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Vʪʧ 66 Nʪ 10 News of events in the Churches, Parishes and Communities 

on and around Wenlock Edge. 

 

The Wenlock Group of Parishes  

wish all Herald readers  

A Very Happy Christmas and  

Every Blessing for 2026  
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First Reading:  
Isaiah 2.1-5 
 
Psalm 122 
 
New Testament:  
Romans 13.11-14 
  
Gospel:  
Matthew 24.36-44  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 11.1-10 
 
Psalm 72.1-7,18,19 
 
New Testament:  
Romans 15.4-13 
 
Gospel:  
Matthew 3.1-12  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 35.1-10 
 
Psalm 146.4-10  
 
New Testament:  
James 5.7-10 
 
Gospel:  
James 5.7-10 

First Reading:  
Isaiah 7.10-16 
 
Psalm  80.1-8,18-20 
 
New Testament:  
Romans 1.1-7 
 
Gospel:  
Matthew 1.18-25  

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 31:15-17 
 
Psalm  
 
New Testament:  
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
  
Gospel:  
Matthew 2:13-18  

25th December to 5th January 2026     The 12 days of Christmas 
6th January   The Epiphany of Our Lord 
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First Reading:  
Isaiah 60.1-6 
 
Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15 
 
New Testament:  
Ephesians 3.1-12 
  
Gospel:  
Matthew 2.1-12  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 42.1-9  
 
Psalm 29 
 
New Testament:  
Acts 10.34-43 
 
Gospel:  
Matthew 3.13-17  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 49.1-7 
 
Psalm 40.1-12 
 
New Testament:  
1 Corinthians 1.1-9 
 
Gospel:  
John 1.29-42  

First Reading:  
Isaiah 9.1-4 
 
Psalm  27.1,4-12 
 
New Testament:  
1 Corinthians 1.10-18 
 
Gospel:  
Matthew 4.12-23  

First Reading:  
Malachi 3.1-5 
 
Psalm 24.[1-6]7-10 
 
New Testament:  
Hebrews 2.14-18 
  
Gospel:  
Luke 2.22-40  

MEMBERS OF CHURCHES WITHOUT A PLACE OF WORSHIP IN MUCH WENLOCK 
Much Wenlock Ecumenical Committee invites members of any Christian Church to united services and  
interdenominational events in the  Wenlock area.   Details  published in editions of  this  magazine.   
We hope that you will worship with us at local church services, in so far as your conscience permits. 
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CLERGY LETTER  

CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

Dear Friends, 

In my first 18 months as your curate, I have come to learn that there are several 

things they donôt teach you at theological college. Many of those things are the  

serious occupational hazards that parish ministry can present. Of course, chief 

among these is the hazard of how on earth to manage churchyards and ancient 

buildings, in addition having to consume copious amounts of tea and cake and its hazardous impact on the 

clergy waistline! This time of year presents another occupational hazard - singing Christmas carols so many 

times that by the time we actually get to Christmas, the last thing you want to hear is yet another rendition of 

óOnce In Royal Davidôs Cityôé!  The Christmas carol service season is undoubtedly a source of great joy. 

For some of you, it may well be one of the only times we see you in our churches over the course of the 

year, and we really are pleased to see you. Youôre more than welcome to come more often! Here in the 

Wenlock Team, there are many Christmas carol services right across the patch, full details of which you can 

find later in this issue of the Herald. But itôs important to remember: these carol services might feel like an 

important part of our Christmas celebrations, but I think they should also be seen as part of our Advent  

preparations. 

Many people sometimes like to fantasise ñif I was Prime Minister for a day, what would I do?ò Those of us 

who are clergy sometimes replace this with if we were Archbishop of Canterbury, what would we do? Youôve 

probably seen that the Church of England has recently announced Dame Sarah Mullally, currently the  

Bishop of London, as the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury - the first woman in over 1,400 years of its  

existence to hold this important office. I invite you to join me in praying for Archbishop-designate Sarah as 

she prepares to take up this significant role in the new year. However, if I was Archbishop for a day, I would 

use my short-lived power to abolish any Christmas carol services before Christmas itself and only allow 

them afterwards. You may now be thinking that this curate is a bit of a Scrooge, but I always say that we 

wouldnôt be singing the hymn óJesus Christ Is Risen Todayô before we finished Lent and got to Easter, would 

we? Christmas itself only begins on Christmas Eve (contrary to what the retail industry might have us  

believe!) and runs all the way until Candlemas on 2nd February - plenty of time for carol services! Anyway, 

Iôve come to the conclusion that I would be fighting a losing battle to campaign for this. So instead, I like to 

see our carol services in the way in which they were originally intended - to tell the Christmas story in a more 

accessible and inclusive way. 

Carol services are actually a relatively recent development. Medieval carols were part of pagan circle  

dances, often sung outdoors at winter solstice celebrations, and only gradually becoming linked with  

Christian devotion. During the Protestant Reformation, there was a desire to bring music back to the people 

through songs with lyrics that the most people could understand and join in singing. In England, this  

eventually led to clergy seeking a way to offer more accessible engagement with the Christmas story than 

the longer and more formal liturgies of the Advent season. The result was the carol service - a joyful  

weaving together of Bible readings and approachable music to welcome the wider community. From the first 

formal carol service in Truro Cathedral in 1880 and the historic service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Kingôs 

College Cambridge first celebrated in 1918, these services were created to deepen understanding, broaden 

participation, and bring light and warmth to the festive season. 

Our hope is that this would be your experience at any and all of our carol services taking place this  

December across the Wenlock Team. It must be noted that we now have national pedigree, as some of you 

may have seen in the Country Life magazine, that Much Wenlockôs Blessing of the Crib service on  

Christmas Eve was ranked 2nd in óFive of the Best Carol Concertsô, preceded only by Canterbury Cathedral! 

(watch out, Archbishop-designate Sarah - we have eyes on the top spot!) On a heartfelt note, please know 

you are so welcome to join us at any of the many services taking place across the Team this month to lift 

your spirits, belt out some well-loved carols, but above all, prepare ourselves to celebrate again óthe reason 

for the seasonô and tell that timeless story together through scripture and song - the coming of our Saviour 

into the world, the Word made flesh in the stable of Bethlehem. 
 

With peace and every blessing for Advent and Christmas, 

Fr Sam 
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The Catholic Community 
in Much Wenlock 

 

               Please contact Elizabeth Sutherland 
01952 727 548 for Dates of Mass celebrations  
at the Priory Hall at 3pm when all are welcome, 

 

Tea/coffee afterwards 
 

The Catholic parish priest: 
 Fr Iain Griffiths, St Johnôs,  

13 Northgate, Bridgnorth  WV16 4ER 
01746 762348 iaingriffiths@hotmail.com  The Prayer Board  

in Holy Trinity Church  
 

    is open to all who want to write their  
requests or express their gratitude. 
The meetings to read these prayers 
takes place at 10.a m on Monday 

 mornings in the Lady Chapel. 
 
 All are welcome.                 

Beryl  Bull 01952 727427 

FROM THE TEAM REGISTERS 

                        
Through the waters of baptism, may all be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit 

Eric Downton at St Peters, Cound  
 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them  O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them 

MARRIAGE:    

Minister: Rev Nik Wooler 07732 263838 

 
Bless marriages, we pray, and walk beside them, through all their life together  

4th December &  
7th January 

12.00pm at Holy Trinity Church  
A small group of us meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month, at 12 noon 

in Holy Trinity Church, to give thanks for creation 
and to share our anxieties and concerns about the 
climate emergency.   We use the very moving and 
inspirational liturgy and the monthly news items pub-
lished by Pray and Fast for the  
Climate. We are a very friendly group and we feel 
supporting each other is very important in this  
difficult time.   Everyone is welcome. 
 
 
 

For anymore information please contact  
Gill Davis, 01952 727524,  gillvdavis@gmail.com. 

Pray 
and 
Share 
for the 
Climate 

BAPTISM:   

MUCH 
WENLOCK 

If you wish to give a donation no matter how 
small or large to assist in covering the cost 
of production, you may consider donating 
annually towards the cost of your copy each 

month.  Or maybe sponsor the  
coloured front page, be you an individual, 

society or business.     
Please contact the editor or treasurer  

(details on inside cover) 

FUNERAL: 

We are registered with  
the Parish Giving  
Scheme which allows  
you to give to this  
Parish securely and  
safely online.  The QR  
code can direct you to  
our parish page for  
setting up a Regular  
direct debit or a One Off Gift.  
Please click 'Regular Giving'  
to set up a monthly, quarterly, or annual  
Direct Debit or óOne-Off Giftô to make a  
single gift using your Debit, Credit Card or 
Apple/Google Pay wallet.  

Carol Service Sunday 14th December at 4:00pm 
Coffee & Mince Pies  at the close of service 

Christmas Day service 11:00am 
Led by Rev. Nik Wooller 

ALL Welcome to both services 

LECTIONARY HOUR 
Did you hear something in one of the readings in 
church that surprised you, challenged you, or 
wasnôt quite sure what it meant?  
 
