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WENLOCK TEAM MINISTRY 
Team         Revd Preb Matthew Stafford, The Rectory, New Road, Much Wenlock  TF13 6EQ 

Rector:         Tel: (01952) 727396     e-mail: wenlockrectory@btinternet.com 

Team Vicar:   Revd Lisa Harper (Rector of Apedale & Team Vicar of The Wenlock Team) 
   The Rectory, Hope Bowdler, Church Stretton  SY6 7DD    Tel: 07808 924223  
Team Curate:  Revd Sam Rigby, 3 Park Road, Much Wenlock TF13 6JH   Tel:  07437 523274 
 

Associate Priests:    Revd Canon Robert Bull email: robertdb8083@gmail.com  ̀
  Revd David Janes (01952 727393) 

Readers:     Mr Paul Trenberth, The Old Rectory, Harley, SY5 6LP    (510547) 

Wenlock Herald Editor:  Mrs Eirwen Kinna.(01522 884664)  
   editor@wenlockherald.co.uk 

Wenlock Herald Treasurer: Mr Andrew Ramsay (07775 567654  )  
   ajruk@live.co.uk 
   1 Manor House Close, Much Wenlock. TF13 6LZ 
Donations payable to  PCC Much Wenlock with Bourton or direct to the Bank account 00012460 Sort code 40 52 40      
Please specify the donation is for The Wenlock Herald. If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider gift aidðfor every 

Ã1 donated, we, as a charity, can claim an extra 25p from HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC)  
or see page 4 for QR code                            

MEMBERS OF CHURCHES WITHOUT A PLACE OF WORSHIP IN MUCH WENLOCK 
Much Wenlock Ecumenical Committee invites members of any Christian Church to united services and  
interdenominational events in the  Wenlock area.   Details  published in editions of  this  magazine.   
We hope that you will worship with us at local church services, in so far as your conscience permits. 

\ Berrington with Betton Strange \ Church Preen \ Cound \ Cressage \  Easthope \ Harley \ 

\ Hughley \ Kenley \ Sheinton \ Shipton \ Stanton Long \ Much Wenlock with Bourton \ 

Web  Team: www.wenlockchurches.co.uk 
Sites           Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock: www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 
                 Berrington: www.friendsofberringtonchurch.weebly.com  
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during on the following days, *except on St David, St Patrick and St Andrew Days  

                 when the appropriate flag will fly.   

CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 
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First Reading:  
Daniel 7.1-3,15-18 
 
Psalm 149 
 
New Testament:  
Ephesians 1.11-23 
 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 6.20-31  

First Reading:  
Jov 19.23-27a 
 
Psalm 17,1-9 
 
New Testament:  
2 Thessalonians 2.1-5, 
13-17 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 20.27-38  

First Reading:  
Malachi 4.1-2a 
 
Psalm 98 
 
New Testament:  
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 
 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 21.5-19  

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 23.1-6 
 
Psalm  46 
 
New Testament:  
Colossians 1.11-20 
 
 
Gospel:  
Luke 23.33-43  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 2.1-5 
 
Psalm 122 
 
New Testament:  
Romans 13.11-14 
  
 
Gospel:  
Matthew 24.36-44  

1st November   All Saints Day 

http://www.wenlockchurches.co.uk
http://www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk
http://www.friendsofberringtonchurch.weebly.com
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CLERGY LETTER  

CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The dark nights are creeping in, the weather is getting colder, the animals are hibernating and we snuggle 

down in front of the fire planning Christmas.  Or is that just me?  The stores have been stocking the  

Christmas fayre since October and we havenôt even had Bonfire night or Remembrance Sunday yet.  Maybe 

Iôm just feeling a little nostalgic about my childhood when there seemed to be very clear seasons and  

unwritten rules of what happened when.  I fear the excitement and anticipation of the times and seasons has 

disappeared along with the yellow pages and Argos catalogue.  Why we would need to buy Christmas  

chocolates and turkey in October baffles me, we can get anything we want 24/7 delivered to the door right 

up to Christmas Eve. 

 

The book of Ecclesiastes in the Bible holds words of wisdom attributed to King Solomon.  Chapter 3 of this 

book suggests that ñThere is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavensò.  I 

donôt think the writer was suggesting we focus on only one season at a time, Christmas had not been  

established when this was written never mind Halloween and Bonfire Night.  It is understood that life itself 

has seasons -  ña time to be born and a time to die,  a time to plant and a time to uproot éééé a time to 

be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.ò  In  

other words there are times in life that we cannot control no matter how hard we try and the death of  

someone we love dearly is one of those times.  This is a passage quite often used at funerals to give hope 

to those who are bereaved.  It helps us to see that true comfort and happiness will only come by placing our 

trust in God and seizing the opportunities that God offers. 

 

November is the month of remembering.  Remember, remember the 5th of November! 

Cinder toffee, sparklers and frozen fingers and toes waiting for the bonfire to be lit.  In the 

Christian calendar it is also time to remember our loved ones long since passed, to  

remember the lives that we shared.  A time for memorial services and Remembrance 

Sunday Services.  This remembering is not being morbid just a time to honour our  

families, share memories and to give thanks for their lives.   A time to not only remember 

our loved ones but also those saints who did great works for God.   

 

Did you know Saint Odo of Cluny was a Benedictine Monk who established the annual commemoration of 

the faithful departed now known as All Souls Day.  Wenlock Priory in Much Wenlock housed Cluniac monks 

for several hundred years and so in honour of St Odo this year there will be a Bereavement Walk on Sunday 

2nd November 2pm an alternative space to wander and honour your loved ones.  All are invited to join Holy 

Trinity Much Wenlock and English Heritage for this special event at Wenlock Priory. 

 

As November passes we are led to the time of anticipation - the season of Advent when in every church 

around the world we prepare for the joy of celebrating the birth of Christ.  So if you, like me, are feeling  

nostalgic about the lost times why not join us as we honour the season that has been celebrated for  

hundreds of years - Advent. Each week in Advent the advent wreath is lit and we hear stories of key  

Christian characters. This then follows with the singing of Advent and Christmas Carols and sipping mulled 

wine, Crib services and Bethlehem Mass - this is your invitation to join us one and all. 

 

Amen 

 

Revd Lisa Harper  

(Rector of Apedale & Team Vicar of The Wenlock Team) 
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The Catholic Community 
in Much Wenlock 

 
                
 

Please contact Elizabeth Sutherland 
01952 727 548 for Dates of  

Mass celebrations  
at the Priory Hall at 3pm  
when all are welcome, 

 

Tea/coffee afterwards 
 

 
The Catholic parish priest: 
 Fr Iain Griffiths, St Johnôs,  

13 Northgate, Bridgnorth  WV16 4ER 
01746 762348 iaingriffiths@hotmail.com  

The Prayer Board  
in Holy Trinity Church  

 

    is open to all who want to write their  
requests or express their gratitude. 
The meetings to read these prayers 
takes place at 10.a m on Monday 

 mornings in the Lady Chapel. 
 
 All are welcome.                 

Beryl  Bull 01952 727427 

FROM THE TEAM REGISTERS 

                        
Through the waters of baptism, may all be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit 

Sheila Costin  
 

Rest eternal grant unto them  O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them 

MARRIAGE:    

Minister: Rev Nik Wooler 07732 263838 

Bless marriages, we pray, and walk beside them, through all their life together  

5th November 
12.00pm at Holy Trinity Church  
A small group of us meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month, at 12 noon 
in Holy Trinity Church, to give thanks 
for creation and to share our anxieties 

and concerns about the climate emergency.   We 
use the very moving and inspirational liturgy and the 
monthly news items published by Pray and Fast for 
the  
Climate. We are a very friendly group and we feel 
supporting each other is very important in this  
difficult time.   Everyone is welcome. 
 
 
 

For anymore information please contact  
Gill Davis, 01952 727524,  gillvdavis@gmail.com. 

Pray 
and 
Share 
for the 
Climate 

BAPTISM:   

MUCH 
WENLOCK 

If you wish to give a donation no matter how 
small or large to assist in covering the cost 
of production, you may consider donating 
annually towards the cost of your copy each 

month.  Or maybe sponsor the  
coloured front page, be you an individual, 

society or business.     
Please contact the editor or treasurer  

(details on inside cover) 

FUNERAL: 

We are registered with  
the Parish Giving  
Scheme which allows  
you to give to this  
Parish securely and  
safely online.  The QR  
code can direct you to  
our parish page for  
setting up a Regular  
direct debit or a One Off Gift.  
Please click 'Regular Giving'  
to set up a monthly, quarterly, or annual  
Direct Debit or óOne-Off Giftô to make a  
single gift using your Debit, Credit Card or 
Apple/Google Pay wallet.  

WENLOCK HERALD  
DELIVERY 

 

We are urgently looking 
for a volunteer to deliver 

the Herald to Havelock Crescent and 
Stretton Road each month (currently 
33 properties).  If you are able to help, 

please contact  
Sally Cooper 
01952 727341 

sally-cooper@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Thank you! 
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Much Wenlock WI  

 
 
 

Usually meet on third Wednesday of the month 
           
 

Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 7.00pm 
 
 

Strange Meetings:  
Come and listen to  

Shaun Higgins read the words of  
Wilfred OwenðNoted First World War Poet   

 

Visitors especially welcome.  
Non-members Ã5. 

 

Contact muchwenlockwi@gmail.com 
01952 726748. 

MUCH WENLOCK METHODIST 
CHURCH FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
Many people are generous with their  
contributions of food, toiletries and other 
household goods but also people put money 
into our collecting box, which is used to purchase other 
things that we also need like nappies, baby wipes,  
baby food etc. etc. 
 
 

Thank you to all who have been so generous in so 
many ways. 

Brian Oakley 01952 510546 

Events at the Community Room  
Pinefields Close & High Causeway 

For information about Housing Support, Group Activities or use 
of the Community Room, please contact  
Julie Painting (Housing Support Officer) 

 on 07582 004047 Julie.Painting@starhousing.org.uk   
Mondays:   
Extend  Exercises weekly    10.15ð11.15 (not Bank Holidays) 
Ukelele Group  2:00 ï 4:00pm 
Tuesdays:  
Coffee Groupðevery other week  10.00ð12.00  
Age UK Friendship Group 10.30ð12.30 last Tues each month 
U3A Art Group  weekly              2.00ð4.00  
Belly Dancing Class.             5:30 ï 7:00pm  
Thursdays:  
Housing Support Drop In           10.00 ï 12.00  

Craft, Chat and Cake  
Usually meet on 1st Thursday each month  

Methodist Church, King Street, 2-4pm.    
Bring along your knitting, sewing, painting etc. 
There will be tea and cake and good company. 
Sue Freeston 727628 or Lesley Cammies 726735  

Singing for Fun  
Usually held on 2nd Thursday of the month  

Thursday 13th November  
2pm at the Methodist Church  

and mid session refreshments are 
planned.   

