meeting imminently to discuss this and agree on a 
way forward. The speed reduction measures are welcome, but  
concerns about noise and other issues that the speed cushions could 
cause.    
MW & Cleobury Leisure CentresðWe are awaiting the  
outcome of the 3-18 Education Trustôs CIL application; they were 
originally told that half of the money could come from CIL, and 
the other half could come from Shropshire Councilôs budget.  
However, since then, Shropshire Councilôs overspend has been so 
significant that the Trust had to submit a new application, meaning 
their bid couldnôt be considered on the 29th of July as scheduled, 
as per my previous report. 
It wonôt ease readers' concerns to learn that Shropshire Council and 
the external provider have failed to secure the future of Cleobury 
Mortimerôs leisure centre, which is now closing, at least for the 
short term.   
Tourism In MWðLast week, town councillors and I volunteered 
as models or perhaps props for a Shropshire Council-organised 
photoshoot, funded by the UK Government UKSPF, which aims to 
promote tourism in the county. We hope the new images of Much 
Wenlock will help in future tourism promotions of the county and 
sell us as the excellent tourist destination we are.  
Support for Biochar at Julyôs last meetingðShropshire Council 
is developing a new Energy, Biochar and Carbon (EBAC) plant on 
the outskirts of Ludlow, at the Coder Road Business Park. The 
council meeting on July 17, 2025, was significant because it  
approved a substantial increase in the project's budget. The original 
budget was around Ã2 million, but the council approved an  
additional Ã1.3 million, bringing the total cost to Ã3.3 million. As 
your Shropshire Cllr, I was keen to support this important initiative 
as it increases revenue to the Council and helps tackle the climate 
emergency.  
Continued funding for the HAF (Holiday Activities & Food) 
ProgrammeðAs part of its Best Start in Life mission, the  
government have announced that funding has been confirmed for 
the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme for the next 
three years. Many Cllrs will know that securing a half-term club in 
Much Wenlock was a key achievement for me and this Council last 
term.  
Shropshire Councilôs óCall for Sitesô process remains ongoing 
until 2 October 2025ðThe óCall for Sitesô provides an  
opportunity to promote land for consideration as a potential  
allocation for development in the next Local Plan for Shropshire. It 
is open to landowners, site promoters, businesses, organisations, 
developers and any other interested parties. Developers and any 
other interested parties who can promote sites for a wide range of 
uses.  
The next Local Plan for Shropshire will need to respond to the 
Governmentôs new mandatory housing targets. At some point in 
2026, the preferred sites will come forward and be considered by 
the Town and Council Parish Councils on what their communities 
want.  
Shropshire Council Childrenôs ServicesðIôm delighted to say 
that Shropshire Council is proud to announce that, following a  
recent visit by Ofsted, inspectors have rated its childrenôs services 
óoutstandingô.  
Advice SurgeriesðMy next Advice Surgery is on Saturday, 11th 
of October, between 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon at Much Wenlock 
Museum. No appointment is necessary. I'll be joined by a Town 
Cllr and a representative from the Police.  
 

Best Regards, Dan Thomas 

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS   

We are back for the new sea-
son at Cound Guildhall!! 

 
Friday 17th OCTOBERð7.30 pm 
Film to be decided - for details  
Contact Tim on 01743 761257 

. 
Film Ã5. 

Pre-Film Meal 6.30 pm     Ã7.00 
Tea, Coffee & Homemade Cakes in interval   Ã3.50 

 
Prior Booking Only Please for Film and for Meal. 
To book please ring Tim on 01743 761257 

*** 
Please let us know of any allergies or intolerances 

when booking a meal. 

 
We bless you,  
God of Seed and Harvest  
and we bless each other  
in this season of mellow fruitfulness.  
 
May the beauty of this world and the love that  
created it be expressed through our lives  
and be a blessing to others, now and always.  
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Welcomes you to an afternoon with Sister Theovouli  

of Shrewsbury Orthodox Church of The 318 Holy Fathers,  

to reflect together on the life and witness of St Milburga,  

Abbess of Wenlock, through the lens of an icon.  

Thursday 30th October 2025 2.30pm.  