 

Do you want to dig deeper into something that 
came up in the sermon, or consider what God 
might be saying to us through that particular  
passage?  
 
 

Join us in the Brookes Room at Holy Trinity, 
Much Wenlock each Monday afternoon at 2pm to 
explore the readings from the Sunday service in 
more detail. We meet for an hour with no  
agenda, other than sitting with the readings and 
seeing where the discussion takes us.  
 
 

For more information, please contact the Curate. 
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Much Wenlock WI  

 

Usually meet on third Wednesday of the month 
           
 

 

Wednesday 17th December 7.30 
Bring and Share Supper 

Bring a plate, wear your Christmas jumper and join 
in the quiz.  

Wednesday 21st January  
 A creative activity, join us to decorate a jar and 

chat with our members.   
 

Visitors especially welcome.  
Non-members Ã5. 

 

Contact muchwenlockwi@gmail.com 
01952 726748. 

Much Wenlock Methodist Church 
Food Bank collection 

Every Friday morning between 9:30 and 
11:30am 

Outside the Library 
As Christmas approaches we really do need your  
support in helping families have a happy Christmas. 
To help make that happen please ensure Christmas 
goodies are with us on Friday 12th December at the 
latest.  NO collection on Friday 19th December  
 

We are very thankful for your generous support 
throughout the year and we wish you a very merry 
Christmas. 

Events at the Community Room  
Pinefields Close & High Causeway 

For information about Housing Support, Group Activities or use 
of the Community Room, please contact  
Julie Painting (Housing Support Officer) 

 on 07582 004047 Julie.Painting@starhousing.org.uk   
Mondays:   
Extend  Exercises weekly    10.15ð11.15 (not Bank Holidays) 
Ukelele Group  2:00 ï 4:00pm 
Tuesdays:  
Coffee Groupðevery other week  10.00ð12.00  
Age UK Friendship Group 10.30ð12.30 last Tues each month 
U3A Art Group  weekly              2.00ð4.00  
Belly Dancing Class.             5:30 ï 7:00pm  
Thursdays:  
Housing Support Drop In           10.00 ï 12.00  

Craft, Chat and Cake  
Usually meet on 1st Thursday each month  
Methodist Church, King Street, 2-4pm.    
Bring along your knitting, sewing, painting etc. There 
will be tea and cake and good company. 
Sue Freeston 727628 or Lesley Cammies 726735  

Singing for Fun  
Usually held on 2nd Thursday of the month  

Except August  

Thursday 11th December 
Thursday 8th January  

2pm at the Methodist Church  
and mid session refreshments are planned.   

 
n.warrington993@btinternet.com 
This is a dementia friendly activity 

Holy Trinity Coffee Morning  
A warm and friendly venue for both local people 
and visitors to the town and also providing a 
much needed financial contribution to our Parish 
Church. 
 
 
 

If you wish to book a coffee morning please 
contact one of the Churchwardens: 
Susan 01952 727988 or Francine 07779 
000450  

Usually every second Wednesday  
in the month except August 

 
 
 

At The Priory Hall,  
Much Wenlock 

Wednesday 10th Decemberð2pm 
Join The Wonderful Shrewsbury Handbells 
to give us óA Ding Dongô Start to Christmas 

 

Wednesday 14th January 
Share the Music With  

The Muli-Talented  Jack Dent 
be transformed into different moods and emotions 

 
 

The talk will be followed by refreshments 
We look forward to seeing you 

 

Non-members welcome ï for a Ã2 entrance fee 
New members always welcome  

Want to know more about the u3a? 
Alison Richards email amrichards64@icloud.com 

07474040646 

10.30 am to 2.30 pm 

Saturday 29th November 

Hughley Village Church 
Tea, coffee & delicious 

cake served 

Thank you to Much Wenlock Scouts  
on behalf on the PCC. In October they lent a helping 
hand to clearing vegetation from around the  
churchyard. Enough to fill a skip.  

Very many thanks to them. 

Four-year-old to her two-year-old sister: ñLetôs play 
Christmas. Iôll be Father Christmas, and you can be a  
present and Iôll give you away.ò 

We were putting out mincepies for Father Christmas on Christmas 
Eve, I accidentally dropped one. I picked it up and dusted it off 
before placing it back on the plate. ñYou canôt do that,ò argued my 
four-year-old. But I assured him that Father Christmas would never 
know.  He shot me a dubious look. ñSo, he knows if Iôve been bad 
or good all year, but he doesnôt know if you dropped his cookie on 
the floor?ò 
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            SOUP LUNCH-    

RAISING FUNDS FOR CHARITY 
 

WHERE:    Holy Trinity Church  

                  Much Wenlock 

WHEN:      Friday 9th January 2026 

FROM:       Midday till 1.30pm 

ON OFFER: 4 soups, one of which is Gluten Free 

COST:      Donations to this monthôs chosen charity 

WHICH IS:   Lend with Care  

                  

This is a dementia friendly activity. 
 

Usually 2nd Friday each month apart from  
August and December 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Please do not let the word study deter you 
from thinking about attending to see for 
yourself. This is not a Bible knowledge 
competition and there are no tests. Rather we are a 
friendly supportive fellowship who meet every Thurs-
day morning in Homer, or occasionally in Much 
Wenlock, to consider parts of the Bible, to share 
views on what it means to us and, particularly, if it 
raises questions or confusion for us.  
If you would like to try it out or for any further  
information please contact Alan Gainer on 01952 
727879; or John Cumberland on 01952 727386  

 

RUSHBURY AND CARDINGTON WI  
We meet in Cardington Village Hall for late Autumnal and 
Winter months and in Rushbury Village Hall for rest of the 
year, usually on the third Wednesday of every month at 
2.00 pm Jan and Feb and at 7.30 pm for the rest of the 
year.   
We welcome all - fellow WIs and those from our local  
communities.  Anyone interesting joining or even road  
testing us please call or text our President, Liz Fullbrook 
on 07970924507.   

Always a fun evening at our  

FAMILY FRIENDLY QUIZ  

SHIPTON VILLAGE 

HALL  

Wednesday 3 December  

7.30pm with bar and raffle 

Team and spot prizes  

Only Ã4 per person 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE MUCH WENLOCK  
BOWLING CLUB 
WILL BE HELD AT  

MUCH WENLOCK PRIORY HALL ON 
FRIDAY 16th JANUARY 2026 AT 7.00pm 
All interested parties are welcome to attend 

 
Any Club Member wishing to bring Special Business 
to the meeting must firstly submit this in writing to the 
Club Secretary at  muchwenlockbc@gmail.com  

before 3rd January 2026 

Members and Guests met together on Thursday 13th 
November to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of 
Cressage WI. Celia had researched our archive of 
minute books and photographs to discover the early 
days. In 1935 meetings were quite formal, led by  
formidable ladies wearing hats and always referring 
to each other by title never by first name. In order to 
become a member one had to have a proposer and 
seconder and be recommended to the committee.  
 

The minutes of the first AGM of 1936 show a  
membership of 38. The first programme shows that 
members enjoyed a variety of demonstrations, all of 
a practical nature though there was always a social 
half hour ( a robust game of musical chairs is  
mentioned) and competitions (jelly eating, candle 
lighting) The meetings have always taken place in 
Cressage Village Hall though originally in the  
afternoons. 
 

Ruth read a piece reflecting Cressage WI during the 
war years when members responded to the call to 
man the Home Front forming working parties to knit, 
sew, grow vegetables, make jam and bottle fruit. 
 

After enjoying a delicious buffet supper, made and 
served by local caterer Tracey Nock, we were  
entertained by musicians Lesley and David Foster 
from Much Wenlock 
  

County Chairman Bridget Thurgood presented Celia 
with the SFWI certificate marking the occasion, and 
Kath Neville asked us to raise our glasses of bubbly 
in a toast to Cressage WI past, present and future. 
 

Josephine brought us up to date with Cressage in 
the 21st century remarking on all the changes mainly 
in the use of technology which would have been so 
unfamiliar to our founding members but at the same 
time acknowledging the debt we owe to them all. 
 

Next meeting : Christmas Crafts, a practical  
session on Thursday December 11th.   
January meeting on Thursday 8th  at 7.30pm.   
There will be a presentation about 'The Roman 
Women of Wroxeter'  

CRESSAGE & DISTRICT WI 

Cressage Village Hall   
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H        N    ! 
Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls  

10.30 am ñWednesdays  
3rd & 17th December 2025  
7th and 21st January 2026  

HARLEY VILLAGE HALL  
All are most welcome for coffee (or tea), biscuits, 

carpet bowls and a chat.   
For further information please phone 01952 510547  

 

Much Wenlock Ecclesiastical Charity 
 

A Grant Making Charity Supporting the Community of 
Much Wenlock with faith, hope and love. 