 

n.warrington993@btinternet.com 
 

This is a dementia friendly activity 

Holy Trinity Coffee Morning  
A warm and friendly venue for both local people 
and visitors to the town and also providing a 
much needed financial contribution to our Parish 
Church. 
 

The Environmental Group is hosting this 
on Saturday 1st November 
 
 

If you wish to book a coffee morning please 
contact one of the Churchwardens: 
Susan 01952 727988 or Francine 07779 000450  

Usually every second Wednesday  
in the month except August 

 
 
 

At The Priory Hall,  
Much Wenlock 

Wednesday 12th Novemberð2pm 
We Welcome the Return of 

Man of History 
Max Keen 

with his talk entitled 
Oliver Cromwell 

óRoyal Executioner or Our Chief of Staffô 
 
 

The talk will be followed by refreshments 
We look forward to seeing you 

 

Non-members welcome ï for a Ã2 entrance fee 
New members always welcome  

Want to know more about the u3a? 
Alison Richards email amrichards64@icloud.com 

07474040646 

10.30 am to 2.30 pm 

Saturday 29th November 

Hughley Village Church 
Tea, coffee & delicious 

cake served 
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Soft TennisðA gentler form of the 
full game of Lawn Tennis.  Played  
indoors on a badminton size court.  The 
balls are softer and slower.  Good fun and a 

proper piece of exercise.   
All Ages Welcome.  

 

We meet in the Leisure Centre, Much Wenlock ï 
Wednesdays ï 5.00p.m. to 6.00p.m. 
n.warrington993@btinternet.com 

            SOUP LUNCH-    

RAISING FUNDS FOR CHARITY 
 

WHERE:    Holy Trinity Church  

                  Much Wenlock 

WHEN:      Friday 14h November 2025 

FROM:       Midday till 1.30pm 

ON OFFER: 4 soups, one of which is Gluten Free 

COST:      Donations to this monthôs chosen charity 

WHICH IS:   Much Wenlock First Responders  

                 In October we raised Ã372.00 for STAY. 

 
 

This is a dementia friendly activity. 
Usually 2nd Friday each month apart from  

August and December 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Please do not let the word study deter you 
from thinking about attending to see for 
yourself. This is not a Bible knowledge 
competition and there are no tests. Rather we are a 
friendly supportive fellowship who meet every Thurs-
day morning in Homer, or occasionally in Much 
Wenlock, to consider parts of the Bible, to share 
views on what it means to us and, particularly, if it 
raises questions or confusion for us.  
If you would like to try it out or for any further  
information please contact Alan Gainer on 01952 
727879; or John Cumberland on 01952 727386  

 

RUSHBURY AND CARDINGTON WI  
We meet in Cardington Village Hall for late Autumnal and 
Winter months and in Rushbury Village Hall for rest of the 
year, usually on the third Wednesday of every month at 
2.00 pm Jan and Feb and at 7.30 pm for the rest of the 
year.   
We welcome all - fellow WIs and those from our local  
communities.  Anyone interesting joining or even road  
testing us please call or text our President, Liz Fullbrook 
on 07970924507.   

MUCH WENLOCK  
FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

A social group for people aged 
over 60 to meet up, enjoy some 

light refreshment and make new friends.  The 
Pinefields Community Centre, 1 Pinefields Close, 
Much Wenlock TF13 6DA, usually on the last  
Tuesday of the month, 10.30am - 12.30pm, but 
meeting dates can change, so please check with 
Wellbeing services for details of the next meeting. 
Cost: Free, but we would welcome a donation of 
Ã2.00 per session to cover costs 
Contact:  Wellbeing services 01743 233 123 
                Email: enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk 

MUCH WENLOCK  
BOWLING CLUB            
Gaskell Recreation Ground 

COME AND JOIN US, YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
We run 5 teams in local leagues.   Friendly competitions 
held throughout the year.  Social bowling with friends  
every Thursday.   
New to bowling? Free tuition and equipment available 

ENQUIRIES TO OUR SECRETARY AT:  
muchwenlockbc@gmail.com 

CENTENARY WORLD DAY 
OF PRAYER  

Friday 6th March 2026  
Service for everyone  

Followed by tea and cake  
 

Much Wenlock Methodist Church  

Always a fun evening at our  

FAMILY FRIENDLY QUIZ  

SHIPTON VILLAGE 

HALL  

Wednesday 3 December  

7.30pm with bar and raffle 

Team and spot prizes  

Only Ã4 per person 
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H        N    ! 
Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls  

10.30 am ñWednesdays  
5th and 19th November 2025  
HARLEY VILLAGE HALL  

All are most welcome for coffee (or tea), biscuits, 
carpet bowls and a chat.   

For further information please phone 01952 510547  

 

Much Wenlock Ecclesiastical Charity 
 

A Grant Making Charity Supporting the Community of 
Much Wenlock with faith, hope and love. 

 

If you or your organisation would like to discuss to 
see if you meet the criteria or apply please write to: 
The Rectory, New Road, Much Wenlock TF13 6EQ  
Or Email: mwec@muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 

 

Application Forms can be downloaded from: 
www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 

FARMERôS BUTTY VAN      
Thursday 20th November at 1030 to 1200 hrs 
 at Upper Farm, Gretton, near Cardington 
SY6 7HU by kind permission of John and 
Wendy Rogers and Family  
Thank you again for your kind support of our 
work in the farming community. 
We hope to have two new Butty Vans operating in the 
New Year in the second quarter, another in Shropshire 
and the other near to Stratford upon Avon! 

Residents of Much Wenlock are warmly invited 

to join William Brookes School students, staff, 

governors, parents and carers for our  

Remembrance ceremony on  

Tuesday 11th November.  

Please arrive at the front of the 

school for 10.45am and join us  

afterwards for light  

refreshments.  

Enquiries 

to mark.jones@wbs.318education.co.uk  

VJ and Peace Service Part Two on Friday 
the 28th November starting at 1900 hrs. 
Unfortunately, we had so many stories and artefacts 
to look at we just ran out of time in August.  It has 
been decided to invite people to attend this eveningôs 
Peace Service at Harley Village Hall.  We will contin-
ue with stories and artefacts from peopleôs relatives 
who were there in those dark days. 
We will be offering Cheese and Biscuits/Bread as 
light food for the evening at a cost of Ã8 a person.  
You will need to bring your own choice of drinks for 
the evening. 
Since we can only fit fifty into the village Hall, 
entrance must be pre-booked with Paul on 01952 
510547 on a fist come basis. 

ST. MARYôS CHURCH HARLEY  
FESTIVAL OF LIGHT  
Saturday 6th December 6pm to 8pm.  
Come and see the church decorated for  
Christmas by candlelight. Enjoy mulled wine and 

mince pies and Father Christmas will be in his grotto.  
 
 

Consideration is being given to the type and level of the display 
during these times of increasing energy prices. 
We have decided to repeat a request which has been very  
popular and well supported. For the Festival of Light, the  
Nativity, Carol Service, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day  
services we are inviting you to bring a gift of non-perishable 
food. This will be placed on one of the displays in the church 
and after Christmas taken to a Food Bank to boost their supplies 

HARLEY NATIVITY SERVICE 
Our Annual Nativity Play on Sunday 7th 
December at 5pm at St Maryôs Church.  
 

There we will have our usual joyous  
celebration of the Christmas story with chil-
dren and adults taking part with traditional 
Carols.  
 

Would any adult or child wishing to take part please let 
Paul Trenberth know by the 30th November on 510547 so 
that the script can reflect the numbers attending. 

CRESSAGE & DISTRICT WI 

Cressage Village Hall   

Celia Rawlings and Josephine Bennet have served 
jointly as President this past year. This has worked 
very well, sharing the load, and we would  
recommend it to any WI having difficulty attracting 
members to take on the role. 
 

We held our AGM on Thursday 9th October when 
Members received and accepted reports from the 
Treasurer, Secretary and Presidents. The current 
Committee were re elected with Celia accepting the 
nomination to be President for 2026, with Josephine 
as Vice President. 
 

Veronica Pryce and Sue Freeston were awarded the 
competitions prizes. A display of the Cressage  
entries entered in the recent WI Show was much  
admired. Cressage won one class óHobbiesô being 
awarded a silver cup to hold for the year. 
 

A delicious Bring and Share supper followed the  
business meeting with our generous members  
contributing the food and drinks. 
 

The next meeting on Thursday 13th November will 
be our 90th Birthday Celebration when Members and 
invited Guests will meet in the Village Hall to enjoy a 
Buffet Supper, enjoy items from past minutes and 
some music reflecting the past years. 

Ruth 01952 510 546 
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MOTHERSô UNION 
Christian Care for Families                                                      

For further information please contact one of the  
following. 

LEADER:             Gill Reynolds               727620 
SECRETARY:     Jean Gladstone           728520 

MUCH WENLOCK  
MALE VOICE CHOIR 

 

Tuesdays 7.30pm at William Brookes 
School.  

New members are always welcome. 
 

Last month saw the choir hold a ócome and singô  
evening which allowed us to share how our practices 
work to potential recruits. Happily for us a few men 
came along to try us out, and hopefully they will join up 
long term. The door is always open of course for any 
others to join us who missed the event, just ring the 
number below for further information. 
 

By the time of publication, we will have just sung a full 
concert at Habberley Village Hall, with monies going 
towards the hallôs upkeep. Interesting fact, Habberley 
and its surrounding countryside was used by Mary 
Webb, the Shropshire novelist, in her 1916 novel, The 
Golden Arrow, although she named it Bitterley, not to 
be confused with the village of the same name near 
Ludlow! 
 

We are now into full practice mode in preparation for 
Christmas. Following the cancellation of last yearôs 
Christmas Fayre due to the freak weather conditions, 
we are delighted to have been asked once more to 
sing under the Corn Exchange on the Saturday  
morning, 6th December at 11am.  
 

Also, the choir will be holding its own Christmas con-
cert again at 7pm on Tuesday 16th December at the 
William Brookes School. This is a FREE concert with 
mince pies and mulled wine, a Christmas raffle and 
also a pay bar that will be open before and after the 
event. Stay if youôd like to enjoy a festive sing song in 
the bar. Tickets for entry are available from Penny Far-
thing in The Square as well as through choir members 
or by ringing the number below.  
 

Please join us to get in the 
mood for Christmas. 
 

Dick Langford  
 

MUCH WENLOCK DOG WALKING 
GROUP  óUNLEASHEDô 

Come and take your dog on a Sniffari!  
Meet likeminded friendly and fun people for 
a lovely off leash walk and a good sniff 
around and a good natter about all things dogs. The 
walk will be approximately 1 to1.5 hours long.  There 
will be a brief etiquette chat to ensure all dogs are 
safe and enjoying the walk.  Meeting place is the 
National Trust car park by the turning for Hughley at 
9.30 am Saturdays.  
Bring your best friend! (donôt forget the poo bags) 
Further information from Daniela 07976 411425 

Website        www.mwmvchoir.org.uk 
Facebook     facebook.com/mwmvchoir 
Instagram     mwmalevoicechoir 
Email            chairmanmwmvc@gmail.com 
Phone          01952 728758 

Following on from our Annual Dinner in July,   
August saw 3 members attend the Mary Sumner 
Day service at Bishops Castle together with other 
MU groups in the area.   
 