Dating from the early church and more common in Eastern Christian traditions, icons are a visual 

invitation into an encounter with God. When one sits in prayerful stillness before an icon, one is 

drawn into deeper relationship with the person it depicts and the story it tells. Therefore, it is often 

said that icons are windows into heaven, or, as Rowan Williams writes, òin their presence you  

become aware that you are present to God and God is working on you by his grace.ó 

 

All Welcome!!!  
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Letter from Westminster 

Advice Surgeries on 
Friday 3rd October ï Bridgnorth 
Meet the MP  
Friday 26th September ï Cross Houses  

Fresh Air, Fresh Vision: A New Chapter at 
William Brookes School 
By Ruth Shaw, Headteacher 

Since my appointment as Headteacher in  
January, it has been a privilege to lead  
William Brookes School through a period of 
exciting transformation. As a school rooted 
in the heart of Much Wenlock and Broseley, we are 
proud to serve our community and are committed to 
becoming a place that reflects its values and  
aspirations. 
This term, weôve made bold changes to our curriculum 
to better support the wellbeing and development of our 
students. We believe that a healthy body supports a 
healthy mind, and that children thrive when they are 
active, engaged, and outdoors. Thatôs why weôve  
introduced more physical activity and outdoor learning 
across the school, especially at Key Stage 3, where  
students now enjoy PE most days. Our new school  
uniform reflects this shift - designed to be practical, 
comfortable, and adventure-ready. 
In todayôs world, children are spending more time 
ndoors than ever before, often seated, on screens, and 
disconnected from nature. This shift has had a  
noticeable impact on their physical health, mental  
wellbeing, and ability to focus in the classroom. At 
William Brookes, we believe that children need fresh 
air, movement, and play to thrive. Outdoor learning 
and regular physical activity help to regulate emotions, 
boost concentration, and improve resilience. When  
students are active and engaged in the natural world, 
they return to their studies more focused, calm, and 
ready to learn. Itôs a vital part of our vision: a healthy 
body supports a healthy mind. 
Weôve also launched our Alternative Provision  
courses, which are already proving popular. These 
hands-on, practical learning experiences are helping 
students discover new strengths and interests, and itôs 
been wonderful to see their enthusiasm. 
Over the summer, we completed the Balcony Project, 
which has transformed part of our school environment. 
The new spaces are light-filled, well-designed, and safe 
- making a real difference to how our school feels. 
Weôve also freshened up the building with a lot of  
painting and care, and we hope visitors will notice the 
brighter, more welcoming atmosphere. 
We are investing in our Year 11 students, who now 
have their own designated toilets and eating area as 
part of a wider programme of privileges and  
recognition. Weôve introduced a Student Leadership 
Team, Student Council, and Prefects, giving students a 
stronger voice and greater responsibility.  
Later this year, weôll be hosting a Year 11 Awards 
Evening to celebrate their achievements and next steps. 
Iôve been open about the challenges the school has 
faced in recent years, but Iôm proud to say that we are 
moving forward. The school is now a much happier 
place to be, with more focused learning, improved 
standards of behaviour and conduct, and a renewed 
sense of purpose. Staff turnover has slowed, and both 
staff and student wellbeing are at the heart of  
everything we do.  Our school values - Respect,  
Excellence, and Friendship -guide us every day. We 
are building a school that the community can be proud 
of, and we warmly invite you to visit and see the 
changes for yourself. 

August began with the sad news that more than a hundred 
jobs could be lost after food producer Kerry Group Plc 
launched a consultation on plans to close its factory in 
Burford. Kerry Group has been a significant employer in the area for 
many years. I know that this situation will be worrying for many  
local families with relatives that work there. My team and I will  
support anyone affected by this decision. I have also updated my 
support page on my website with useful information.  
  

On 14th August 2025, 250,000 young people in England collected 
their A-Level results. Many students also collected results for their  
T-Level qualifications. More young people collected their GCSE 
results on 21st August 2025. As such, I would like to open by  
celebrating the achievements of young people across South  
Shropshire and further afield.  
  

I want to ensure every young person in South Shropshire has access 
to high-quality education, training, and employment opportunities 
that will enable them to excel in life. So, on 19th August 2025, I was 
delighted to welcome Employment Minister Alison McGovern MP to 
discuss these issues with me and key local partners at the JobCentre 
Plus in Bridgnorth. By working together, I believe that we can  
unleash rural prosperity and boost employment prospects for our 
residents.  
  

15th August 2025 marked the 80th anniversary of Victory over Japan 
(VJ Day 80). This is the date that finally brought the Second World 
War to an end after six years of bitter conflict across the globe,  
including in the Far East. To mark this special occasion, I visited 
Bridgnorth Cemetery, which is the final resting place for 15 First 
World War and 18 Second World War casualties. It was a humbling 
experience to pay tribute to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
our freedom.  
  