 

If you or your organisation would like to discuss to 
see if you meet the criteria or apply please write to: 
The Rectory, New Road, Much Wenlock TF13 6EQ  
Or Email: mwec@muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 

 

Application Forms can be downloaded from: 
www.muchwenlockchurch.co.uk 

FARMERôS BUTTY VAN      
Tuesday 16th December at Cardington  
Village Hall SY6 7JZ. 1800 to 2000 hrs 
Our regular chat, Carols and refreshments. Father 
Christmas is attending with small gifts for the children. 
The Village Hall is in the centre of the village opposite 
to the Church. 
May I thank you for your support of the Butty Van. You 
would be most welcome to our Christmas Butty Van at 
Cardington since an evening time may be more  
convenient to you. As usual I will be on Car Parking so 
please make yourself known to me so I can personally 
thank you for your support. 
May I wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful  
Christmas The First Butty Van in 2026 
Thursday 15th January 2026 at Cottage Farm, 
Easthope, Much Wenlock. TF13 6DN at 1030 to 1200 
hrs by kind permission of Hayden Esp  

ST. MARYôS CHURCH HARLEY  
FESTIVAL OF LIGHT  
Saturday 6th December 6pm to 8pm.  
Come and see the church decorated for  
Christmas by candlelight. Enjoy mulled 
wine and mince pies and Father Christmas will be in 
his grotto.  
 

Consideration is being given to the type and level of 
the display during these times of increasing energy 
prices.  We have decided to repeat a request which 
has been very popular and well supported. For the 
Festival of Light, the Nativity, Carol Service,  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services we are 
inviting you to bring a gift of non-perishable food. 
This will be placed on one of the displays in the 
church and after Christmas taken to a Food Bank to 
boost their supplies for the New Year. 

HARLEY NATIVITY SERVICE 
Our Annual Nativity Play on Sunday 7th December 
at 5pm at St There we will have our usual joy-
ous celebration of the Christmas story with 
children and adults taking part with  
traditional Carols. Would any adult or child 
wishing to take part please let Paul Trenberth know 
by the 30th November on 510547 so that the script 
can reflect the numbers attending. 

STANTON LONG COMMUNITY SOUP LUNCHES 
DELICIOUS VARIETY OF SOUPS & HOMEMADE 

BREAD PLUS CAKE AND HOT DRINKS 
 

Stanton Long Church 
12 noon - 1pm on the following dates.   

All for Ã5 
 

Saturday 10th January  
Saturday 14th February 
Saturday 14th March 

Please put these dates in your diary - we really look 
forward to seeing you. 

You are warmly invited to ñSt. Maryôs Church 
Harley Carol Serviceò on Sunday 14th  
December at 6pm. 
Come and join us for carols followed by 
mulled wine and festive treats. 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
Review 
Next: the referendum 
 

In September we reported that barrister 
Timothy Jones had been appointed as the  
Independent Examiner of the Much Wenlock  
Neighbourhood Plan Review. He  has recommended 
its approval subject to thirteen minor modifications. 
 
 

The Main Findings 
*The Plan meets all basic conditions and legal  
requirements. 
*The Examiner commended the Plan for being "clear 
and a pleasure to read". 
*His site visit was conducted on 18th October 2025 
and he has concluded that no public hearing is  
required. 
*All eight proposed Local Green Spaces are  
approved, including two new designations - the 
Cemetery on Bridgnorth Road and the allotments on 
Southfield Road. 
 
 

The Next Steps 
The Plan, covering the period from 2024 to 2038 
and with the recommended modifications  
incorporated, will proceed to a referendum in the 
Much Wenlock parish area. This will be conducted 
by Shropshire Council and is likely to be early in the 
New Year.  
 
 

This is a real positive for our community, and the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and Much 
Wenlock Town Council are grateful to all of those 
who took part in the public consultations. The  
Independent Examinerôs report, and other relevant 
documents can all be found on https://muchwenlock-
tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/ 
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MOTHERSô UNION 
Christian Care for Families                                                      

For further information please contact one of the  
following. 

LEADER:             Gill Reynolds               727620 
SECRETARY:     Jean Gladstone           728520 

MUCH WENLOCK  
MALE VOICE CHOIR 

 

Tuesdays 7.30pm  
at William Brookes School.  

New members are always welcome. 
 

We enjoyed our short afternoon concert at the Priory 
Hall recently where we entertained the Much Wenlock 
& Cressage Medical Practice Wellness Group and their 
supporters, and we now look forward to a full  
programme of Christmas engagements. Hopefully this 
year we will sing at both Lady Foresterôs and the 
Wheatlands care homes, before attendance at the 
Wenlock Christmas Fayre. As usual, weôll be singing 
under the Corn Exchange from 11am with a mixture of 
seasonal music, some familiar, some new, with also a 
selection from our favourite songs. 
 

Our own Christmas concert will be held at the William 
Brookes School on Tuesday 16th December at 7pm. 
This is a FREE concert with mince pies and mulled 
wine, a Christmas raffle and a pay bar that will be open 
before and after the event. Please consider joining us. 
Entry is by ticket that are available through choir  
members, by contacting us on the number below or 
from Penny Farthing in the Square in Wenlock. 
 

Into 2026 and whilst the choir have concerts lined up, 
we have quite a few weeks of practice before we  
perform again in March. This means that weôll be able 
to work on some new repertoire. It will also be an  
excellent time to join us if you are looking for a new 
and rewarding interest for the New Year, with our first 
rehearsal being on Tuesday January 6th from 7.20pm 
at the William Brookes School. 
 

Wishing all our friends, supporters and patrons a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Dick Langford  

MUCH WENLOCK DOG WALKING 
GROUP  óUNLEASHEDô 

Come and take your dog on a Sniffari!  
Meet likeminded friendly and fun people for a 
lovely off leash walk and a good sniff around and a 
good natter about all things dogs. The walk will be 
approximately 1 to1.5 hours long.  There will be a 
brief etiquette chat to ensure all dogs are safe and 
enjoying the walk.  Bring your best friend! (donôt  
forget the poo bags).  Every Saturday at 8.30am and 
meeting place varies week to week.  Fb group: dog 
walking group unleashed Bridgnorth Further  
information from Daniela 07976 411425 

MUCH WENLOCK  
FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

A social group for people aged 
over 60 to meet up, enjoy some 

light refreshment and make new friends.  The 
Pinefields Community Centre, 1 Pinefields Close, 
Much Wenlock TF13 6DA, usually on the last  
Tuesday of the month, 10.30am - 12.30pm, but 
meeting dates can change, so please check with 
Wellbeing services for details of the next meeting. 
Cost: Free, but we would welcome a donation of 
Ã2.00 per session to cover costs 
Contact:  Wellbeing services 01743 233 123 
                Email: enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk 

Website        www.mwmvchoir.org.uk 
Facebook     facebook.com/mwmvchoir 
Instagram     mwmalevoicechoir 
Email            chairmanmwmvc@gmail.com 
Phone          01952 728758 

CENTENARY WORLD DAY 
OF PRAYER  

Friday 6th March 2026  
Service for everyone  

Followed by tea and cake  
 

Much Wenlock Methodist Church  

5k Your Way Move Against Cancer 
A support group with a difference for 
anyone affected by cancer 
Parkrun events on the last Saturday of every 
month.  Afterwards we go for coffee and chat ! Our 
groups are all very friendly and  
supportive. 
 
 

We meet at Shrewsbury parkrun in the Quarry park 
and one in Telford who meet at Telford parkrun in 
Telford town park. Both groups meet at 8.45am for 
a 9am start on the last Saturday of the month.   
shrewsburygroup@5kyourway.org 
telfordgroup@5kyourway.org 

The November meeting was all about our memberôs 
memories, with most of us contributing. 
Our meeting on Thursday 18th December will again be 
held at 25 Swan Meadow starting at 2pm, This will be 
our Christmas meeting where we will  
consider what we have done in the last year and make 
plans for 2026.   
 

We hold our meetings on the third Thursday of the 
month starting at 2 pm and visitors are always  
welcome  Venue will be announced in the Herald. 
 
15th January 2026 will be our New Year Social at 1a 
Forester Avenue. 

A|X «J Æ ºÉ °ӃJÉ ÇJ´ z­ «z J´ °ӃJ««XT J«T 
0­´X°| J«T 5J³É ÇX³X z­ «z Z³­ªź|­Ä´XŻº­
ź|­Ä´XŻ¦«­N¦ «z ­« º|X T­­³´ J«T J´¦ «z  º
º|X³X ÇJ´ J«É ³­­ª Z­³ º|XªŸ 
 

 ´ º|XÉ N­« «ÄXT º­ zXºź«­ ³­­ªŻJ«´ÇX³´ŵ J
Ӄ ÀӃX Æ­ NX NJӃӃXT Z³­ª º|X MJN¦ ­Z º|X N|Ä³N|ŷ
żH­Ä ´|­ÄӃT |JÆX M­­¦XTŲŽ  
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3rd Thursday every 
month except August at 
Cressage Village Hall.  
7.30pm 

1st Much Wenlock Scout 
Group, Christmas Post. 
t's that time of year...well nearly so and, in 
the spirit of Being Prepared, here are the 
arrangements for this year's collection. 
Your past donations have helped us to 

purchase some new tents and they have certainly 
been put to good use. This coming.year we are  
concentrating on.our community garden, so thank 
you in advance for using the Scout Christmas Post! 
 