On October 16th the Rev Lisa Harper came and 
told us about her journey to the ministry.  This was 
a fascinating insight to her life before and after  
becoming a minister.  After the meeting, which was 
held in the morning, we all enjoyed a shared lunch. 
 

This month our meeting weill be held on 20th  
November and will be an afternoon of Memberôs 
Memories.  This will be held at 25 Swan Meadow 
and will be at our usual time of 2pm, 
 

We hold our meeting on the third Thursday of the 
month starting at 2 pm and visitors are always  
welcome.  Venue will be announced in the Herald. 

5k Your Way Move Against Cancer 
A support group with a difference for 
anyone affected by cancer 
Parkrun events on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Afterwards we go for coffee and chat ! Our 
groups are all very friendly and  
supportive. 
 
 

We meet at Shrewsbury parkrun in the Quarry park 
and one in Telford who meet at Telford parkrun in 
Telford town park. Both groups meet at 8.45am for 
a 9am start on the last Saturday of the month.   
shrewsburygroup@5kyourway.org 
telfordgroup@5kyourway.org 

Weave only a Trace Exhibition 
18th ï 30th November  

Footprint Gallery, Jackfield Tile 
Museum, Ironbridge TF8 7AP 
Open Daily 10am-4pm  
FREE ADMISSION 

 

Exhibition of Basketry and natural fibres, showcasing 
the diverse range and skill of twelve dedicated artists 
with willow, hazel and rush baskets, a willow coffin, 
urns and contemporary art pieces.  
A variety of workshops and family fun demonstrations 
will be taking place as well as a willow bed tour and a 
Shop selling unique hand-crafted gifts. 
 

Visit Facebook and Instagram: @weaveonlyatrace 
Visit our website www.weaveonlyatrace.co.uk  
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3rd Thursday every 
month except August at 
Cressage Village Hall.  
7.30pm 

1st Much Wenlock Scout 
Group, Christmas Post. 
t's that time of year...well nearly so and, in 
the spirit of Being Prepared, here are the 
arrangements for this year's collection. 
Your past donations have helped us to 

purchase some new tents and they have certainly 
been put to good use. This coming.year we are  
concentrating on.our community garden, so thank 
you in advance for using the Scout Christmas Post! 
 

As usual, please give us a clue as to not-so-obvious 
addresses, so that we can find them easily and we 
can only deliver by hand in the Much Wenlock town. 
We shall be collecting cards and donations in Mrs 
P's sweetshop on the High Street from Friday  
November 28th to the 6th December. We shall  
deliver the cards during the week beginning the 8th 
December. We shall also have a collection point at 
the Christmas tree farm on 6th & 7th December. 
   

Please come and visit us there to make a Christmas 
table decoration, have a hot chocolate and buy 
some hand made Christmas presents too! 

Many thanks to all who have  
supported us in the past, we 
are very grateful,  
and Happy Early Christmas! 

Our Rainbows meet on Wednesdays 
5.30pmï6.30pm  
Brownies meet on Fridays 6.00pm ï 
7.30pm   
Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 

7.15pm ï 8.45pm during term-time. 
If you would like to express your interest as a  
volunteer or if you would like to register your child, 
please visit the following links: 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-
volunteer/register-to-volunteer/ 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-a-child/ 
For an informal chat, feel free to call Lily (Rainbows) 
at 07711 111346, or Katie (Brownies and older) at 
07503 893532.  

Small is Beautiful 
My title parish where I served as curate for 3 years 
always attracted a large congregation.  The Sunday 
Eucharist in Leominster Priory was, and maybe still, a 
great occasion with usually 200 plus communicants.   
 
 

It was out of my experience as I had always  
worshipped in small country parishes where there 
was an intimacy of worship and togetherness.   
Although I was blessed by a really wonderful curacy 
which set me in good stead for the coming years, 
small was where I have found my true identity.   
 
 

Why should this be? Surely a large and vibrant 
church is what we measure the success of the  
ministry by! 
 
 

There is an imperative to come to the Lord as we are. 
Usually, with a small number, it is possible to  
engender a quiet, reflective atmosphere.  The Word, 
prayers and Holy Communion can all expand and 
become closer to us.   
 
 

It is a tragedy in the contemporary church,  
particularly in the countryside, that sustaining a small 
congregation is seen as a waste of resources. It is a 
sad, materialistic world view that judges a small  
congregations of half a dozen as expendable.  It may 
be in management terms unrealistic, but in the  
values of the Kingdom of God it has an incalculable 
an eternal value. 
 
 
 

The small congregations serve sacrificially to keep 
the heartbeat of prayer and 
thanksgiving alive in their  
communities.  The angels must 
weep every time a church door 
is locked because only a half  
dozen worship there, after all 
Jesus said, 
ñWhere two or three are  
gathered together in my name I 
am in the midstò    
(Matthew 18 v20) 
 
 
 

 Father Mike Kinna  
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Wenlock Olympians Athletics Club   
Do you enjoy running, jumping and throwing?   

at The Leisure Centre.  
9.00-10.30am for ages 8, 9 and 10 

10.00-11.30am for ages 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 
 

If you would like to find out more please see our website 
www.wenlockolympians.org 

MUCH WENLOCK  
TOWNWOMENôS GUILD 
downes816@btinternet.com   
usually meet every 3rd Mondayð2.00pm 
 

COUND AND DISTRICT TENNIS 
CLUB 

Come and join in our fun and social  
tennis community  

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub 
 

or use our Cound and District Tennis Club 
Homepage QR Code 

 

For membership enquiries please contact 
us at membershipatcound@btinternet.com  
 
 

Adult beginners courses, adults drills & cardio, Juniors 
Saturday coaching and private lessons 

 

Please contact Club Coach Graham Hart on  
07960 970 017 or email hartg734@aol.com  

BOOKS! 
Did you know that Shropshire  
Libraries run a free mobile ser-
vice?  Mobile van covers 71 stops in 
the South East of the county.  You 
can use your Shropshire library membership card or join 
the library service on board if you are not already a  
member - it's free!  There is a wheelchair lift if you need 
help getting on board, just ask the driver. You can return 
loans from any Shropshire library.  Visit our web-
site www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries. If you click on 
"mobile libraries" it will show you your nearest stop and 
when the library will next be there.  Or phone number 
01743 255024. 

On 5 September, members welcomed a return visit 
by Rob Robertson, who told us all about his visits 
to China and schools in the Middle Kingdom and 
his work in training teachers in the north and south 
areas of Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Rizhao and 
Shandong.  Chairman Mao has a great influence 
on everyone and everything in China, and students 
are very proud of China and communism, and  
especially the countryôs development of fireworks, 
printing, papers and the compass. 
 

School days begin at 7 am and continue until 5 pm 
often with a break of 2 hours.  High School  
students continue until 8 pm.  The day starts with 
exercises and many schoolchildren wear uniform, 
usually military style outfits.  At the end of the day 
students clear and clean the classrooms.    There 
are residential schools for students aged 14-18 
whose families can afford the fees and some  
students attend college hotels where robots deliver 
their meals to their rooms! 
 

Many more women than men train to become 
teachers. 
 

Rob then brought members up to date with the  
present situation of a family and friends in Manipur 
and Senapati in India.  There are now fewer  
numbers of children being educated in these  
regions and therefore fewer teachers are required 
but the area is calmer than it was in 2022 although 
tensions still run high. 
 

On 20 October we will be welcoming Lallie 
Cheeseman who will tell us all about ñThe History 
of Sweetsñ and on 17 November a member of The 
Samaritans will be telling us about their valuable 
work.  We will be having a Christmas Lunch on 15 
December. 

News from Shropshire Cllr Chris Naylor 
covering Church Preen, Kenley and Hughley  

As flagged before the key continuing issue in the 
Church Preen, Kenley, Hughley parishes is potholes, 
but Iôm pleased to say that at last weôve managed to 
get some progress. A Multevo team has been out to 
tackle the awful Church Preen to Kenley lane and has 
made inroads into the road surface and pothole  
problems there. Much more to do, but some good  
progress and I hope local residents will be less chary 
of using the lane. The Highways officer I spoke to was 
very apologetic that the road had got into such a state 
and that they couldnôt do a proper resurface, for  
financial reasons, but has promised to come out and 
look for himself. Iôve also spent a few hours reporting 
other problems on Fix My Street ï in Hughley and up 
towards Church Preen - and it looks as though some 
are being followed up. I will chase. 
 

In parallel, as some of your readers may be aware, 
the proposal to form a local team of volunteers and 
parish councillors to tackle pothole and other issues 
continues to make progress. The Parish Council 
backed the idea at their September meeting. Iôve then 
sought support from the Council to progress this,  
securing positive responses from senior Cabinet 
Members including Highways and the Deputy Leader. 
The hope is that a pilot project would not only fix  
problems which are otherwise just getting left ï but 
would also demonstrate what can be achieved, and 
what the challenges are on the ground. If anyone 
reading this would like to know more, or indeed to  
volunteer to help, please let me know. 
 

The backdrop is of course the very difficult financial 
position facing the Council, and the need to search for 
ways to do more for less ï moving away from big 
county-wide contracts to working with local councils 
and other groups. And tapping into local knowledge to 
get better results too, as other major County Councils 
ï for instance Devon ï have shown is possible.  
Fingers crossed. 
 

As always, please contact me if you need: 
chris.naylor@shropshire.gov.uk 07825 745 626  
(reception permitting) 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub
mailto:membershipatcound@btinternet.com
mailto:hartg734@aol.com
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Contact:  
mwcivicsociety@gmail.com 
Website:  https://e-voice.org.uk/
mwcivicsociety/   

Talks Programme ï 7.30pm Priory HallðTuesdays 
 
 
 

18th NovemberðTim Coleshaw ï the Long Mynd ï The 
Hill from the Dawn of Life 
25 November  - .30pm AGM. Community Centre Pinefield 
Close  

TOWN COUNCIL  NOTES  

Issued by: Trudi Barrett, Town Clerk   
Tel: 01952 727509   
Email: townclerk@muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk 

CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 

The GuildhallðEarlier in the year the Council submitted 
applications to both the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
(NLHF) and the Architectural Heritage Fund for funding to 
continue with the project to restore the Guildhall and  
improve its facilities.  Unfortunately,  these applications 
have been unsuccessful, a very disappointing outcome.  
However, Councillors are determined to persevere with 
the project and do everything possible to obtain the  
funding needed.  The NLHF have invited us to consider a 
re-submission and we remain hopeful of obtaining  
funding to secure the future of the Guildhall for the next 
100 years.  The Guildhall is now closed for the winter but 
will open between 11am and 4pm on Christmas Fayre 
day, Saturday, 6th December, with childrenôs activities 
and a mixed media exhibition of work by Niki Guy. 
 