As a veteran, I will always support those who serve our country in 
the Armed Forces and their families. In Parliament, I called on  
Veterans Minister Al Carns to ensure support for veterans benefits 
residents in rural areas like South Shropshire, as the new 'Valour' 
programme was initially launched in more urban areas with Mayoral 
Authorities. I am glad that Al Carns MP confirmed that existing  
organisations in South Shropshire will be apply to able for the  
funding, when details are announced in the coming months. I will 
keep my veterans support webpage updated with the latest details so 
that organisations can apply as soon as possible.  
  

I am committed to supporting our local communities in South  
Shropshire. As part of this, I want to ensure that older and disabled 
people can live with the dignity and respect that they deserve. It was 
excellent to recently visit Arden Grange Care Home in Ditton Priors 
and Care of Excellence, a home-care service based in Ludlow. The 
staff who make up the paid social care workforce provide an  
invaluable service to our community. I am committed to supporting 
them as they help elderly and disabled people.  
  

I am very concerned about crime in rural areas like South Shropshire. 
I was delighted to catch up with representatives from West Mercia 
Police, who are bucking the national trend when it comes to tackling 
crimes like shoplifting. However, government decisions are taking 
valuable resources away from frontline policing - including in rural 
areas like South Shropshire.  
  

Nationally, police numbers have dropped by 1,316 officers over the 
past year and the number of new recruits has plummeted by 17 per 
cent. At the same time, a further 1,800 police jobs are at risk due to 
funding constraints and shoplifting has gone up by 20%. More  
investment in rural areas could make real inroads into these issues. I 
will keep pushing for a fair share of police funding in rural areas like 
South Shropshire.    
 

Stuart Anderson MP 
Member of Parliament  
for South Shropshire  
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A Historic Step Forward: Grief Education Secured 
in Our Schools 
On 15th July 2025, after more than three years of 
tireless campaigning, it was officially announced that 
grief education will now be included in the national 
curriculum for schools in England.  This landmark  
decision marks the first time that learning about 
death, dying and bereavement will be recognised as 
an essential part of a childôs education. By the end of 
primary school, children will learn that change and 
loss ï including bereavement ï can provoke a range 
of feelings, that grief is a natural response to loss, 
and that everyone grieves differently. By the end of 
secondary school, this understanding will be  
deepened, exploring how families and relationships 
change over time, including through birth, death,  
separation and new relationships. 
The campaign was spearheaded by John Adams, of 
Perry & Phillips Funeral Directors (of Bridgnorth, 
Highley and Cleobury Mortimer), author, and past 
President of the National Association of Funeral  
Directors (NAFD). Inspired by the loss of his Mum, 
Maria, when John was 12 years old; the experiences 
supporting grieving families, and motivated by the 
belief that no child should face bereavement without 
understanding and support, John launched a  
parliamentary petition in 2022 whilst National  
President of the NAFD. The petition to add content on 
death, dying and bereavement into the national  
curriculum gained 11,322 signatures, and was  
debated in Parliament in December 2024, which John 
and a small cohort attended, this has now resulted in 
this historic change to statutory guidance for schools. 
John said: 
"This is not just a change in policy ï itôs a change in 
the way our society approaches one of lifeôs most  
difficult but universal experiences. Death touches 
every family. By teaching children from a young age 
about grief, we can create a generation that is more 
compassionate, understanding, and equipped to  
support one another in times of loss. This has been a 
long journey, but itôs only the beginning of what I 
hope will be a lasting cultural shift." 
For churches, this development offers new  
opportunities to connect with and support local 
schools. Grief education aligns closely with the  
Christian call to "mourn with those who mourn"  
(Romans 12:15), helping young people understand 
the value of care, compassion, and hope. It also  
encourages communities to break the silence that 
often surrounds death, creating spaces for open and 
honest conversations. 
Johnôs campaign has already inspired conversations 
beyond the UK, with interest from Australia and New 
Zealand, where John will be speaking at later this 
year. The hope is that this initiative will one day  
become a global movement, ensuring that wherever 
a child grows up, they will have the knowledge,  
language and confidence to face grief with support 
around them. 
The inclusion of grief education in our schools is a 
victory for compassion ï and a reminder that, even in 
the face of lifeôs hardest realities, we can choose to 
respond with kindness, understanding, and love. 