As usual, please give us a clue as to not-so-obvious 
addresses, so that we can find them easily and we 
can only deliver by hand in the Much Wenlock town. 
We shall be collecting cards and donations in Mrs 
P's sweetshop on the High Street from Friday  
November 28th to the 6th December. We shall  
deliver the cards during the week beginning the 8th 
December. We shall also have a collection point at 
the Christmas tree farm on 6th & 7th December. 
   

Please come and visit us there to make a Christmas 
table decoration, have a hot chocolate and buy 
some hand made Christmas presents too! 

Many thanks to all who have  
supported us in the past, we 
are very grateful,  
and Happy Early Christmas! 

Our Rainbows meet on Wednesdays 
5.30pmï6.30pm  
Brownies meet on Fridays 6.00pm ï 
7.30pm   
Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 

7.15pm ï 8.45pm during term-time. 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a
-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/ 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-a-child/ 
For an informal chat, feel free to call Lily (Rainbows) 
at 07711 111346, or Katie (Brownies and older) at 
07503 893532.  

Brockton and District WI 
catieegelton@me.com  

Next meeting Tuesday 2nd December at 
7.30. New members are always welcome. At 

the AGM it was reported that our finances are 
healthy.  The President and Secretary were 
(willingly) re-elected. Over the year  we held fund 
raising events; county órambleô; two Outings. Group 
events were well attended.  Made generous  
donations to charities The member of the year was 
announced. The Speakers programme for 2026 was 
discussed. 
 

The evening was rounded off with an ingenious quiz 
designed by Catie.  She decided to ' test' us on the 
Speakers talks throughout 2025, to check we'd been 
listening!  The last part of the quiz was a selection of 
photos which had to be identified to lead us to the 
final one word answer. This was 'Jerusalem', a fitting 
end to the quiz and the year!  

Used Postage Stamps: 
I am still collecting used postage stamps, now for the 
R.N.I. for the Blind.  You can leave them at the The 
Wheatlands Care Home throughout the year, or  at 
either of the two surgeries, Much Wenlock and 
Cressage.  Alternatively, if you come to the 
house, there is a plastic box next to the 
front door if I am not here.  Thank you for 
your past support.              Anne Lloyd  

 TELFORD STAMP, CARD and COIN FAIR 
Saturday, 10th January, 2026  

10am to 2pm.  At the Belmont Community Hall, 
Wellington, Telford.  TF1 1HJ.  On the far 
Side of the Tan Bank Car Park.  Free entry.   
Freshly cooked light refreshments available. 

 
Telford Stamp and Card Club meets on the second 
Monday monthly at the Belmont Hall, off the TN Bank 
Car park, at 7.30pm until 9.30pm and has a varied 
programme on stamp or post card related items.  We 
are a friendly club and visitors are welcome.  There is 
no charge for visitors.  
 
Any enquiries: Richard Camp.  Tele: 01952-405458. 

Holy Trinity Flower Guild 
Annual General Meeting  
Thursday 15th January 2026 

10am in the church 
Why do we have flowers in church?  When we  
display flowers and foliage in our churches, we  
participate in a beautiful actof worship.....and a 
celebration of God's creation in colour,form and 
scent. We also Offer to God human expertise, 
Creativity and time through flower arranger's  
dedication to their craft. 
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Soft TennisðA gentler form of the 
full game of Lawn Tennis.  Played  
indoors on a badminton size court.  The 
balls are softer and slower.  Good fun and a 
proper piece of exercise.   

All Ages Welcome.  
 

We meet in the Leisure Centre, Much Wenlock ï 
Wednesdays ï 5.00p.m. to 6.00p.m. 
n.warrington993@btinternet.com 

Wenlock Olympians Athletics Club   
Do you enjoy running, jumping and throwing?   

at The Leisure Centre.  
9.00-10.30am for ages 8, 9 and 10 

10.00-11.30am for ages 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 
 

If you would like to find out more please see our website 
www.wenlockolympians.org 

MUCH WENLOCK  
BOWLING CLUB            
Gaskell Recreation Ground 

COME AND JOIN US, YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
We run 5 teams in local leagues.   Friendly competitions 
held throughout the year.  Social bowling with friends  
every Thursday.   
New to bowling? Free tuition and equipment available 

ENQUIRIES TO OUR SECRETARY AT:  
muchwenlockbc@gmail.com 

MUCH WENLOCK  
TOWNWOMENôS GUILD 
downes816@btinternet.com   

COUND AND DISTRICT TENNIS 
CLUB 

Come and join in our fun and social  
tennis community  

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub 
 

or use our Cound and District Tennis Club 
Homepage QR Code 

 

For membership enquiries please contact 
us at membershipatcound@btinternet.com  
 
 

Adult beginners courses, adults drills & cardio, Juniors 
Saturday coaching and private lessons 

 

Please contact Club Coach Graham Hart on  
07960 970 017 or email hartg734@aol.com  

BOOKS! 
Shropshire Libraries run a free  
mobile service?  Mobile van covers 71 
stops in the South East of the county.  
You can use your Shropshire library 
membership card or join the library service on board if 
you are not already a member - it's free!  There is a  
wheelchair lift if you need help getting on board, just ask 
the driver. You can return loans from any Shropshire  
library.  Visit our website www.shropshire.gov.uk/
libraries. If you click on "mobile libraries" it will show 
you your nearest stop and when the library will next be 
there.  Or phone number 01743 255024. 

Members welcomed Lally Cheeseman to our  
October meeting.  She told us about the history of 
sweets, particularly chocolate bars which made our 
mouths water.  This was followed by a short talk 
with slides by Gordon Dickins of locations in  
Shropshire which we all enjoyed.  There followed 
tea and biscuits.  
Next month on 17 November a representative from 
The Samaritans will be telling us all about their  
valuable work.  We will be having our Christmas 
Lunch on 15 December. 

FLICKS IN THE STICKS   
at Cound Guildhall!! 

NB No Flicks in the Sticks in 
December 

 

Friday 23RD JANUARY 7.30 pm 
 THE BALLAD OF WALLIS ISLAND 

follows Charles (Tim Key), an eccentric lottery  
winner who lives alone on a remote island and 

dreams of getting his favourite musicians, McGwyer 
Mortimer (Tom Basden & Carey  

Mulligan) back together. His fantasy turns into  
reality when the bandmates and former lovers  
accept his invitation to play a private show at his 
home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as 
Charles tries desperately to salvage his dream gig. 

 

Film Ã5.          Pre-Film Meal 6.30 pm Ã7.00 
Tea, Coffee & Homemade Cakes in interval   Ã3.50 

 

Prior Booking Only Please for Film and for Meal. 
To book please ring Tim on 01743 761257 

 

Please let us know of any allergies or intolerances 
when booking a meal. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/coundanddistricttennisclub
mailto:membershipatcound@btinternet.com
mailto:hartg734@aol.com
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Contact:  
mwcivicsociety@gmail.com 
Website:  https://e-voice.org.uk/
mwcivicsociety/   

Talks Programme ï 7.30pm Priory HallðTuesdays 
 

TOWN COUNCIL  NOTES  

Issued by: Trudi Barrett, Town Clerk     Tel: 01952 727509   
Email: townclerk@muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk 

CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

Visit from Leader of Shropshire Council -Town Councillors 
were delighted to welcome Cllr Heather Kidd, Leader of 
Shropshire Council, to their meeting in November.  She gave 
an overview of the current situation at Shropshire Council, 
explaining the financial and organisational difficulties facing 
the authority.  She answered questions from Town Councillors 
covering highways, planning and traffic matters, and stated 
that Shropshire Council was working towards more detailed 
scrutiny and efficient delivery of operations as well as changes 
to policy.  However, this would take time and the most  
pressing problem was the financial emergency.  In response to 
a question about services and possible transfers to town and 
parish councils, Councillor Kidd assured the meeting that 
Shropshire Council would work with local councils to find the 
best solutions for each area, taking into account different  
approaches and varying levels of  resources. 
 

Memorandum of Understanding with Shropshire Council 
Much Wenlock Town Council has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Shropshire Council.  The agreement is a 
non-legally binding arrangement which sets out areas of  
potential co-operation between the two councils to explore 
more effective service provision and reflects a shared  
commitment to joint working, where appropriate. 
 