Remembrance DayðA short service of remembrance 
will be held under the Corn Exchange, commencing just  
before 11am on Tuesday, 11th November.  Members of 
the community are welcome to attend.  The silent soldiers 
and lamp post poppies will be on display around the 
town.  This yearôs Poppy Appeal launches on 25th  
October and there will be a stall under the Corn  
Exchange throughout the appeal period (except  
Wednesdays and Sundays). 
 

Why Nature Matters ï Free WorkshopðSaturday 15th 
Novemberðsee page 12. 
 

Vacancy for Volunteer ArchivistðOur sincere thanks to 
Linda West for her service as volunteer archivist for the Town 
Council for many years.  She has decided to step down from 
this position and the Council is therefore seeking one or more 
people to take on the role.  The Councilôs archive collection 
includes books acquired by Dr William Penny Brookes and 
associated with the historic Wenlock Agricultural Reading So-
ciety, Town Council documents and records relating to Much 
Wenlock, as well as various artefacts.  If you are interested and 
would like to know more about the role, please contact the 
Town Clerk.  
 

Christmas LightsðThis yearôs Christmas lights  
switch-on will be held on the evening of Thursday, 27th 
November, with an extended display of festive lighting.  
There will be stalls, entertainment, food and drink in the 
town centre from 5.30pm, with opportunities for late night 
shopping.  The lights will be switched on at 6.30pm by a 
well-known local resident.  Come along with your friends 
and family to share in the fun and enjoy the start of the 
festive season. 
 
 

Boningale Developments Consultation EventðOn 3rd 
October Boningale Homes held a community consultation 
event to share their proposals for a 300 dwelling  
development on Bridgnorth Road.  Residents were also 
invited to submit comments to the consultation.  The 
Town Council has responded, providing comments on the 
proposals and expressing concerns about matters such 
as  infrastructure, traffic and flooding.  Boningale Homes 
is expected to submit an outline planning application to 
Shropshire Council imminently.  
 
 

Town Council MeetingsðThursday, 6th November 
7.00 pm at the Guildhall, Much Wenlock. 
   
 

Council SurgeriesðSaturday, 8th November between 
10.30 am and 12 noon at Much Wenlock Museum.    

 
The Society looks forward to what is bound to be a 
fascinating talk by Tim Coleshaw on many aspects of 
The Long Mynd.  We are always interested in any  
local residents who might like to get more involved 
with the Society.  This can range from practical help 
running the talks programme to discussing comments 
to be made on planning and development in the town.  
See the link to our website above.  
 
News of the proposed Boningale development.  
Your Civic Society exists to defend the quality life for 
all in Much Wenlock.  We believe that most Herald 
readers share that aim.  Judging by recent events, the 
future of Much Wenlock may now be seriously at risk.  
Finding so many people going to examine the  
proposals by Boningale Homes was most  
encouraging. If approved, these plans would result in 
the town expanding by one third.   The comments of 
those present made plain the strong local opposition. 
The Civic Society intends to object to such a large  
expansion in the size of the town. We are indicating 
some of the very serious concerns on our website.  
You can read and consider them there in detail at ï 
https://e-voice.org.uk/mwcivicsociety/ 
 
If you agree with the Civic Society, we hope you will 
join us in lodging your own objection.  You cannot do 
so until a formal application is received by Shropshire 
Council. Meanwhile, its worth mentioning some of the 
most alarming possible consequences of a  
development on the Bridgnorth Road site. 
 
Greatly increased risk of flooding within the town. 

Much more pressure on local services such as the 

Medical Surgery. 

Greatly increased traffic congestion and parking  

problems in the town. 

Few new residents able to work in Much Wenlock, 

resulting in more commuting. 

 
The Society would welcome the right homes on  
suitable small sites closer to the centre of town. As 
well as affordable homes these should include smaller 
dwellings that would enable older residents to  
downsize and stay in the town; they would also be 
able to support our lovely shops without the need for a 
car journey.  It will be interesting to see what sites 
come forward for consideration as part of the revised 
Shropshire Council Local Plan Review.  
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FRIENDS OF THE OLD CEMETERY                                  

CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 

Holy Trinity  
Environmental Group 
muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com  

Ah, seasons of mist and mellow  
fruitfulness! How I love autumn and all the shifts of 
the season. The early morning haze as the  
temperatures change and the heavy dew laden 
grass signalling the phases of the year rolling by. 
These kind of mornings reach into me and tweak my 
body clock down a notch on the slow unwind into 
winter. It feels like a magical liminal time of light and 
dark coexisting quietly together. An in between 
place where magical transformations can happen. 
Then on those extra special days of low sunshine, 
the contrast of clear bright blue skies seem so  
dazzling. It is on one of those such days that I find 
myself walking up to the Old Cemetery right now. 
Bright blue sky after the early morning mist and the 
myriad colours of the changing leaves on the trees. 
Itôs a day of reds. Holly berries, rowan berries and 
berberis. Perfectly formed jewels glistening in the 
sunlight. Sometimes nature seems to produce 
something so pristine it doesnôt seem to be possible, 
and looking closely at these shiny, spherical balls 
now, I have to touch them to reassure myself that 
they are real.  
 

There has been a working party of the Friends of 
the Old Cemetery here this morning. I missed it  
because of a bad back and a day of travelling  
between places but pruning and replanting has 
been duly done. A tree on the new Queens Canopy 
planting had to be replaced due to vandalism. What 
a strange and baffling thing it is to me for someone 
to vent out anger and frustration and probably  
defiance on an innocent tree. Trees give us so 
much in the way of cleaning our polluted air and  
enhancing our lives and the lives of the creatures 
that depend on them that such an act seems to be 
more than pointless. But fortunately, another berry 
and nectar producing tree has been planted in its 
place and I really hope it gets to live out a long life 
here amongst the old graves and wonky headstones 
full of wild flowers.  
 

I walk around the pathways óbeating the boundsô of 
my patch but sadly cannot linger here today in the 
sun as I would like to. Just time for a quick peep  
under the corrugated slow worm habitat. Nothing to 
see today but behind it the ivy covered wall is  
bursting with tiny flowers full of nectar and pollen. A 
last feast for late insects before their hibernation 
and a last show of flowers before the ivy berries 
form for succulent winter bird food. Before I go, I 
nod to the jackdaw back on its familiar perch in the 
cherry tree. Meeting him or her up here each visit is 
like seeing an old friend and so I nod in greeting. 
The next visit will herald in the winter. The wheel is 
turning.  
 

Jo Jukes 
 
 
 

God of life, 

we praise you for the beauty of creation, 

its richness and variety; 

yet, through greed and ignorance, 

we scar your world with plastic waste 

and throw so much away. 

Make us more like Jesus, 

treading gently on our common home, 

and breathe your Spirit on us, 

that we may care more deeply for your Earth. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Rt Revd Graham Usher 

Bishop of Norwich and Lead Bishop on the  

Environment 

mailto:muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com
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THE EDGE 
ARTS CENTRE 
Much Wenlock 

whatôs on 

Book Tickets:  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/edgeartscentre 

Contact:  

01952 728911          

edgeartscentre.com 

The Tour of the Eras - A Spectacular 

Tribute to Taylor Swift 
SAT 1 NOV | 3:30PM & 7:30PM | 
Ã20 (Ã12) 

Music 

Here (12A) 
MON 3 NOV | 7.30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Holy Cow (15) 
THU 6 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

The Classic Blues Show 
SAT 8 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Music 

Belfast (12) 
MON 10 NOV | 7.30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Exhibition on Screen: 
Caravaggio (12A) 
THU 13 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã12 (Ã10) 

Cinema 

Shropshire Drama Company: 
John Godber's Bouncers 
FRI 14 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã12.50 

Theatre 

Ocean: David Attenborough (PG) 
MON 17 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

I, Daniel Blake (15) 
THU 20 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Midas Man (12) 
MON 24 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

National Theatre Live: 
The Fifth Step (15) 
THU 27 NOV | 7:00PM | Ã12 (Ã10) 

Cinema 

The Edge Comedy Club 
Scott Bennett 
SAT 29 NOV | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Comedy 

NEW BOX OFFICE for live event tickets 
Penny-Farthing 
5 The Square Much Wenlock 
No booking fees, Cash only 

Brockton and District WI 
Next meeting 4th November 2025 at 
7.30pm. This will be our AGM. New 
members are always welcome.  
Contact catieegelton@me.com   We 
discussed the recent group meeting 
on September 23.The speaker was 

excellent and the refreshments provided were 
very good.  The next group event is the group 
meal at The Swan on October 23rd. 
 

The book went round for upcoming County 
events including the Carol Service at  
Shrewsbury Abbey in December.   We also  
discussed having a Christmas lunch. 
 

We welcomed our speaker Sarah Bright who 
undertook a Bollywood Dance Workshop. 
Sarah had brought some clothes and scarves 
for us to wear and putting them on certainly 
put us in the right mood for dancing . 
She taught us moves for our hands, arms and 
feet very patiently putting them to music and at 
the end we had a group routine, although I 
don't think the Bollywood directors will be  
ringing us any time soon. 
 

She then gave us a demonstration dance. 
Thank you Sarah for an amazing fun evening. 

A Prayer for World Peace 
O God of the nations, 
as we look to that day when you will gather 
people from north and south, east and west, 
into the unity of your peaceable Kingdom, 
guide with your just and gentle wisdom all 
who take counsel 
for the nations of the world, 
that all your people may spend their days in 
security, freedom, and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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News from Shropshire Cllr Dan Thomas 

Working hard for communities in the Much Wenlock  
Division of Shropshire Council. 
M:  077907 81408 (day time)   

facebook: com/dan4wenlock                E: dan.thomas@shropshire.gov.uk 

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS   

at Cound Guildhall!! 
Friday 21st November 

7.30 pm 
 

PADDINGTON IN PERU 
 

ñPaddington in Peru is a satisfying sequel,  
delivering what fans would hope for in terms of 
laughs, action, whimsy, and-well-hopeò 
With Hugh Bonneville, Emily Mortimer,  

Julie Walters, Jim Broadbent. 
 

Film Ã5.          Pre-Film Meal 6.30 pm Ã7.00 
Tea, Coffee & Homemade Cakes in interval   Ã3.50 

 
Prior Booking Only Please for Film and for Meal. 
To book please ring Tim on 01743 761257 

*** 
Please let us know of any allergies or intolerances 

when booking a meal. 
 