Harvest - as I drove out of Hereford, I was struck by the hard 
work that is going on in the countryside around the city. Straw 
is being collected from the fields, in some places silage is being 
cut and in others harvesting continues. When we were in Devon 
the celebration of Harvest took place across our villages from 
the end of August through to early October. Here in Hereford 
the pattern is similar, and our rural multi parish benefices are 
now beginning to celebrate Harvest. 
The modern harvest festival celebrations that we know today 
was introduced in the Cornish parish of Morwenstow in 1843 
by Rev Robert Hawker. Hawker was quite the eccentric and 
also on occasions was reputed to have dressed up as a mermaid! 
He invited his parishioners to a Harvest service as he wanted to 
give thanks to God for providing such plenty. However, this 
was to counter the festivities and merriment of much more  
ancient pagan celebrations, and he was keen to turn his  
parishioners towards a Christian celebration of harvest.  The 
Christian Harvest celebrations that Hawker wanted to connect 
with were based on what he saw in the Old Testament, and he 
drew on the Jewish festival of Sukkot or feast of Tabernacles. 
ñYou shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the first fruits of your 
labour, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast of 
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the 
field the fruit of your labour.ò  Exodus 23:16 
Even today with modern farming methods It is still an  
opportunity to give thanks to God for his provision for us and 
an opportunity to share with generosity the riches we have  
received. Paul was very clear in his teaching that generosity 
begins in our hearts and is a reflection of the gratitude we have 
towards God for what he has done for us. Generosity is not 
something we have to be coerced into but instead it is  
something freely given. We perhaps need this reminder because 
our wealth and belongings ultimately belong to God, and we are 
simply stewards of what we have. 
ñSo, I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to 
you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so 
that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. The 
point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò 
2 Corinthians 9:5-7 
Our harvest services should reflect this attitude of generosity 
because it points to what is at the heart of our faith that God has 
given us new life in Jesus freely and without condition. This is 
the grace of God at work in our lives. However, as Christians 
we are also called to work in Godôs harvest field. Jesus in his 
teaching told the disciples that they were called to be labourers 
in the Kingdom. 
ñWhen he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,  
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ñThe harvest is  
plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.ò 
Matthew 9:36-38 
As disciples we are called to share the good news of the  
Kingdom and to help bring in Godôs harvest of new followers 
of Jesus. These are the disciples that Jesus calls us to make in 
the Great Commission, and it is part of our role not simply to 
make converts but to mentor and coach the next generation. We 
need to see the harvest not just in terms of crops, fruit and  
vegetables but as a spiritual reality that sees us offer the story of 
Jesus to a world in need. 
The Venerable Derek Chedzey 
Archdeacon of Hereford 
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Friends & Family Test 
The NHS Friends and Family Test (FFT) is a  
national patient survey. It is an important and simple 
way for patients to give feedback about their care 
and treatment you can do this by visiting our  
website, completing a paper copy in surgery (located 
in the wating area) or by replying to the feedback 
text you receive after your appointment  

Keep active  
Thereôs strong evidence that people who are active 
have a lower risk of heart disease, stroke, type 2 
diabetes, some cancers, depression and dementia. 
Regular exercise can help improve your mental 
health, reduce the risk of falling and can be  
beneficial for recovery if you do get ill. Try to reduce 
the amount of time you spend sitting down during 
the day. Break up your time spent being inactive by 
walking around your home or standing up from your 
chair during TV advert breaks or when youôre on the 
phone. There are many activities you could do at 
home, such as walking up and down stairs, dancing, 
gardening, housework, or taking part in online  
fitness classes. It doesnôt matter what you do, as 
long as itôs something you enjoy and keeps you 
moving. Donôt do anything that doesnôt feel  
comfortable and trust your instincts about your own 
limits. Stop if you are feeling any pain or lightheaded 
and stay hydrated.  
For tips on keeping active go to www.nhs.uk/
keepactive or have a look at www.ageuk.org.uk 

Check your medicine cabinet  
Ask your pharmacist what medicines should be in 
your cabinet to help you and your family this winter. 
Many over-the-counter medicines (including  
paracetamol and ibuprofen) are available to relieve 
symptoms of common winter illnesses such as 
colds, sinusitis or painful middle ear infection 
(earache). Your pharmacist can help if you need any 
advice. To manage winter illness symptoms at 
home, you should keep warm, rest, drink plenty of 
fluids, have at least one hot meal a day to keep your 
energy levels up and use over the counter  
medicines to help give relief. For more information 
search ómedicinesô on www.nhs.uk                                      

Appointments Access 
For New and Existing Problems: 
 

Ŀ Complete our Contact Us Online form available via 
our website  
muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk ï your request 
will be reviewed by a member of our team within 2 
working days 
 
 
 

Ŀ Contact us by phone Monday to Friday 8.30 ï 6.00 
pm on 01952 726011 - select Option 1 
(1 -2 pm for urgent calls only) 
 
 
 

Ŀ Visit the surgery and speak to a member of our  
reception team 
Surgery open times 8.30 ï 6.00 pm Monday to  
Friday (please note Cressage is closed between 1-2 
pm). 
 