Christmas Lightsðin the town are again providing a  
wonderful festive display and we hope that many of you were 
able to enjoy the switch-on event on 27th November.  The 
Town Council funds the overall display but we are very  
grateful for the support of local sponsors in providing the 
Christmas tree in the Square.  The Council would like to thank 
this yearôs contributors: Cuan Wildlife Rescue, Northwood & 
Sons, the George & Dragon, Baker & Cook, Wenlock  
Wardrobe, Wheatland Care Home, Nick Tart Estate Agents, 
Tea on the Square and The Peach Poodle.  Thank you all.   
Particular thanks to Northwoods for co-ordinating  
arrangements. 
 

The Guildhallðopen between 11am and 4pm on Christmas 
Fayre day, Saturday, 6th December, with childrenôs activities, 
craft items for sale and a mixed media exhibition of work by 
Niki Guy.  Otherwise, the Guildhall is closed for the winter 
and will re-open in April 2026. 
 

Dog Waste Bag DispensersðResidents will soon see new 
dog waste bag dispensers appearing at strategic points around 
the town.  Unfortunately, there are ongoing problems with dog 
mess being left on pavements and in public areas.  This is both 
unpleasant and a health hazard. Councillors hope that the  
provision of bags in the town will encourage dog owners to 
clean up after their pets.  The Council would like to thank 
Much Wenlock Young Farmers for producing the dog-bone 
backboards for the bag dispensers. 
 

New Sandbag StoreðThe Council has purchased a new  
storage unit for the sandbags held in the High Street by Back 
Lane car park.  The store will help to prevent the sandbags 
from deteriorating so that they are in good condition when 
needed and will also improve the appearance of this area.  
 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan Review see page 7 
 

Town Council Meetingsð7.00pm at the Guildhall, Much 
Wenlock  on Thursday, 4th December 2025 and Thursday, 
8th January 2026  
 

Council SurgeriesðSaturday, 10th January 2026 between 
10.30 am and 12 noon at Much Wenlock Museum.    
 
 

We wish all residents a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

The Civic Society is delighted that after careful examination and 
a few queries the Examiner has decided that the draft  
Neighbourhood Plan can go forward for referendum. 
Shropshire County Council began the process of producing a new 
Local Plan with a call for sites for consideration for various types 
of development.   They are also producing the guidelines against 
which development will be set.  This includes two briefing  
documents: 
Draft-design-of-residential-extensions-and-alterations-
supplementary-planning-document.pdf 
Draft-design-of-new-dwellings-supplementary-planning-
document.pdf 
Dry as they may sound, they include excellent illustrations of 
good design and layout. They are well worth looking at if you are 
considering building an extension including a loft conversion or a 
new build.  They include guidance for providing adequate  
internal space in a bedroom to the necessary open space for larger 
developments.   
They can be found on Shropshire Councilôs website and we have 
put copies on the Civic Society website. 
 
Unfortunately, the Town Council bid for grant funding for repairs 
to the Guildhall was not successful on this occasion.  The  
Guildhall is an iconic building which is in need of restoration for 
it to continue to be a focal point in our town. There are several 
other important buildings in the town which provide spaces for 
community use.  They all need funding and support from the 
community in order to remain sustainable.  Various ideas for 
making better use of a restored Guildhall have apparently been 
suggested.  The Society would like to see the Town Council open 
these options up for debate so that agreement can be reached on 
the best way to meet the needs of the Guildhall without adverse 
impact on those other venues.  This wider involvement of the 
town is also an element which will make a revised bid more  
likely to attract funding. 
 
Much Wenlock needs parking to be competitively priced but  
preferably free so as not to deter visitors or shoppers.  The main 
carparks behind the High Street are not well used and are often 
virtually empty.  The Town Council objected to the charges set 
by the County Council and noted that the number of permits  
purchased has decreased as charges have risen.  The County 
Council is desperately short of money.  Other small towns like 
Shifnal pay an annual fee to the County Council so that parking is 
free.  The Society would like to suggest that, if they have not  
already done so, the Town Council asks Shropshire Council to 
give them an accurate breakdown of the Car Park charges for the 
last three years.  If there was a clear picture of how much profit 
Shropshire Council made from charges each year i.e. How much 
money was collected minus the actual costs for emptying the  
machines, paying for enforcement and any maintenance, then the 
Town Council and traders might be able to come up with a  
subsidy for the charges.  Free parking would encourage people to 
visit and shop in the town and a Subsidy could 
also bring gains like much less expensive permits 
on peripheral parking, to encourage shop keepers 
and workers to leave the road side parking free 
during the day.   
 

The Much Wenlock Civic Society wishes the town 
successful Christmas trading and everybody a 
happy, healthy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. 



12 

FRIENDS OF THE OLD CEMETERY                                  

CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

Holy Trinity  
Environmental Group 
muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com  

Iôm heading up to the Old Cemetery, relieved 
that itôs not raining and that the sun is trying its 
best to break through the clouds. Iôm meeting visitors 
here today; pupils from the Primary School and their 
teaching assistant who are coming to learn more about 
the young men from this town that sadly lost their lives 
in the First and Second World Wars. We are joined by 
Much Wenlock Mayor, Dan Thomas, the Reverend Mat-
thew Stafford, Deputy Lieutenant Clare Brentnall, town 
councillor Paula Sivertson and myself as a Friend of the 
Old Cemetery. The children prepared and performed a 
powerful, joint poem for us before placing crosses on all 
the war graves here and also those of two local families 
whose lives were devastated by the loss of multiple sons. 
We were able to hear something more personal about the 
lives of each of the young men that were killed and 
where they had lived in Much Wenlock before the wars 
as Matthew brought along a carefully researched book 
collating each of their short lives. When teaching  
children about history, itôs always difficult to try to  
imagine something beyond our own life experiences and 
times, and yet each of the children were able to mention 
some family member that had been involved in war. For 
me it was my late father in-law, for them, it was great 
grandparents or great uncles or parents who are in the 
armed forces right now. If our act of remembering the 
tragedy of these lives lost can help prevent more  
conflicts, especially in the light of all that is happening 
currently around the world, then that feels like a good 
reason for us to gather here today. 
 

The Remembrance Garden is actually one of my  
favourite parts of the Old Cemetery because it is  
surrounded by a cluster of trees which create shelter and 
food for the wildlife we want to encourage here. There 
are two rowans, one with red berries, one with bright  
yellow, still holding a few of these dripping jewels, but 
the rain and wind has taken most of them now and  
relieved them of their old autumn leaves too. Then 
thereôs the old cherry tree by the lychgate, a tangible 
guardian to greet you on entering the space. Its gnarled 
and textured bark is full of patterns that always make me 
want to take a crayon rubbing of it, like I used to do on 
trees as a child. Next is a hawthorn, a crab apple and 
rosehip making a line up in an orderly fashion above the 
road. Then I reach until the deep, evergreen yews which 
are spreading out wide across the path, making it  
necessary to dodge around them and get wet feet on the 
grass. I have wellies on today so donôt mind and also, I 
feel reassured that theyôre growing well and will  
hopefully outlive all of us. But the show stopper today is 
the holly tree just behind one of the war graves. Itôs full 
of bright red berries. Iôm always thrilled by holly berries. 
They tell of the coming winter and the build-up to the 
solstice and Christmas. It will come quickly now. It  
always does. And then the light will return. 