NB No Flicks in the Sticks in December 

LGA ReviewðThe Local Government Association were invited 
to undertake a review of Shropshire Council in July of this year. 
The results of which have now been published. Senior councillors 
and officers from across the Country and political parties  
undertook a comprehensive review of key finance, performance 
and governance information, and spent four days at the council to 
provide robust, strategic, and credible challenge and support. Its 
overall assessment is that Shropshire Council is ñin severe  
financial distressò, which has previously been outlined over a  
number of years, but many of its services were being well  
delivered, as noted by its outstanding Ofsted for Children's  
services. There were ten recommendations which are being  
actioned by Shropshire Council to address the issues identified.  
Boningale HomesðOn 3rd October Boningale Developments 
held a community consultation to share their proposals for a  
development of up to 300 homes on Bridgnorth Road. Updates will 
be found on the Town Councilôs website and Social Media.  
Green BinðShropshire residents wishing to have their garden 
waste collected in the 12 months starting 1 November 2025 will be 
asked to pay a subscription fee of Ã56 per bin ï the same as this 
year. Subscriptions open yesterday (1 October 2025) and everyone 
who signs up will have their garden waste collected up to and  
including 31 October 2026. People are encouraged to sign up early 
to ensure that they receive the maximum number of collections. 
Everyone who subscribes receives a bin sticker that shows the 
waste collection crews which bins to empty. People subscribing for 
the year 2025/26 will receive a new, different-coloured sticker. 
10,000 potholes repaired across Shropshire since MayðMore 
than 10,000 potholes have been repaired in the Shropshire Council 
area since May, the latest figures show. And more than 1000 of 
these have been repaired since 23 June by the additional pothole 
team set up by the previous administration.  
Chief ExecutiveðAndy Begley has left Shropshire Council after 
12 years at the authority. Andy became Chief Executive in August 
2020, after holding the post on a shared interim basis through the 
early stages of the pandemic. He led the council through those  
unprecedented times whilst also facing and meeting enormous 
challenges in transforming the council to enable it to continue to 
deliver essential services to our residents. Recruitment for his  
replacement has started.  
Advice Surgeriesð8th of November, between 10:30 a.m. and 12 
noon at Much Wenlock Museum. No appointment is necessary. I'll 
be joined by Town Cllr Cherie Whiteman and a representative 
from the Police.  
10 Recommendations from the LGA 
* Urgently preparing a multi-year plan demonstrating and detailing 
its route to financial and operational stability 
* Immediately assess its EFS requirements for 2025/26 before a 
s114 becomes a necessity 
* Quickly implement an externally supported, independently led 
Improvement Board 
* Prepare a clear whole council transformation plan that carries the 
aspirations and narrative for the future council 
* Consider how to urgently reinvigorate its cultural connestions 
and relationhips across the workforce 
* Co-produce a new council plan that recognises the financial  
constrains the council is under and deliver the manifesto  
commitments 
* Improve the visibility of managerial and political leaders to help 
colleagues make the organisation legible at a time of great change 
* Improve the status of and make effort to drive good governance 
* Budget monitoring meeds to be focussed on actual spend and 
projections with clear understanding of one off and recurring     
expenditure with appropriate intervention and action 
* Changing the narrative ï tell its story and celebrate its success as 
one council 

Best Regards, Dan Thomas 

Much Wenlock Young Farmers Club has had its 
YFC year come to a close with plenty still going on 
with the Chairmanôs concert and ball back in the 
end of August, sports evenings and the annual 
Dinner and Dance.  This was held at the Wroxeter 
Hotel with great catering and hospitality the  
evening ran very smoothly with some important 
members winning some awards. 
 
Daisy Whiteman awarded most promising new 
member 
Emy Aston awarded best under 21 member 
Harry Bane awarded above and beyond 
Richard Ratcliffe awarded members member 
It was great to see new and old faces come  
together to celebrate the past 12 months!  
 
And now roll onto this coming year with our New 
members evening on the 13th October where we 
hope to see many new faces for the exciting year 
ahead with Micky Millers, support clubs bonfires 
and so much more with this years new top table 
Carys Hooper as Co-chairman 
Abi Marsh as Co-chairman 
Lacey Sutherland as Secretary 
Daisy Whiteman as Treasurer 
 
The new top table are looking forward to their year 
and please donôt hesitate to get in touch with them 
via the social media platforms of Facebook and 
Instagram. Remember, even if you missed us out 
on our new members night you can still come 
along to meet the club  

MW YOUNG  
FARMERS  
CLUB 
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Thursday 30th October 2025 2.30pm.  

an afternoon with Sister Theovouli   

of Shrewsbury Orthodox Church of The 318 Holy Fathers,  

to reflect together on the life and witness of St Milburga,  

Abbess of Wenlock, through the lens of an icon.  

Dating from the early church and more common in Eastern Christian tradi-

tions, icons are a visual invitation into an encounter with God.  

When one sits in prayerful stillness before an icon, one is drawn into deeper  

relationship with the person it depicts and the story it tells. Therefore, it is of-

ten said that icons are windows into heaven, or, as Rowan Williams writes,  

òin their presence you  become aware that you are present to God  

and God is working on you by his grace.ó 

All Welcome!!!  

Invite you to spend time in the grounds of 
Wenlock Priory remembering your loved one on  
Sunday 2nd November 2.00 pmð4.00 pm 

 

Throughout the afternoon there will be an opportunity 
to walk óThe Grief Trailô around the grounds, which 
will allow visitors and bereaved families to explore 
emotions and feelings that sometimes grief brings,  
as well as honouring the memory of a loved one at 
the Odo Calm.St Odo of Cluny was a Benedictine 
abbot who established the annual commemoration of 
faithful departed, now known as All Soulsô Day, to be 
observed on November 2nd within the Cluniac  

monasteries around 1030. 

 
Assisted suicide law would make this a country that says ósome 
lives are not worth livingô ï Bishop of London 
The Bishop of London has warned peers in the House of Lords 
that legalising assisted suicide in England and Wales will 
ñchange societyò by endorsing the idea that ñsome lives are not 
worth livingò. 
Bishop Sarah Mullally, the former Chief Nursing Officer for 
England, was concerned about those who could face internal 
and subtle pressures to end their lives if assisted suicide were 
introduced ï particularly in the absence of adequate palliative or 
social care, or out of fear of becoming a burden on their fami-
lies. 
ñI understand the fear of many that they may be offered free 
assisted death before they are offered the care and equipment 
that they may live,ò she said. 
As the Church of Englandôs lead bishop for health and social 
care, the Bishop of London was speaking as the House of Lords 
debated the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill in late Sep-
tember. 
The Private Memberôs Bill, brought by the MP Kim Leadbeat-
er, completed its Third Reading in the Commons in June with a 
reduced majority of just 23 votes amid mounting concerns 
about its safety. 
Bishop Sarah said it is right for peers now to scrutinise the Bill 
but argued that no amendments could ultimately make it entire-
ly safe from the negative effects such as people being pressured 
to end their lives. 
ñI am deeply concerned that so many in this Parliament are not 
heeding the voices of professional and representative bodies 
that are raising the alarm.ò 
She also rejected the central claim that the Bill would offer peo-
ple choice at the end of their lives. 
ñA meaningful choice would see the measures in this Bill set 
alongside equally available, fully funded palliative and social 
care services,ò she said. ñWithout the choice offered this choice 
is an illusion.ò, 
She spoke about her personal experience, including as a nurse, 
priest, and bishop, of spending time with people as they died 
and said the introduction of assisted dying within the health 
system would fundamentally alter the role of health profession-
als. 
ñTo change the law is to change society,ò she added. ñIf passed, 
this Bill will signal that we are a society that believes that some 
lives are not worth living. 
ñThis Bill would become our State-endorsed position, and our 
NHS would be active in its delivery.ò 
ñI believe in a God whoôs very being is life, and in that gift we 
can discover meaning, dignity and innate worth, even if we are 
dying. 
Nevertheless, the assisted dying bill has passed its second read-
ing in the House of Lords, moving it another step closer to be-
coming law. The Bill now goes to a select committee for further 
scrutiny, with a deadline of reporting back to the House of 
Lords by 7th November, before it can move to the next stage. 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for our  
volunteers, for the time, talents, and energy 
they generously share. 
Strengthen them in their service, Lord. Fill 
them with Your joy and peace. 
Grant them patience, understanding, and a heart 
full of love and care for those they serve. 
May their actions be a reflection of Your love 
and provide hope to those they encounter. 
We ask that You bless them and their families 
and continue to inspire new hearts to step  
forward in service.  Amen.  
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Letter from Westminster Much Wenlock  
Severn Hospice  

As Autumn arrives, the warmest summer on record has 
been replaced with more unsettled weather ï raising the 
prospect of flash flooding in the months ahead. Unlike 
other parts of the country, water and flood rescue capability is not a 
statutory function for fire services in England, so they do not receive 
government funding. I have urged Ministers to change this so local 
communities receive the support they need to respond to and recover 
from these events.  
   
8th September was Armed Forces Pension Awareness Week, which 
is organised by the Forces Pension Society Charitable Fund. I want 
South Shropshire to become the best place to be a veteran. Every 
year, 2,000 deferred Armed Forces pensions go unclaimed. The  
latest figures show that at least 14,800 pension benefits remain  
unclaimed. While this is down from 17,100 in 2023, much more 
needs to be done. That is why I am pleased to support this  
campaign.  
   
This month also marked Back British Farming Day. Farmer  
confidence has dropped to its lowest-ever level and more than 6,000 
farms have already closed since the last General Election. The  
agricultural sector is the single biggest industry in South Shropshire 
and it is home to some of the best farms in the country. My  
constituents can be assured that I will continue to do all I can to 
stand up for our farmers in Parliament.  
   
In Parliament, I was pleased to attend an event that focused on the 
future of the Post Office. Since my election, I have successfully  
opposed the planned closure of post offices across South Shropshire, 
including in Clunton and Clunbury. I have also campaigned for the 
resumption of services in Cleobury Mortimer, which I am still  
working on and hope to have a further update soon. With services 
like accessing cash and paying bills seemingly becoming more  
difficult every day with the closure of high street banks and other 
community assets, it is vital that we protect our rural post offices 
which allow South Shropshire residents to still access these  
important services. Rest assured, I will always support our  
postmasters and their customers.  
  
Community pharmacies provide essential services for residents in 
rural areas like ours, helping people to access medicines and 
healthcare advice on their doorstep. I was delighted to meet  
Community Pharmacy England to find out about their four-point 
plan to secure a sustainable future for community pharmacies which 
collectively prescribe over a billion items each year. I welcome their 
efforts to ensure that community pharmacies remain embedded in 
our community.  
   
As a parent, I want to ensure that every child gets the very best start 
in life. The last government provided funding for every local  
authority to deliver highly impactful school holiday provision, 
providing hundreds of thousands of children from low-income  
families with heathy meals and enriching activities. In Parliament, I 
called for an extension of this funding. I am pleased that Ministers 
have accepted this as well as my request to extend the provision of 
free breakfast clubs to schools across South Shropshire. I am also 
delighted that Beckbury CofE Primary School has been awarded a 
Ã5,000 golden grant from Tesco's Stronger Starts Scheme.  
   