 
 

To check the time of an appointment which is  
already booked, or to cancel an appointment, please 
call the Practice on 01952 726011 and select  
Option 0 
 
 
 

For Urgent (non-life threatening) Appointments: 
Ŀ Contact us by phone Monday to Friday 8.30 ï 6.00 
pm on 01952 726011 ï select Option 1 
 
 
 

Ŀ Visit the surgery and speak to a member of our re-
ception team 
 
 
 

For Home visits please contact the Practice on 
01952 726011, where possible before 10.30am and 
select Option 1 
 

Please see our Accessing you GP Services leaflet 
available in our waiting rooms.  

Vaccination Campaigns  

We are offering a joint Flu and Covid vaccinations in 

our planned Winter Vaccine Clinics held at William 

Brookes School, Much Wenlock on:  

Saturday 4 October 2025  

Saturday 11 October 2025  

Saturday 25 October 2025  

These clinics will be for booked appointments only. 
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 Mornings Afternoons Evenings 5pm onwards 

Mondays   Move it or Lose it 
13.15 - 14.15 or 
14.30 ï 15.30 

Mat Pilates 
18.30 ï 19.30 
 

Available for hire 

Tuesdays Yoga 
9.30 ï 10.30 
 

Much Wenlock 
Carer Group 
14.00- 16.00 (first 
Tuesday in month) 

Slimming 
World 
17.00 ï 19.00 
 

Monthly Civic  
Society Talks 
19.30 ï 21.00 
(3rd Tuesday in 
month) 

Wednesdays 
 

Pilates 
9.00 -10.00 
 

u3a Ukelele 
14.30 -16.00 
or u3a 2nd 

Wednesday only 
14.00 ï 16.00 

Yoga 18.30 ï 19.30 
Or WI 3rd 

Wednesday only 
19.00 ï 21.00 

Available for hire 

Thursdays Wenlock 
Clickers 
10.30 ï 11.30 

Available for hire Yoga 
18.00 ï 19.00 

Fitness for  
Wellness 
19.30 ï20.30 

Fridays Available for hire for birthday parties, christenings, weddings and wakes,  
meetings, table top sales, coffee mornings and moreé. For more  
information see our website: www.muchwenlockprioryhall.co.uk 

Saturdays 

Sundays 

For more information message us via the Priory Hall Facebook page. 

Check out our regular classes/events at Priory Hall 

News from Shropshire Cllr Chris Naylor 
 

The draft óShropshire and Telford & Wrekin Local Nature Recovery Strategyô has been published and is entering the 
public consultation phase with a focus on two key resources:  

Ï A strategy document outlining county-wide priorities for nature recovery. 

Ï An interactive map showing how the state of our natural environment looks across the county and where  
targeted action could deliver the greatest benefits for wildlife, water, soil and climate resilience. 
 
 

This is all about trying to get us to work together to help restore the natural environment in our local area: whether 
woodland thatôs neglected and dying, or hedges that need patching up, or streams that are suffering pollution.  
Everyoneôs invited to comment whether farmers, local residents, community groups ï do visit the map and draft  
strategy: www.shropshire.gov.uk/lnrs 
 
 

Locally Iôve been busy trying to help residents and parish councils with current issues. In Condover Iôve been talking to 
the quarry about reducing the impact of their gravel trucks on the village, keeping to their agreed operating hours (no 
trucks before 730am!) and avoiding school drop-off and pick-up times. In parallel Iôm working with the parish council to 
prioritise proposals for road safety improvements locally, and talking to the school too. (Iôm told the quarry plans to 
close later this year, but no exact date yet.) 
 

 
 

With Acton Burnell Parish Council Iôve been involved in a number of local issues where I may be able to help ï for in-
stance, planning issues about permission for solar panels, and about developments failing to follow agreed approval; 
completing the white fence and speed signs agreed for the Frodesley approach roads; and pressing for road and drain 
improvements in Ruckley, where Iôm glad to say there has now been some progress on the awful potholes heading up 
to Causewaywood. 
 
 
 

In Church Preen, Kenley, Hughley the top priority I hear about from Parish Council and local residents is the awful pot-
holing especially on the Church Preen to Kenley road. How the mobile library gets through I donôt know. I spent an af-
ternoon photographing and reporting the problems on Fix My Street, then as sadly nothing had happened I  
escalated the problems to Cllr David Vasmer, our new Cabinet Member for Highways, to ask if he could get  
contractors to come our way.  
 