Jo Jukes 
 

November 15th will have passed us by the time you read this. It is 
a free workshop on óWhy Nature Mattersô that has been held at 
Priory Hall. We are hoping that it has been of interest to people in 
Much Wenlock and the surrounding area. It would be good to 
hear what people think  - let us know your views at the email at 
the top of this article. 
In an age when globalisation brings goods, services, and  
information from across the world at breathtaking speed, it also 
delivers an unwanted cargo: plastic waste. Single-use plastics - 
bottles, packaging, straws and wrappers - choke our rivers, harm 
wildlife and persist for centuries. It can feel overwhelming to face 
such a global issue from a small town like Much Wenlock. Yet it 
is precisely in places of local beauty and strong community spirit 
that real change begins - and is already well underway. 
Much Wenlock, set in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
carries both privilege and responsibility. Our streams flow into 
large rivers, our fields host creatures that roam wider landscapes 
and our example can ripple far beyond the town.  Over recent 
years, we have shown that local action matters: public awareness 
campaigns have reduced litter and inspired recycling, businesses 
have reviewed their packaging, refill stations have appeared, and 
environmental workshops have entered our halls. A growing  
network  of óBusiness Championsô now lead by example, proving 
that sustainability and prosperity can go hand in hand. When local 
businesses reduce packaging, when schools teach the next   
generation to reuse and repurpose, when residents refill rather 
than discard, each act becomes a quiet rebellion against the 
throwaway culture that globalisation has normalised. Campaigns 
grounded in community - tree planting, litter picks, refill stations 
and creative reuse workshops - restore a sense of shared purpose. 
They also demonstrate that environmental healing is not a distant 
aspiration but a daily practise that we, in Much Wenlock, have 
already embraced with enthusiasm. 
To give our local campaign a memorable focus, we can unite  
behind a Much Wenlock mantra built on the very word we want 
to transform:  PLASTICS - our Mnemonic for change 
P-Protect what we love 
Begins with affection for our hills, streams and wildlife 
L- Learn and lead locally 
Knowledge shared in schools, shops and community events em-
powers others to act. Leadership is local before it is global 
A- Avoid and adapt 
Avoid unnecessary plastic, adapt habits - carry bottles, choose 
loose produce, repair before replacing. 
S - Support sustainable suppliers 
Champion our local markets, refill stores and businesses reducing 
packaging. Spending shapes the system 
T - Teach through example 
Actions speak louder than policies. Visibility inspires imitation - 
one reusable cup can start a movement. 
I - Innovate creatively 
Use art, storytelling, and design to reimagine waste. Beauty can 
turn awareness into action. 
C - Collaborate in community 
Join neighbours, schools and councils; collective effort multiplies 
impact 
S- Share success 
Celebrate progress - each kilogram saved, each riverbank cleared, 
each new Business Champion recognised. Joy sustains the  
journey. 
Our Much Wenlock mantra remains clear: 
óProtect what we love, live lightly, and leave less behindô 
Every refill, repair and reuse declares that the global plastic tide 
is not unstoppable. Our collective success in awareness,  
education and enterprise reminds us that local leadership can set a 
powerful example. By embodying the PLASTICS principles, 
Much Wenlock continues its proud tradition of civic pride and 
environmental stewardship - showing that even a small market 
town can help shape a cleaner, kinder world.  

mailto:muchwenlockplasticfree@gmail.com
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THE EDGE 
ARTS CENTRE 
Much Wenlock 

whatôs on 

Book Tickets:  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/edgeartscentre 

Contact:  

01952 728911          

edgeartscentre.com 

NEW BOX OFFICE for live event tickets 
Penny-Farthing 
5 The Square Much Wenlock 
No booking fees, Cash only 

The Bookshop (PG) 
MON 1 DEC | 7.30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Puccini: La Boheme 
The Royal Opera (2020) (PG) 
THU 4 DEC | 7.30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

The Rat Pack Christmas in Vegas 
SAT 5 FRI | 7:30PM | Ã25 

Music 

The Man who Invented Christmas 

(PG) Complimentary cocktail & mince pie 
MON 8 DEC | 7:30PM | Ã6 (Ã5) 

Cinema 

Shrewsbury College presents Aladdin 
FRI 12 DEC | 7.30PM | Ã5 (Ã2.50) 

Panto 

The Edge Comedy Club 
Christmas Special 
Clean jokes suitable for ages 11+ 
SAT 13 DEC | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Comedy 

Santaôs Christmas Party 
The show where every child receives a  

present from Santa! 
SAT 20 DEC | 2PM | Ã12.50 

Theatre 

An Evening with the Founder of Cuan 

Wildlife Rescue 
FRI 9 JAN | 7:30PM | Ã15 (Ã12) 

Spoken Word 

Luke Jackson in concert 
SAT 10 JAN | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Music 

Bat out of Hell - The Musical (12A) 

THU 15 JAN | 7:30PM | Ã12 (Ã10) 

Cinema 
Live 

A Ticket to Ride with The Fourmost 

FRI 16 JAN | 7:30PM | Ã20 
Music 

Naissance in concert 
FRI 30 JAN | 7:30PM | Ã15 

Music 

 
 
 
 
 
LADY FORESTER PRESENTS 

Saturday 20th December 2025 
2-4 pm 

 

COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 
Come and celebrate the season with a  

heartwarming Carol Service, filled with your 
favourite Christmas songs and holiday cheer. 

 

Lady Forester Nursing Home, Farley Road, 
Much Wenlock TF13 6NB 

News from Christ Church C.E. 
Primary School 

Are you looking for a primary school that feels 
like family? 
 

You're warmly invited to our Early Years Open 
Days at Christ Church CE Primary School. 
Come and experience the heart of our vibrant 
Early Years community, where children  
flourish in beautifully refurbished indoor  
spaces and thrive through play in our  
expansive outdoor learning environments. Our 
setting inspires curiosity, builds confidence, 
and nurtures a lifelong love of learning.  
Join us to see our school in action, meet our 
dedicated staff and feel the warmth of our  
caring, family atmosphere. Weôd love to  
welcome you and share what makes our 
school so special. 
 

Open Day Dates: 
Thursday 1st December 9.00am - 10.00am 
Tuesday 9th December 3.30pm - 4.30pm 
Thursday 8th January 11.00am - 12.00pm 
 

To book your visit contact our lovely office 
staff on 01952 510383 
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News from Shropshire Cllr Dan Thomas 

Working hard for communities in the Much Wenlock  
Division of Shropshire Council. 
M:  077907 81408 (day time)   

facebook: com/dan4wenlock                E: dan.thomas@shropshire.gov.uk 

News from Shropshire Cllr Chris Naylor 
covering Church Preen, Kenley and Hughley  

Iôm pleased to still be working hard with parish  
councillors and residents in Church Preen, Hughley, 
Kenley on the initiative previously mentioned to tackle 
potholes and other highways issues ï signs lost in the 
hedge, blocked drains, dangerous road grit, etc. Now 
known as óLooking after our Lanesô.  
 

The Deputy Leader Cllr Wagner has reconsidered a  
couple of rules on our behalf to move this on ï firstly, 
that parishes werenôt supposed to be included in this 
new ódevolutionô plan till 2026/7, secondly that the  
Council only wanted to work with óclustersô of parishes. 
However Iôve said, will our keen volunteers here wait 
another 18 months? And isnôt this a chance for a pilot 
which the rest of Shropshire can learn from. 
 

So the Council is taking this proposal very seriously, but 
weôre still not there yet. Thereôs permission to look after 
the ósofterô issues as listed about ï but not yet to tackle 
the potholes, as parish volunteers are allowed to do in 
similar schemes in other counties such as Devon.  
Fingers crossed. 
 

In parallel, some good news. Shropshire has won a 
place in the first wave of Governmentôs new  
Neighbourhood Health initiative, to bring accessible 
health and social care closer to Shropshireôs rural 
communities.  
 

We had an inspiring presentation from 6 top health 
and social care professionals this week, talking 
about early years help, chronic disease advice, and 
of course assistance for older residents. All of this 
to be delivered through our South Shropshire  
centres ï Bishops Castle, Ludlow, Bridgnorth ï and 
I was told, when I asked about our villages, through 
outreach visits too.  
 

This wonôt happen immediately, but as part of the 
Governmentôs new Ten Year Health Strategy, I 
think we can be hopeful. I óve also suggested this 
initiative should be explained to our Parish Council 
and our councillors be given the opportunity to  
suggest priorities locally.  
 

Any views you have on this please let me know. As 
always, please contact me if you need: 
chris.naylor@shropshire.gov.uk 07825 745 626 
(reception permitting). 

Shropshire Councilôs Financial Positionð 
Shropshire Council is awaiting the result of a request 
for Exceptional Financial Support, in a loan of Ã60  
million, hoping to avoid a Section 114 notice ï an  
official declaration that a council is unable to meet its 
spending requirements. Without government help, the 
Council leadership say it would need to consider its 
position.  
Repaired SignageðI was delighted to see the  
repaired signage on the A458 Shrewsbury road. After a 
lengthy delay, it has tidied up the entrance to the town 
and provided the important information on speed limits.   
Leader meeting with Flood GroupsðIn a meeting 
this month, I invited the Leader of Shropshire Council 
to meet with both flood groups in Much Wenlock. We 
explained the history of flooding in the town in recent 
years and outlined the work we believe is scheduled. 
We look forward to working with her and the new  
Council administration in tackling these issues.  
Leader meeting the Town CouncilðAs per the Town 
Council's column on page 11, it was good to welcome 
the Council Leader and ask questions. I focused my 
question on rat-running and on pursuing 20 mph speed 
zones around the town centre, which the leader  
committed to reviewing.  
St Milburga through the Lens of an IconðIt was an 
absolute privilege to be at Holy Trinity Church last 
week to welcome Sister Theovouli from The 318 Holy 
Fathers Orthodox Church in Shrewsbury and listen to 
her reflective talk on Saint Milburga through the Lens of 
an Icon.  The icon she has made is on display in the 
Lady Chapel and is well worth a visit.   
Neighbourhood PlanðI hope many of you read the 
extremely positive news on the Neighbourhood Plan, 
which you can find on page 7 in the Herald. As Chair of 
the Steering Group, I wanted to further thank our  
external consultant Alison Eardley, the Steering Group 
Members and everyone in our community who  
contributed to this excellent outcome.   
RemembranceðIt was an enormous privilege to be 
able to lay a wreath at War Memorials in Holy Trinity 
Church, Bourton and Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock, on 
behalf of Much Wenlock Town Council for  
Remembrance Sunday, plus on Armistice Day in the 
Corn Exchange. I was also with some of the primary 
school children at the war graves on our Bridgnorth 
Road cemetery. Fellow Town Councillor Duncan White 
had his first duty as Mace Bearer and undertook this 
with dignity and respect.  Well done, and thank you to 
everyone who made these events happen.  
Advice surgeriesðMy next Advice Surgery is on  
Saturday, 10th January, between 10:30 a.m. and 12 
noon at Much Wenlock Museum. No appointment is 
necessary. I'll be joined by a Town Councillor and a 
representative from the Police.  
Wishing you all a very peaceful and relaxing festive 
season. 
Best Regards, 
Dan Thomas 

 
Thank you Lord for all those who help our  
community to run smoothly because of their jobs, 
voluntary work or neighbourliness. Help us to be  
supportive and encouraging and to step 
in to situations where we can serve. 
Bless our neighbours and strengthen 
those who are working in your name in 
order to bring healing and comfort to 
those in need.  
 