As Shropshire Rural Housing Association celebrates 40 years of 
providing affordable housing, I was thrilled to attend the official 
opening of their latest housing development in Chirbury called ñThe 
Orchardò. I met with residents who have recently taken up tenancy 
there and with organisations that have been involved with the  
development of this fantastic project.  
   

It was also excellent to visit Imperial Bricks new headquarters at 
Crowgreaves Farm in Bridgnorth. The developers have  
sympathetically modernised the site to enable the expansion of  
businesses like Imperial Bricks, with more than fifty people now 
working on the site. Hailed as a great rural employment opportunity, 
it will help to unlock economic growth and rural prosperity in South 
Shropshire, supporting new jobs and training opportunities.  
               Stuart Anderson MP  Member of Parliament for South Shropshire 
                Tel: 01746 555025      Email: stuart.anderson.mp@parliament.uk 

Another busy time for The Much Wenlock Severn 
Hospice Support Group. Septemberôs Floral 
Demonstration evening was a lovely celebration 
of autumn colours and raised a total of almost 
Ã400 ï a modest sum compared to other  
fundraisers but very enjoyable and bringing our 
yearôs total to over Ã8000. 
 

By the time you read this we will have had our 
ever-popular Christmas card sale at Holy Trinity 
Church, but you will still have a chance to buy if 
you collect an order form from 33 Barrow Street, 
TF13 6EP. The deadline for orders is  
Friday 7th November.  
 

And if youôve still missed out, we will be selling 
cards at The Wheatlands on Friday 28th  
November, 2.30-4.00pm, alongside their monthly 
afternoon High Tea.  Please ring The Wheatlands 
to book your place. 

Our next big event is the 
Winter Supper 

 

Priory Hall, Much Wenlock 
Friday November 14th, 7.00pm-9.30pm 

 

with hot food provided by a local caterer and  
desserts by committee members and friends. 
There will be a bar, a raffle and entertainment by 

Lesley & Dave ï The Wenlock Duo. 
 

Tickets at Ã12.50  
available from Penny Farthing where you will be 

asked to make your food choices 
 

Please note ï buy your tickets early to ensure 
you get your choice of food. 

November is a time for looking back, a 
time for remembrance. 
On All Saints Day and All Souls Day we  
remember the Christian saints and martyrs down 
the centuries who gave their lives for Christ. And 
Remembrance Day itself is of course a time to 
remember with gratitude the supreme sacrifices 
that our armed forces made during World War I, 
World War II and other more recent conflicts. 
 

November also brings us The International Day 
of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP), 
which reminds us that conflict is far from over: 
380 million Christians worldwide live under  
persecution today. 
 

But November also brings us the final Sunday in 
the church calendar: the Sunday of Christ the 
King. And Revelation 21 promises that one day 
God will wipe every tear from our eye, and  
death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will 
be no more, because the previous things will 
have passed away. 
 

So, this month is not only a time for  
Remembrance, but a time for looking forward to 
the world to come, when óThy Kingdom Comeô 
will no longer be a prayer of hope, but an eternal 
glorious reality. 
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The Much Wenlock Probus 
Club is an association of retired or  
semi-retired gentlemen from all walks of 
life who meet up regularly, network,  
exchange stories and are entertained by a 

wide range of fascinating speakers. If youôre  
interested in learning more, contact the Hon.Sec.  
initially to arrange to join us at the Gaskell Arms on 
the 1st Thursday of every month (except August - 2nd 
Thurs) for a social lunch and get together. 
 

In October, our members enjoyed lunch and  
fellowship at the Gaskell Arms as usual. The guest 
speaker was Rachel Lambert-Jones, the current  
Director of the Acton Scott Heritage Farm. 
 

Rachel spoke about how a charity had been set up 
after the Shropshire museum service had given up 
running the Farm. The charity promotes heritage 
farming, traditional skills and rural crafts based on a 
Victorian Farm through the seasons. They have  
working horses and rare breed animals in an  
unspoiled countryside setting. Rachel displayed  
various examples of crafts and information about the 
Farm.  As usual, there was a Q&A session before the 
vote of thanks was given by Simon Jones. The  
chairman, Tony Trickett, closed the meeting. 
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 6th November 
at 12:00pm. 

Stephen Pridmore (Hon. Sec.) 
Phone:  01952 727796 

www.probusonline.org/much-wenlock/ 

The parish where I served as vicar in Sussex had a 
population of around 3000. In the first world war 
there were about 800 and 33 names were recorded 
on the roll of honour. It is hard to imagine now that 
level of loss. The vicar lost his son and nearly every 
family in the village was affected. Every year, helped 
by an exhibition of their lives by a wonderful Church 
Warden, the number at Remembrance Day service 
grew. His research at one point called into question 
whether one of the names remembered on the WWII 
board had actually died! A brief panic was relieved 
when he discovered the person living in Cananda 
was the same name but a different person. Few had 
any connection now with those we remembered, 
even from WWII when another twenty lost their lives. 
For many people it was the only service of the year 
they attended. It never failed to be a moving  
occasion. 
 

In part, attendance was an opportunity to pay  
respects to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice. But 
there was a deeper action as well.  Those we  
remembered died because they believed a particular 
set of values were worth fighting for. They fought 
against tyranny, the treating of one group of people 
as inferior to others, and the idea that might makes 
right. The Nazi regime was the antithesis of the love 
that Jesus urges as our root value from which all 
else flows. These Christian values are not intuitive to 
human beings. As the historian Tom Holland has 
conclusively argued in his book Dominion, a society 
wouldnôt have these values but for Christian faith. 
Even the nihilist philosopher Nietzsche recognised 
this when he said, ñWhen one gives up the Christian 
faith, one pulls the right to Christian morality out from 
under oneôs feet. Christianity is a system, a whole 
view of things thought out together. By breaking one 
main concept out of it, the faith in God, one breaks 
the whole: nothing necessary remains in oneôs 
hands.ò He did this ending up with a philosophical 
system where power was the ultimate goal and  
looking out for the weak was despised. 
 

In the confusing mixture of motivations that drove 
people to attend the óUnite the Kingdomô march in 
London a few weeks ago were calls to reclaim the 
Christian heritage of the nation. In some way this is 
commendable, but the wielding of crosses in that 
context felt anything but the sacrificial love that the 
cross represents. Symbols are powerful things and 
need to be wielded with care. Crosses can be  
symbols of love and sacrifice or burnt by men in 
white robes on the way to a lynching.  As Christians 
we assert the former as the only true representation 
of our nationôs values. 
 
+Richard 
  

Prayers for November 2025 
Heavenly Father, 
Here we are in November ï the month of short, dark 
days.  
A dreary, difficult month, unless you have a birthday!  
Lord, it seems as if the world is permanently in  
November at the moment.  
So much is so difficult for so many people, through no 
fault of their own.  
And it seems to go on and on. 
Lord, would You bring your healing light into the 
worldôs darkness.  
Bring transformation, compassion and a softening 
into the hearts of those with responsibility for the  
conflict and the suffering, that they might 
work for peace for all people.  
We know that nothing is impossible for you, 
Lord, so we pray in faith ï and in the name 
of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, as I step into November, I 
open my heart to your peace and grace.  
May each sunrise remind me of the beauty of creation 
and the gift of a new day.  
Help me to be thankful for all my blessings, seen and 
unseen. 
As the leaves change and the world transitions, may I 
too find the courage to grow and transform in your 
presence.  
Grant me patience to navigate the challenges of this 
month and strength when my heart feels heavy.  
Guide my path with your light.   Amen 
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Much Wenlock Annual Christmas Tree and Angel Festival.   
6th to 14th December 2025 

 

Our annual Christmas Tree Festival will run, in church between the 6th and 14th December 2025.   
This year, alongside the trees, we are encouraging everyone to make and display angels.   
They can be of all sizes and shapes and made out of anything you wish. They can be on the trees 
or completely free standing or even suspended.  
We encourage anyone and everyone to take part.  Individuals, school, church 
groups, charities and local businesses.  We want to fill the church with colour 
and light to wow the hundreds or people we know visit the church during the 
festival.  
The more trees and angels we have and the more imaginative they are the 
better.  

We will set up the boards on the pews to stand your trees and display your angels, 
all we ask is that: 
*you set up on Friday the 5th December and take down your exhibits on Monday the 

15th,  

*you provide your own tree (maximum 6ft), and battery lights and spare batteries.  

Iôm afraid that the few spare trees we kept in church became fodder for local  

communities of mice and have had to be disposed of,  

*and you bring along a free-standing card or similar describing your exhibit and who 

has made it.  

If want more information please contact me, Richard Hawthorn, on ra.hawthorn@btinternet.com or 
see me after church on Sunday mornings ï Iôm there most weeks. 
The Church will be open through the week 10 to 4pm.   
 

There will also be  
 A Review Evening with refreshments on Tuesday 9th December at 7 pm  

with light entertainment provided by the Salvation Army,  

during which you can enjoy the exhibits at your leisure  

And            The informal candlelit óCarols for Allô event at 5pm on Friday 12th December  
led by choirs from the local schools.   

Itôs a brilliant opportunity for you to bring along a friend or neighbour  

who may not otherwise visit church over Christmas.  

We will be raising funds through the festival for the  
Shrewsbury Ark and the Much Wenlock First Responders.  

 

NB I will separately be asking for help to ensure that we have at least 2 people in church through 
the whole of the festival week to welcome our visitors, so please do put the dates in your diary.   

mailto:ra.hawthorn@btinternet.com
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M  W   C   

Changes to Prescription Ordering Direct (POD) 
Please note, between now and the end of November 2025, the Prescription Ordering Direct (POD) Service 
will be phased out, and people will no longer be able to use this service to order repeat prescriptions. 
Instead, patients will be able to order medicines with the NHS App or through their GP practice. Prescription 
requests can be dropped off in the boxes provided outside each Practice and these will be collected by staff 
daily; please use the right-hand side of your prescription form to indicate which medications you need; sorry 
we are not able to take prescription requests over the phone.   
We are listening to patients to find out how we can support them to make the change. 
 

Getting started with the NHS App Step-by-step instructions for patients Installing the App 
1. Open the App Store or Google Play                         
2. Search for óNHS Appô.                                                      
3. Install the app. 
 

Registering the App 
If you already have an NHS login account for other apps and websites, you can use  
the same email address and password to log in. 
To create an NHS login account, you must be aged 13 or over,  
and have an email address and phone number: 
1. Enter your email address and select Continue. 
2. Choose a password. 
3. Accept the NHS login terms and conditions. 
4. We will email you a security code. Enter this code in the NHS App to confirm your email address. 
5. Enter your mobile phone number and select Continue. 
6. We will send you another security code in a text message. Enter this code in the NHS App to confirm 
your mobile phone number. 
7. If you have entered the correct codes, you can access the NHS App. 
You will now have an NHS login. 
 