 
 

Cllr Vasmer has seen the potholes here at first hand ï we met with Richard Roycroft, Parish Council Chair, and gave 
him a tour ï when I invited him over to progress discussions about our proposal here for a volunteer team to work with 
the Council on óstreet sceneô needs, eg sign cleaning, hedge trimming, drain checking, as well as minor potholes. This 
links with the new administrationôs plans for more óPartnershipô working with local town and parish councils, following 
the successful model by parish councils in Devon. There the county council are paying parish councils to take on local 
tasks (paying them much less than they would a big contractor of course) and tapping into local knowledge about what 
needs doing when. Iôll be pushing this proposal as a member of the Councilôs new Partnerships Working Group. 
 
 
 
 

chris.naylor@shropshire.gov.uk 07825 745 626 
The Batch, Batch Valley, SY6 6JW 

http://www.m
http://www.muchwenlockprioryhall.co.uk/
http://www.muchwenlockprioryhall.co.uk/
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 Editor:    Eirwen Kinna,  
01522 884664  

(Please leave a message if answer 
phone is on) 

editor@wenlockherald.co.uk 

Wenlock  

Herald  
Grateful thanks to all those 
who have contributed to the 
running costs of the Herald:  
Harley PCC, Anon, Barbara 
Pugh 
 
Anyone who wishes to  
contribute to the Herald in  

appreciation of the magazine 

please send your donations  

direct to our bank  

Name of Account: P.C.C. Much 

Wenlock with Bourton  

Bank: CAF Bank   

Sort Code 40 52 40 

A/c No. 00012460  

 
Please send all editorial 
items to the Editor by email, 
no later than the date 
shown below.  
 
The magazine is printed each 
month (except when there is a  
double issue:   
August/September and  
December/January).   
 
Advertisements:  Requests,  
invoice queries or alterations to 
the editor@wenlockherald.co.uk  
 
Distribution: Any queries  
concerning delivery or help with 
distribution, please contact  
Sally Cooper 01952 727341  
 

The Editor reserves the right to 
monitor received items.  The Editor 
and Management Committee wish 

to point out that they 
accept no 
responsibility for the 
quality or reliability of 
Advertisers work or 
their products and 
editorial content is not 

necessarily the views of the 
Committee. 

     

  12th 

 OCT 
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26th Sept A Floral Evening - Severn Hospice Support (14) 

 

 

1st Wed Pray and Share for the Climate (4) 

  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) 

2nd Thurs Town Council Meeting (11) 

3rd Fri Community Exhibition (11)    The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

4th Sat The Edge Arts Centre (13)     

 Holy Trinity's Coffee Morning (5) 

  Jon Hayward Trust Fundraising Concert (13) 

6th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

7th Tues Male Voice Choir (5)   

  Brockton & District WI (13) 

8th Wed U3A  (5) 

9th Thurs The Edge Arts Centre (13)     

 Cressage and District WI (10)  Singing for Fun (5) 

10th Fri  Soup Lunch (6) 

10th to 12th    Festival of Poetry (11) 

11th Sat Telford Stamp, Card and Coin Club (7) 

  Council Surgery (11/14) 

  Cllr Dan Thomas's Surgery (14) The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

13th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  MW Festival  Annual General Meeting (10) 

15th Wed MW Women's Institute (6)    

  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) 

16th Thurs Butty Van (7)   Cressage Gardening Club (9)  

 Mothers' Union (8) 

17th Fri Flicks in the Sticks (14) 

18th/19th   Shropshire Guild Showing Off Craft Fair (7) 

20th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13)    

 Townswomen's Guild (10) 

21st Tues Civic Society Talk (11) 

23rd Thurs The Edge Arts Centre (13)  

24th Fri The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

25th Sat Made in Shropshire Market (11)  

 The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  Severn Hospice Support Christmas Card Sale (14) 

  Male Voice Choir (8) 

27th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

29th Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) 

30th Thurs An afternoon with Sister Theovouli (15)   

 The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

14th Nov             Church Preen Village Hall Pub Night (11) 

              Severn Hospice Support Winter Supper (14) 

27th Nov             Christmas Lights (11) 

28th Nov to 7th Dec   Scouts Christmas Post Collection (9) 

8th Dec             Scouts Christmas Post Delivery  (9) 

 

OCTOBER 2025   

FUTURE DATES  
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MUCH WENLOCK & CRESSAGE MEDICAL PRACTICE 
www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk 

01952 726011 for both surgeries 

Appointments Available: 
 

Much Wenlock: Monday to Friday am/pm 
 

Cressage: Monday to Thursday am/pm, Friday am 
 

Same Day appointments are available at both 
sites Monday to Friday please ring from 8.30am. 
Telephone consultations available each day at 
both sites. 
 