Lord, we believe that we can make a positive  
difference in the world by our attitudes and our  
interventions. Help us to become more aware of 
the wonder, beauty and vulnerability of your  
creation and to make every effort to cherish and 
protect it.  
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Letter from Westminster Much Wenlock  
Severn Hospice  

October has been Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I am 
inspired by how people have organised events,  
fundraised, and taken part in a range of activities to throw 
a spotlight on this vitally important issue. As part of my campaign, I 
have called for more Community Diagnostic Centres in rural areas 
and a Young Cancer Patient Travel Fund, after it emerged that local 
patients must travel 45 miles to access treatment in Birmingham. I 
was also delighted to meet with Ludlow League of Friends. I am 
committed to enhancing public services in South Shropshire,  
including our community hospitals. Having recently welcomed the 
news that Shropshire will become home to one of the first  
neighbourhood health services, I am campaigning to ensure  
community hospitals are at the heart of plans to make this a reality.  
   
This month I was proud to graduate from the Armed Forces  
Parliamentary Scheme's Strategic Command Course. The scheme 
aims to foster better quality debate around matters of defence by 
equipping Members of Parliament with first-hand experience of life 
in the Armed Forces. I will continue to work with colleagues across 
Parliament to ensure that our military has all the support it needs and 
will push the Government to up defence spending in line with NATO 
targets as soon as possible.    
 
In South Shropshire, I attended the official re-opening of Church 
Stretton Tennis Courts, following upgrades that were made possible 
by the last government's investment in grassroots sports via the Parks 
Tennis Funding Programme. Across the country, these upgrades have 
made tennis more enjoyable and accessible for people of all ages and 
backgrounds at more than 3,000 sites.   
  
I have enjoyed working with Shropshire Chamber of Commerce, 
which does so much to champion local industry. So, I was delighted 
to host a hospitality sector roundtable event with a host of brilliant 
local employers in Ludlow. Aprilôs hike in employer's National  
Insurance contributions has cost the sector Ã1 billion and resulted in 
89,000 job losses. I have written to the Chancellor in support of this 
sector, which supports 2,040 jobs in South Shropshire.  
 
Despite record investment by the last government in children with 
complex needs, rising demand has outpaced increases in government 
funding. In Shropshire alone, the number of children on education, 
health and care plans has tripled over the last five years. Now, 
planned reforms in council funding could worsen this problem in 
rural areas like Shropshire. I have called on Ministers to seize this 
opportunity to deliver a system that genuinely ensures that every 
child receives the right support to succeed in education and beyond.  
   
I was delighted to meet with Sanjay Johal from Flooded People UK, 
a national non-profit initiative led by a team with extensive  
experience in flood response and more than 40 years of experience in 
community engagement. They manage an online community which 
enables flood groups across the country to share advice with each 
other. They are one of several organisations that feature in my 'Be 
Winter Ready' Campaign, which aims to equip residents with the 
information they need as winter approaches.  
  
It was great to meet with representatives from the newly opened 
McDonalds restaurant in Bridgnorth. The new site will bring much 
needed business and revenue into the town whilst also creating 
multiple job opportunities for local residents. It was great to see that 
the restaurant is already up and running and busy. It was lovely to 
enjoy my classic go-to McDonaldôs order of a Big Mac and fries, and 
I hope to be back soon to sample their newly released "World Menu 
Heistò.   

  Stuart Anderson MP 
Member of Parliament for South Shropshire 

 

Telephone ï 01746 555025 
Email Address ï stuart.anderson.mp@parliament.uk 

Office Address ï 75a High Street, Bridgnorth, WV16 4DX  

The Much Wenlock Severn Hospice Support 
Group would like to wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmas and say a big thank you for all your 
support in 2025. 
 

At the end of a busy year we sold over Ã1000 
worth of Christmas cards - and made over Ã800 
at the coffee morning selling refreshments, on the 
raffle, through donations and through the sale of 
some lovely quilt-work. 
 

The income from further card sales and from the 
Winter Supper is still to be added so weôll report 
the grand total for the year after Christmas.  
 

Thank you again for your generosity in supporting 
us. 
 

Weôve already started planning events for 2026 
so watch this space in the new year. 

The Much Wenlock Probus 
Club is an association of retired or  
semi-retired gentlemen from all walks 
of life who meet up regularly, network,  
exchange stories and are entertained 

by a wide range of fascinating speakers. If youôre  
interested in learning more, contact the Hon.Sec.  
initially to arrange to join us at the Gaskell Arms 
on the 1st Thursday of every month (except  
August - 2nd Thurs) for a social lunch and get 
together. 
 

Stephen Pridmore (Hon. Sec.) 
Phone:  01952 727796 
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LETTER FROM HEREFORD DIOCESE 
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Not Christmas. 
Iôm not going to wish you a merry Christmas even 
though this is technically my last opportunity before 
the great day to infest the whole diocese with my 
festive cheer, at least in print. Please understand 
that it isnôt that I DONôT wish you a blessed and  
happy Christmas ï that would be unusual and  
distinctly unclerical, (not to mention untrue). But as I 
write this, the thoughtful season of advent has not 
even begun ï the time when we God-Botherers  
ponder how much we need a Saviour ï so I donôt 
want to ho ho ho at you just yet. I do hope that  
despite the chill in the air caused by national and 
global events you will avail yourselves when the 
time comes of all the hope and joy that your local 
church and community can muster. 
 
 

Advent is about looking at ourselves and at the 
world and realising just how much we need a  
Saviour. Christmas would be pointless if we didnôt - 
just a marketing ploy cooked up by sellers of toys, 
perfumes and frozen party nibbles to get us all to 
spend as much money as possible.  Letôs face it, if a 
fire engine screeched to a halt outside your house 
with sirens blaring and blue lights flashing you might 
wonder what it was doing there if your house was 
not on fire. You might be mildly interested but you 
would hardly celebrate your salvation! In the same 
way the baby whose birth we celebrate on  
Christmas Day and who we hail as Saviour is  
similarly baffling and underwhelming if you cannot 
see anything that we need saving from! 
 
 

Sometimes it seems easier to believe in evil than in 
God.  But if you do believe that evil exists ï if you 
see it in all its brutality in our daily news, if it touches 
you in grief, fear, loneliness, hatred, jealousy- then 
you may dimly begin to understand why we need 
our Saviour. If you look at the impact on individuals 
of national, international and corporate greed then 
you may begin to understand why we need our  
Saviour.  If you look at the wars devastating  
communities across the globe you will understand 
why we need our Saviour. If you dare to look into the 
devices and desires of your own heart you may 
begin to ruefully understand why you need a  
Saviour. 
 
 

Perhaps deep inside we all vaguely sense the need 
for a Saviour because we can all see what is wrong. 
It is only a step- a stride admittedly- from faintly 
sensing the need for a Saviour to considering that 
salvation might come from God and not human  
endeavour and then another step again to truly  
recognizing Him from the Christmas story repeated 
every year for 2 millennia by those persistent folk in 
the churches and deliciously enacted by our tiny 
children with tea towels on their heads. 
 
 

The Very Revd Sarah Brown 
Dean of Hereford 

MW YOUNG  
FARMERS CLUB 

The last month has been very exciting for the club 
with our new members evening that saw new  
members flocking to Harley Village Hall to see what it 
was all about. The total of 18 new members in  
attendance was very uplifting for the club. This was 
warming to see them return for the nights of going to 
Micky Millers, Craven Arms, as a social with other 
clubs with a great overall turnout and fun had by all! 
 

The time of year for pumpkin carving was another  
social with neighbouring clubs Bridgnorth and 
Rushbury and Cardington where we can show off  
creative skills and socialise at the sane time. Thank 
you to Rushbury and Cardington for hosting this social 
for us. 
 