Proving who you are 
You will need to prove who you are to access other services like seeing your GP health record and other 
personal information.  
 

Use photo ID to prove who you are 
You will need a form of photo. ID such as a valid UK passport, or UK driving licence. 
You have two options. 
 

Option 1 - Complete a face scan 
The NHS App will guide you on how to: 
1. Take a photo of your ID with your mobile phone. 
2. Complete an automated scan of your face using your mobile phone. This will be 
used to match your face with the photo ID. 
3. Enter your date of birth. 
4. Enter your NHS number or your name and postcode. When you have completed these steps, your  
identity should be confirmed within a few hours. 
 

Option 2 ï Take a video 
The NHS App will guide you on 
how to: 
1. Take a photo of your ID with your mobile phone. 
2. Record a short video of your face and say 4 randomly generated numbers (you 
can also use British Sign Language or write the numbers down and show them in the video). 
3. Enter your date of birth. 
4. Enter your NHS number or your name and postcode. 
When you have completed these steps, your identity should be confirmed within a 
few hours. 
 

Videos and information on the App are available on Much Wenlock & Cressage Medical Practice website. 
We have leaflets in surgery showing you how to get the most from the NHS App. 
 
Carer Connect 
Meeting at Priory Hall, Much Wenlock on the first Tuesday of the month 2pm until 4pm. 
Carer Connect is a support group dedicated to our unpaid carers and those they care for. It provides an  
opportunity to meet other carers and to connect with support services within the community. 
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WHO we are é  
- A team of volunteers providing IT support for the elderly in 
 Much Wenlock and itôs surrounding areas. 
- Patient, helpful and friendly! 
WHAT we do é 
- Help with basic computer skills using laptops, tablets &  
  mobile phones.  
- Teach things like emailing, messaging, using WhatsApp,                    
 sending Photos, using Word/Excel etc. (You donôt have to be a     
 ówhizô with technology but if you can use it with some  
  confidence you can probably help). 
- Cover topics Clickers want to find out about e.g. Scam alerts,          
   the Friendly Bus, shopping online, parking permits, using    
   phone maps etc.  
WHEN we meet é 
- Thursday mornings in the Priory Hall 10.30am ï 11.30am.  
HOW we work é 
- Weôve been running successfully for 6 years and, because we     
 try to work one-to-one whenever possible, we do now need 
 more volunteers to help.  
DO contact us é 
- If you want to find out more about how you might be able to 
 help (no commitment) do come along to find out more ï use 
 the contacts below.  
Please use any of the following contacts: 
 Phone:  Di Theobalds 07595 923506 
  Julian Walker 07887 502282 
 Email:  wenlockclickers@gmail.com 
 Speak to:  anyone you know who is involved. 

CUAN WILDLIFE RESCUE  
As we are now in the autumn season it 
means that admissions have slowed 
down somewhat in our wildlife hospital, 
compared to the utter madness and  
chaos of the summer months - during 
August alone we admitted 856 animals and birds 
and handled 2812 telephone calls!   
We have recently successfully released the famous 
ñNewport cygnetsò that were hatched and raised 
here at Cuan, they have been ringed, are being 
monitored at a private pool and are doing well,  
starting to show their adult white feathers, a  
wonderful result from such a sad beginning.   
Our most recent big news is that we have welcomed 
a new Patron to Cuan, alongside Dame Joanna 
Lumley and Gabrielle Drake.  Jamie Smart, ñEagle 
Eyed Girlò, at just 10 years old, is an award winning 
wildlife photographer and is fast becoming famous in 
the world of photography, videos and Podcasts all 
about wildlife, conservation and the environment.  
We were thrilled to welcome Jamie and her family to 
Cuan for a visit recently.  Jamieôs values align with 
those of our wildlife rescue centre and we very much 
look forward to working with her in the future.  Take 
a look at our social media pages to see the video of 
Jamieôs visit to us!  For more information about  
Jamie and her work, please visit her website, 
www.eagleeyedgirl.co.uk 
We are very excited to announce an upcoming event 
sure to be incredibly popular, ñAn Evening with the 
Founder of Cuan Wildlife Rescue ï From Personal 
Journey to Wildlife Rescue.ò  Megan Morris-Jones 
will be sharing stories from her personal life,  
sometimes sad, often humorous and always deeply 
emotional ï a journey of challenges, triumphs and 
unforgettable encounters with wildlife.  Come along 
and find out what shaped this remarkable woman to 
create one of the UKôs largest wildlife rescue  
charities, which is based here in Much Wenlock.  
This will take place at The Edge Arts Centre, Much 
Wenlock, TF13 6NB, on Friday 9th January at 
7.30pm.  Tickets are just Ã15 (concessions Ã12), 
with group booking discounts available.  Buy your 
tickets at Ticketsource.co.uk ï search Much 
Wenlock.  All proceeds from this event will support 
the ongoing rescue and rehabilitation of sick, injured 
and orphaned wildlife.  We hope to see you there, 
for what promises to be an inspirational evening of 
storytelling. 
As we approach the festive season, have you been 
into our local charity shop to see the NEW Christmas 
Cards and Calendars we have on sale?  We have 
updated our range of Christmas Cards with 7 new 
designs, Ã4.50 per pack of 10, and our 2026  
calendars have some truly amazing wildlife  
photographs. Ã10.  As always, we will be having a 
stall at the Much Wenlock Christmas Fayre, so hope 
to see lots of you there for mince pies and mulled 
wine! 
For all animal enquiries or to contact our wildlife  
hospital, please phone 01952 728070, for  
fundraising queries please email Tina at  
fundraisingcwr@gmail.com 
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responsibility for the 
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their products and 
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of the Committee. 
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30th Oct An afternoon with Sister Theovouli (15) 

 

 

1st Sat Environmental Group Coffee Morning (5) 

  Holy Trinity's Coffee Morning (5)  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

2nd Sun Bereavement Walk in the Priory Grounds (15) 

3rd Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

4th Tues Brockton & District WI (13) 

5th Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) 

  Pray and Share for the Climate (4) 

6th Thurs MW Probus Club (17)    The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  Town Council Meeting (11) 

7th Fri Severn Hospice 'last orders' for Christmas Cards (16) 

8th Sat Cllr Dan Thomas's Surgery (14)  Council Surgery (11/14) 

  Music Event at Much Wenlock Church (20) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13)    Music Event at Much Wenlock (20) 

10th Mon Music Event at Much Wenlock Church (20) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13)    Music Event at Much Wenlock (20) 

11th Tues Remembrance Ceremony (7) 

12th Wed U3A  (5) 

13th Thurs Cressage and District WI (7)  Singing for Fun (5) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

14th Fri Soup Lunch (6)  Church Preen Village Hall Pub Night (11) 

  Severn Hospice Support Winter Supper (16) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

15th Sat  Biodiversity, Climate Change Free Workshop (12) 

17th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  Townswomen's Guild (10) 

18th-30th Nov Weave Only a Trace (8) 

18th Tues Civic Society Talk (11) 

19th Wed Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7)  MW Women's Institute (6) 

20th Thurs Butty Van (7)   Mothers' Union (8) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

21st Fri Flicks in the Sticks (14) 

22nd Sat  Priory Hall Christmas Craft Fayre (9) 

24th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

25th Tues Civic Society AGM (11) 

27th Thurs MW Christmas Lights Switch On (11)  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

28th Fri Harley VJ and Peace Service  - part 2 (7) 

28th Nov to 6th Dec Scouts Christmas Post Delivery (9) 

29th Sat Music Event at Much Wenlock Church (20) 

  Hughley Village Church Cake & Craft Stall (5) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  William Brookes School Christmas Fayre (13)  

3rd Dec Shipton Village Hall Family Fun Quiz (6) 

6th Dec Harley Festival of Light (7) 

6th to 14th Dec    Holy Trinity Christmas Tree & Angel Festival (18) 

7th Dec Harley Nativity Service (7) 

9th Dec Christmas Tree Review Evening  & Salvation Army (18) 

12th Dec Holy Trinity Carols for All (18)  13th Dec Music Event (20)  

16th Dec Male Voice Choir (8) 

NOVEMBER 2025   

FUTURE DATES  

Wenlock  

Herald  
Grateful thanks to all those 
who have contributed to the 
running costs of the Herald:  
The Priory Hall. MW Mothersõ 
Union. Gill Roberts  
Anyone who wishes to  
contribute to the Herald in  

appreciation of the magazine 

please send your donations  

direct to our bank  

Name of Account: P.C.C. Much 

Wenlock with Bourton  

Bank: CAF Bank   

Sort Code 40 52 40 

A/c No. 00012460  

Treasurer: Mr Andrew Ramsay 

(07775 567654  )  

ajruk@live.co.uk  

1 Manor House Close, Much 

Wenlock. TF13 6LZ  
 

Please send all editorial 
items to the Editor by email, 
no later than the date 
shown below.  
The magazine is printed each 
month (except when there is a  
double issue:   
August/September and  
December/January).   
Advertisements:  Requests,  
invoice queries or alterations to 
the editor@wenlockherald.co.uk  
Distribution: Any queries  
concerning delivery or help with 
distribution, please contact  
Sally Cooper 01952 727341  

     

  12th 

 NOV 
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MUCH WENLOCK & CRESSAGE MEDICAL PRACTICE 
www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk 

01952 726011 for both surgeries 

Appointments Available: 
 

Much Wenlock: Monday to Friday am/pm 
 

Cressage: Monday to Thursday am/pm, Friday am 
 

Same Day appointments are available at both 
sites Monday to Friday please ring from 8.30am. 
Telephone consultations available each day at 
both sites. 
 

Emergency Appointments: At the discretion of 
the duty doctor, a number of emergency  
appointments are available each afternoon at 
Much Wenlock. 

Visits:  
 

To request a visit for housebound and  
seriously ill patients, please contact the 
surgery before 10.00 am where possible. 
 

Nurse Led Clinics: 
Nurse led appointments for monitoring asthma, 
diabetes and COPD together with child  
immunisation and travel immunisation clinics are 
available. 
 

Nurse Led Triage Service: 
Telephone service run daily for advice, where 
possible, for advice on test results, immunisation 
queries and general health queries. 

Contacting the Practice: 
For same day/urgent appointments or home visit 
requests, please ring the Practice from  8.30 am 
For routine appointments, please ring after  
9.00 am (to avoid congestion on the phone  
system for those patients needing a same day 
appointment) 
General enquiries, please ring after 10.00 am 
For test results please ring after 2.00 pm 

 

West Mercia  
Womenôs Aid 

 

24 hour Domestic Violence  
Helpline 

0800 783 1359   
 

Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin 

 

Providing affordable local door 
to door transport for individuals 
unable to access existing public 
transport.  Spacious fourteen 
seat minibus with tail life, fully 
equipped and wheel chair  

accessible. 
Group hire for non profit  
organisations based in the  

Corvedale area 

D   
are óhousedô at The Priory Hall; The Fire Station, Smithfield Road; 

The Leisure Centre, William Brookes School; Pinefields 
Community Room; High Street (under the Corn Exchange); 
Cricket Pavillion: Brockton CofE Primary School; Church Preen 
Village Hall. Easthope (phone box); Kenley School Room; Shipton 
Village Hall; Stanton Long (phone box); Presthope Grange 

Residential Park Home Site (Before No1 Red Admiral Way TF13 
6FG); former Post Office building in Bourton.  