Emergency Appointments: At the discretion of 
the duty doctor, a number of emergency  
appointments are available each afternoon at 
Much Wenlock. 

Visits:  
 

To request a visit for housebound and  
seriously ill patients, please contact the 
surgery before 10.00 am where possible. 
 

Nurse Led Clinics: 
Nurse led appointments for monitoring asthma, 
diabetes and COPD together with child  
immunisation and travel immunisation clinics are 
available. 
 

Nurse Led Triage Service: 
Telephone service run daily for advice, where 
possible, for advice on test results, immunisation 
queries and general health queries. 

Contacting the Practice: 
For same day/urgent appointments or home visit 
requests, please ring the Practice from  8.30 am 
For routine appointments, please ring after  
9.00 am (to avoid congestion on the phone  
system for those patients needing a same day 
appointment) 
General enquiries, please ring after 10.00 am 
For test results please ring after 2.00 pm 

 

West Mercia  
Womenôs Aid 

 

24 hour Domestic Violence  
Helpline 

0800 783 1359   
 

Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin 

 

Providing affordable local door 
to door transport for individuals 
unable to access existing public 
transport.  Spacious fourteen 
seat minibus with tail life, fully 
equipped and wheel chair  

accessible. 
Group hire for non profit  
organisations based in the  

Corvedale area 

D   
are óhousedô at The Priory Hall; The Fire Station, Smithfield Road; 

The Leisure Centre, William Brookes School; Pinefields 
Community Room; High Street (under the Corn Exchange); 
Cricket Pavillion: Brockton CofE Primary School; Church Preen 
Village Hall. Easthope (phone box); Kenley School Room; Shipton 
Village Hall; Stanton Long (phone box); Presthope Grange 

Residential Park Home Site (Before No1 Red Admiral Way TF13 
6FG); former Post Office building in Bourton.  

Much Wenlock and Cressage Compassionate  
Communities (CoCo) 

 

Due to increased demand, we need more Coco volunteers 
Coco volunteers provide companionship and a willingness to help  
people in practical ways.  This could be helping with paperwork,  
collecting prescriptions, shopping together, befriending, walking a dog 
or feeding a cat; anything that the person and their volunteer agree 
might be helpful.  If you are able to support someone in the community, 
please contact the surgery for more information on 01952 726011. 

Housing Support  
Service 

Shropshire Housing Group 
and the  

SUSTAIN Consortium 
The support  service offers local 
residents help with housing  

related issues.   
We aim to  

enable people of all ages and  
backgrounds to maintain 
 independence in their own 
homes and develop the skills 
and confidence to become 
more involved in the ommunity 

if they wish to.  
Contact The Housing Support 
Officer:  07582 004047  

CLOSING DATE for November edition is 12th October 

Prescription Ordering: 
To order Repeat Prescriptions please contact 
the POD team via: 
Telephone: 0333 358 3509 
Phone lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am ï 
5pm (Excluding Bank Holidays) 
Email: shropshire.pod@nhs.net  
POD will respond to emails within 24 hours dur-
ing opening times. 
Please contact Prescription Ordering Direct for 
your Repeat Prescription when you have 7 days 
of medication remaining. 
Please note the POD phone lines are busiest on 
Monday and Tuesday mornings, if at all possible 
please try to avoid these times when using the 
POD service as it may result in a longer waiting 
time. 

WENLOCK FORESTER  
TRUST  

GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

Improving life  
for the elderly in the  
Much Wenlock area 
Registered Charity No: 1140882 

 

The Trust invites  
applications for grants with 
its Objectives requiring that 
these must be for the relief 
of financial hardship,  
sickness and poor health 
amongst elderly people in 
and around Much Wenlock 
but also within Shropshire, 
but not from elsewhere. 
 
 
 

Applications for projects that 
might benefit a number of  
individuals will be welcomed 
by the Trustees.   
 