Much Wenlock and Cressage Compassionate  
Communities (CoCo) 

 

Due to increased demand, we need more Coco volunteers 
Coco volunteers provide companionship and a willingness to help  
people in practical ways.  This could be helping with paperwork,  
collecting prescriptions, shopping together, befriending, walking a dog 
or feeding a cat; anything that the person and their volunteer agree 
might be helpful.  If you are able to support someone in the community, 
please contact the surgery for more information on 01952 726011. 

Housing Support  
Service 

Shropshire Housing Group 
and the  

SUSTAIN Consortium 
The support  service offers local 
residents help with housing  

related issues.   
We aim to  

enable people of all ages and  
backgrounds to maintain 
 independence in their own 
homes and develop the skills 
and confidence to become 
more involved in the ommunity 

if they wish to.  
Contact The Housing Support 
Officer:  07582 004047  

CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 

Prescription Ordering: 
To order Repeat Prescriptions please contact 
the POD team via: 
Telephone: 0333 358 3509 
Phone lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am ï 
5pm (Excluding Bank Holidays) 
Email: shropshire.pod@nhs.net  
POD will respond to emails within 24 hours dur-
ing opening times. 
Please contact Prescription Ordering Direct for 
your Repeat Prescription when you have 7 days 
of medication remaining. 
Please note the POD phone lines are busiest on 
Monday and Tuesday mornings, if at all possible 
please try to avoid these times when using the 
POD service as it may result in a longer waiting 
time. 

WENLOCK FORESTER  
TRUST  

GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

Improving life  
for the elderly in the  
Much Wenlock area 
Registered Charity No: 1140882 

 

The Trust invites  
applications for grants with 
its Objectives requiring that 
these must be for the relief 
of financial hardship,  
sickness and poor health 
amongst elderly people in 
and around Much Wenlock 
but also within Shropshire, 
but not from elsewhere. 
 
 
 

Applications for projects that 
might benefit a number of  
individuals will be welcomed 
by the Trustees.   
 
 
 

Applications forms can be  
obtained from the Trustôs  
website at 
 

www.mwfctrust.com or email 
to mwfctrust@gmail.com  or  
 

telephone the Trustôs  
Chairman,  
Mark Laws 07703 114823  

Carer Connect 
A community group dedicated to 
our unpaid carers; providing an 
opportunity to connect with other 
carers and local support  

services. 
Meeting on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at Priory Hall - from 

2pm until 4pm. 
Carers can attend alone or with 
the person they care for. 
Refreshments are provided. 
Please contact Jo at the surgery 
for more information on  
01952 726011. 

http://www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk/
mailto:mwfctrust@gmail.com
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CLOSING DATE for December and January double edition is 12th November 

Accommodation, Food and Drink 
Eaton Manor (4) Hungerford Farm (Pembrokeshire)  
Touring, Caravan & Motorhome Park (12) Tea on The 
Square (6)  The Gaskell Arms (11) Takeaway (2) 
 

Builders and Decorators 
Brian McAvoy(7) Olive Interiors Painting & Decorating (4) 
Much Wenlock Roofing (3) DP Plastering (9) DWS  
Property Services (9) James Corfield Contracting Ltd (13)
Rex Titley (8)  SMB - Steve Mitton (7) TBC Building Con-
tractors (7)WMB Building (8) 
 

Care and Education 
Brockton Preschool (8)  Church Preen Pre-School &  
Primary School (3) Inspiring Maths Tutor - Bob Stirling (8) 
Home Instead (7) Little Willows Nursery  Much Wenlock
(6)  Maths Tutor (5) New Chapters Fostercare (12) 
Oran Stafford Tutoring Service (4) 
 

Carpentry and Joinery 
A & M Joinery (2) Select Joinery (5) Wrekin Wood (6) 
 

Cleaning Services 
Annôs Household Cleaning Service (10)   Oven Valeting 
Service (4)  
 

Computer Services 
Personal Computer Clinic (2)  

 

Electricians 
Copeland Electricals (3) E W Humphries (3)   
 

Garden and Landscape Services 
Brian Merrick Xternal-Designs (4)  Gary Pearce (8)  
GL Landscaping (4)  Groundhogs (9) Harley Nursery (11) 
Joffrey Watson Tree Surgeon (2) Peter Marlow (10) 
Shropshire Lawn Company (7) Stephen Gregory (6)  The 
Tree Man (10) Tracy Blackband Garden Designs (3) 
 

Hairdressing  
Dads & Lads (1)  The Salon (5) Vivianôs Mobile  
Hairdressing (9) 
 

Health and Therapy 
Clare Darbyshire (Optician) (11) Karen Hearle Abbey 
Chiropodist (1) Move it or Lose it (12) Pure Wellness (7) 
Shropshire Foot Practice (4) The Body Clinic (3) Wenlock 
Pharmacy (2) Wenlock Nero Physio (9) 
 

Household Services 
Man with a Van (3) Kestrel Homes (5) Local Handyman 
(8) JCJ Pest Control (6) Logs2Your Door (11) Logs for 
Sale - The Tree Man (10)  Richard Brassington -  
Chimney Sweep (5) Robôs Maintenance Services (11)  
S L Coldicott Roofing Contractor (3) Smallshaws Ridge 
Fuels - Coal Merchant (1) Stanton Sweeps (7)  Tele-Satt 
Aerial (12) 
 
 
 

Legal and Professional Services 
Fodens Solicitors (2) Linguist (3) Maws Gallery (Picture 
Framer) (4)  Northwood & Sons (Funeral Directors) (4)    
Starla Services (13) Stephanie James Accountant (7)  
 

Miscellaneous Services 
Lady Forester Trust (Charitable Trust) (5)  

 

Pets and Veterinary Services 
Priory Vets much Wenlock Ltd (12) Severn Edge (1)  
Southwater Veterinary Group (2) Much Wenlock Dog  
Walker (5) 
 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Hall (5)  Craig Mackender (3) Gosling Energy  
Solutions (2) James Elwell-Perfect Plumbing (6) J Morris 
Plumbing & Heating (4)  
 

Public Halls and Meeting Places 
Harley Village Hall (9) Methodist Church Hall (4) Much 
Wenlock Priory Hall (3)  

 

Retailers 
A Ryan and Son (Butchers) (11) Chemist - Wenlock  
Pharmacy (2) Croft Design (12) Memories Antiques &  
Collectables (7)Pig & Pie (6) The Pan Shop (1) 
 

Transport, Vehicles, Repairs and Services 
Drivetime School of Motoring (4) John Esp (3) Nick Cooke 
Car Repairs & Servicing (8) Remap & Service Experts Ltd 
(6) The Friendly Bus (10) Wenlock Motors (8) 
 

Windows and Doors 
Dudley's Glass (9) The Real Bridgnorth Windows (1)  
Trotfield Windows (6) 

ADVERTISING INDEX  
(Numbers in brackets represent Advert page - not editorial page)  
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YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR  
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Residence 9 windows - sliding 
sash windows - secondary 
glazingô composite doors -  
Bi-folding doors - orangeries - 
conservatories - porches -  
fascia soffitôs gutter - double 
glazing replacement units -
Aluminium windows and doors  

 
 

With over 21 years  
experience in the trade and 
100% customer satisfaction  
why go anywhere else? 

 
 

Call us on 01746 
762855 / 01746 769944 
for a free quotation 

 

Showrooms at  
Unit 10 Livestock &  

Auction Centre, Wenlock 
Road, Bridgnorth 
5 St Johns Hill,  

 
 

Shrewsbury - 01743 
365995  / 01743 271069 

 

www.bridgnorthwindows.co.uk 

FENSA 

Chiropodist 
Karen Hearle BSc MChS PhD 

Abbey Podiatry 
Registered - Health & Care Professions Council 

 
 
 
 

A professional medical service  
for all your foot care needs 

Home Visits or Clinic 
01743 354388 
07733 158985 

 

A Modern & Traditional Barbers 

4a Barber Street, Broseley 
TF12 5NR 
01952 884474 

 
OAP Rates Available on 
Tue - Wed - Thurs 

Family Discounts Available 
Tribal Patterns & Tram Lines Available 

 

tŀƴ {ƘƻǇ 
RE-UPHOLSTERY AND 

ANTIQUES 
 

20 years experience. All upholstery needs 
catered for. We also buy and sell Antiques. 

House clearances undertaken. 
Call for free quotation. 

Tel: (01952) 883082 
Unit D1 Mawsô Craft Centre, 
Ferry Road, Jackfield 

 

Ad 1 
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A&M Joinery 
 

Members Institute of Carpenters 
 
 

 

General Carpenters & Joiners Work 
Undertaken 

Bespoke Joinery & Furniture 
Period Timber Frame Carpentry & Resolution 

 
 

Proprietors: Adam & Matthew Jeffs 
 

Tel/Fax: 01952 461870 
Mobile: 07834 150605 * Mobile: 07790 452612 

Email: aandmjoinery@live.co.uk 

Personal Computer Clinic Ltd 

¶ Server and Network Infrastructure  New & Used Computer Systems 

¶ Desktops, Notebooks, Tablets  Upgrades & Components 

¶ Repairs & Problem Solving, Virus Cleaning   Printers, Ink etc. 

¶ Broadband    Anti Virus / Internet Security 
 

92 Frankwell, Shrewsbury. SY3 8JS 

 

E.   keith@personalcomputerclinic.com T.   01743718388 
W.  www.personalcomputerclinic.com M.  07779018655 

Ad 2 

Pharmaceutical Chemists 
 

Friendly, helpful staff 
Health check services 
Consultation room 
Instore digital printing 

 

14 HIGH STREET 
MUCH WENLOCK 
Tel: (01952) 727253 

www.wenlockpharmacy.co.uk 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE  QUOTE AND EXPERT ADVICE  

07813 685 091   OR   01952 727 966  

 

 

 

*Based in Much Wenlock  *All aspects of Tree Surgery 
*Dangerous Tree Removal *Fruit Trees Pruned 
*TPO/Conservation Area Applications *Tree Reports 

 WAH LAI 
CHINESE TAKEAWAY 

7 High Street,  
Much Wenlock TF13 6AA 

01952 973248 
07398 576668  

Experience authentic flavours and 
fast service with Wahlaiôs  
delicious Chinese take away  
options.  Open 6 days a week. 
https://www.wahlai.co.uk 