 
 

Applications forms can be  
obtained from the Trustôs  
website at 
 

www.mwfctrust.com or email 
to mwfctrust@gmail.com  or  
 

telephone the Trustôs  
Chairman,  
Mark Laws 07703 114823  

Carer Connect 
A community group dedicated to 
our unpaid carers; providing an 
opportunity to connect with other 
carers and local support  

services. 
Meeting on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at Priory Hall - from 

2pm until 4pm. 
Carers can attend alone or with 
the person they care for. 
Refreshments are provided. 
Please contact Jo at the surgery 
for more information on  
01952 726011. 

http://www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk/
mailto:mwfctrust@gmail.com
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Accommodation, Food and Drink 
Eaton Manor (4) Hungerford Farm (Pembrokeshire)  
Touring, Caravan & Motorhome Park (12) Tea on The 
Square (6)  The Gaskell Arms (11) Takeaway (2) 
 

Builders and Decorators 
Brian McAvoy(7) Olive Interiors Painting & Decorating (4) 
Much Wenlock Roofing (3) DP Plastering (9) DWS  
Property Services (9) James Corfield Contracting Ltd (13)
Rex Titley (8)  SMB - Steve Mitton (7) TBC Building Con-
tractors (7)WMB Building (8) 
 

Care and Education 
Brockton Preschool (8)  Church Preen Pre-School &  
Primary School (3) Inspiring Maths Tutor - Bob Stirling (8) 
Home Instead (7) Little Willows Nursery  Much Wenlock
(6)  Maths Tutor (5) New Chapters Fostercare (12) 
Oran Stafford Tutoring Service (4) 
 

Carpentry and Joinery 
A & M Joinery (2) Select Joinery (5) Wrekin Wood (6) 
 

Cleaning Services 
Annôs Household Cleaning Service (10)   Oven Valeting 
Service (4)  
 

Computer Services 
Personal Computer Clinic (2)  

 

Electricians 
Copeland Electricals (3) E W Humphries (3)   
 

Garden and Landscape Services 
Brian Merrick Xternal-Designs (4)  Gary Pearce (8)  
GL Landscaping (4)  Groundhogs (9) Harley Nursery (11) 
Joffrey Watson Tree Surgeon (2) Peter Marlow (10) 
Shropshire Lawn Company (7) Stephen Gregory (6)  The 
Tree Man (10) Tracy Blackband Garden Designs (3) 
 

Hairdressing  
Dads & Lads (1)  The Salon (5) Vivianôs Mobile  
Hairdressing (9) 
 

Health and Therapy 
Clare Darbyshire (Optician) (11) Karen Hearle Abbey 
Chiropodist (1) Move it or Lose it (12) Pure Wellness (7) 
Shropshire Foot Practice (4) The Body Clinic (3) Wenlock 
Pharmacy (2) Wenlock Nero Physio (9) 
 

Household Services 
Man with a Van (3) Kestrel Homes (5) Local Handyman 
(8) JCJ Pest Control (6) Logs2Your Door (11) Logs for 
Sale - The Tree Man (10)  Richard Brassington -  
Chimney Sweep (5) Robôs Maintenance Services (11)  
S L Coldicott Roofing Contractor (3) Smallshaws Ridge 
Fuels - Coal Merchant (1) Stanton Sweeps (7)  Tele-Satt 
Aerial (12) 
 
 
 

Legal and Professional Services 
Fodens Solicitors (2) Linguist (3) Maws Gallery (Picture 
Framer) (4)  Northwood & Sons (Funeral Directors) (4)    
Starla Services (13) Stephanie James Accountant (7)  
 

Miscellaneous Services 
Lady Forester Trust (Charitable Trust) (5)  

 

Pets and Veterinary Services 
Priory Vets much Wenlock Ltd (12) Severn Edge (1)  
Southwater Veterinary Group (2) Much Wenlock Dog  
Walker (5) 
 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Hall (5)  Craig Mackender (3) Gosling Energy  
Solutions (2) James Elwell-Perfect Plumbing (6) J Morris 
Plumbing & Heating (4)  
 

Public Halls and Meeting Places 
Harley Village Hall (9) Methodist Church Hall (4) Much 
Wenlock Priory Hall (3)  

 

Retailers 
A Ryan and Son (Butchers) (11) Chemist - Wenlock  
Pharmacy (2) Croft Design (12) Memories Antiques &  
Collectables (7)Pig & Pie (6) The Pan Shop (1) 
 

Transport, Vehicles, Repairs and Services 
Drivetime School of Motoring (4) John Esp (3) Nick Cooke 
Car Repairs & Servicing (8) Remap & Service Experts Ltd 
(6) The Friendly Bus (10) Wenlock Motors (8) 
 

Windows and Doors 
Dudley's Glass (9) The Real Bridgnorth Windows (1)  
Trotfield Windows (6) 
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