The 25th October saw the County AGM which was 
our Millie Preeceôs final act as Shropshire YFC County 
Chairlady with her year coming to a close the club 
was rewarded with being Top of the Competitions 
League for the 5 smallest clubs and also joining 
Rushbury and Cardington for the joint Mens Tug Of 
War team for the first place trophy. Well done to Millie 
for such a fantastic year we are super proud to have 
the most enthusiastic chairman that the county has 
ever seen! 
 

On the 17th November the club have a talk from one 
of the last yearôs chosen charities which is Spirit -  
spinal injuries charity. This will be great to see where 
the money raised from last yearôs muck lug will go and 
how it will be used. 
 

The top table are enthusiastic about the end of 2025 
and are putting meetings in place for the festive period 
to include a members Christmas meal with details 
TBC, and other exciting plans. 
 

Any questions please contact us on our social  
platforms  

Richard Ratcliffe  07432 192059 
richardhcratcliffe@gmail.com 

Christmas is coming. Itôs all such a rush ï planning, 
shopping, spending, wrapping, posting, stressing! 
Whatôs it all about? Lord, help us, in all the rat-race 
busyness, to make time to focus on that baby at the 
centre of it all. That baby who is Your Son, who was 
with You in the beginning and who, with You, created 
all things; that baby who brings life and light and 
hope and salvation; that baby who was and is Jesus, 
God, made man.  
 

Lord, we thank You for that baby-gift to us ï the 
greatest gift there has ever been. Thank You that 
because He came, grew up, lived, died and rose 
again, there is light in the darkness of this worldôs 
mess ï light that can never be put out, that evil can 
never overcome. Jesus is the Light of the World.  
Putting our trust in Him, we thank You Lord, for 
Christmas ï for Your grace and love for us. In Jesusô 
name. Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 

tel:07432192059
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Much Wenlock Annual Christmas Tree and Angel Festival.   
6th to 14th December 2025 

 

Our annual Christmas Tree Festival will run, in church between the 6th and 14th December 2025.   
This year, alongside the trees, we are encouraging everyone to make and display angels.   
They can be of all sizes and shapes and made out of anything you wish. They can be on the trees 
or completely free standing or even suspended.  
We encourage anyone and everyone to take part.  Individuals, school, church 
groups, charities and local businesses.  We want to fill the church with colour 
and light to wow the hundreds or people we know visit the church during the 
festival.  
The more trees and angels we have and the more imaginative they are the 
better.  

We will set up the boards on the pews to stand your trees and display your angels, 
all we ask is that: 
*you set up on Friday the 5th December and take down your exhibits on Monday the 

15th,  

*you provide your own tree (maximum 6ft), and battery lights and spare batteries.  

Iôm afraid that the few spare trees we kept in church became fodder for local  

communities of mice and have had to be disposed of,  

*and you bring along a free-standing card or similar describing your exhibit and who 

has made it.  

If want more information please contact me, Richard Hawthorn, on ra.hawthorn@btinternet.com or 
see me after church on Sunday mornings ï Iôm there most weeks. 
The Church will be open through the week 10 to 4pm.   
 

There will also be  
 A Review Evening with refreshments on Tuesday 9th December at 7 pm  

with light entertainment provided by the Salvation Army,  

during which you can enjoy the exhibits at your leisure  

And            The informal candlelit óCarols for Allô event at 5pm on Friday 12th December  
led by choirs from the local schools.   

Itôs a brilliant opportunity for you to bring along a friend or neighbour  

who may not otherwise visit church over Christmas.  

We will be raising funds through the festival for the  
Shrewsbury Ark and the Much Wenlock First Responders.  

 

NB I will separately be asking for help to ensure that we have at least 2 people in church through 
the whole of the festival week to welcome our visitors, so please do put the dates in your diary.   

mailto:ra.hawthorn@btinternet.com
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CUAN WILDLIFE RESCUE  
As we are now in the autumn season it 
means that admissions have slowed 
down somewhat in our wildlife hospital, 
compared to the utter madness and  
chaos of the summer months - during 
August alone we admitted 856 animals and birds 
and handled 2812 telephone calls!   
We have recently successfully released the famous 
ñNewport cygnetsò that were hatched and raised 
here at Cuan, they have been ringed, are being 
monitored at a private pool and are doing well,  
starting to show their adult white feathers, a  
wonderful result from such a sad beginning.   
Our most recent big news is that we have welcomed 
a new Patron to Cuan, alongside Dame Joanna 
Lumley and Gabrielle Drake.  Jamie Smart, ñEagle 
Eyed Girlò, at just 10 years old, is an award winning 
wildlife photographer and is fast becoming famous in 
the world of photography, videos and Podcasts all 
about wildlife, conservation and the environment.  
We were thrilled to welcome Jamie and her family to 
Cuan for a visit recently.  Jamieôs values align with 
those of our wildlife rescue centre and we very much 
look forward to working with her in the future.  Take 
a look at our social media pages to see the video of 
Jamieôs visit to us!  For more information about  
Jamie and her work, please visit her website, 
www.eagleeyedgirl.co.uk 
We are very excited to announce an upcoming event 
sure to be incredibly popular, ñAn Evening with the 
Founder of Cuan Wildlife Rescue ï From Personal 
Journey to Wildlife Rescue.ò  Megan Morris-Jones 
will be sharing stories from her personal life,  
sometimes sad, often humorous and always deeply 
emotional ï a journey of challenges, triumphs and 
unforgettable encounters with wildlife.  Come along 
and find out what shaped this remarkable woman to 
create one of the UKôs largest wildlife rescue  
charities, which is based here in Much Wenlock.  
This will take place at The Edge Arts Centre, Much 
Wenlock, TF13 6NB, on Friday 9th January at 
7.30pm.  Tickets are just Ã15 (concessions Ã12), 
with group booking discounts available.  Buy your 
tickets at Ticketsource.co.uk ï search Much 
Wenlock.  All proceeds from this event will support 
the ongoing rescue and rehabilitation of sick, injured 
and orphaned wildlife.  We hope to see you there, 
for what promises to be an inspirational evening of 
storytelling. 
As we approach the festive season, have you been 
into our local charity shop to see the NEW Christmas 
Cards and Calendars we have on sale?  We have 
updated our range of Christmas Cards with 7 new 
designs, Ã4.50 per pack of 10, and our 2026  
calendars have some truly amazing wildlife  
photographs. Ã10.  As always, we will be having a 
stall at the Much Wenlock Christmas Fayre, so hope 
to see lots of you there for mince pies and mulled 
wine! 
For all animal enquiries or to contact our wildlife  
hospital, please phone 01952 728070, for  
fundraising queries please email Tina at  
fundraisingcwr@gmail.com 

The Cavalier Centre 
Your Community Hub- for Everyone 

The Cavalier Centre- Your Community Hub- for Everyone 
The Cavalier Centre is a fully accessible state of the art  
equestrian facility located just outside Much Wenlock, in the 
beautiful Shropshire countryside,  The centre offers inclusive 
horse-based activities such as riding, carriage driving, and horse 
care, supported by volunteers and team members. We specialise 
in programmes to help people develop life skills and enhance 
their mental health.  In addition, the Centre offers events to  
enrich the lives of everyone in our local community - with or 
without disability.  In recent weeks we have offered wreath-
making workshops, Halloween fun activities with the ponies, a 
gymkhana and much more! 
We would like to invite you to a fabulous and unique event this 
Christmas- our Extravaganza Show!  Please see below and book 
your tickets before they go!  Any queries please contact Centre 
Managers hayley@cavaliercentre.org.uk or 
clare@cavaliercentre.org.uk  

EXTRAVAGANZA SHOW 
13th & 14th December 

The Cavalier Centre, Bradley Farm, Farley 
TF13 6PE 

Join us for óA Christmas Storybook Adventureô 
A magical family show featuring trick riding, 

liberty acts, stunts and comedy that retells beloved  
Christmas tales.  Expect a surprise visit from The Crinch and a 
horse-drawn sleigh.  

M  W   C   

Christmas & New Year 2025 Practice Opening 
Hours: 
Wednesday 24th December 2025   
Much Wenlock Practice ï 08.00 ï 6.30pm 
Cressage Practice ï 08:30 ï 13:00* 
*Please ensure you collect medication from 
Cressage before 1.00pm 
 

Thursday 25th December 2025 ï Sunday 28th  
December 2025 - Practice closed.  
For medical assistance please contact 111 or in case 
of an emergency please contact 999. 
 

Monday 29th December 2025 - Wednesday 31st De-
cember 2025 - Much Wenlock open as usual from 
08.00am and Cressage open from 08.30am 
 

Thursday 1st January 2026 - Practice closed.   
For medical assistance please contact 111 or in the 
case of an emergency please contact 999. 
 

Friday 2nd January 2026- Much Wenlock open as 
usual from 08.00am and Cressage open from 
08.30am 
We would like to wish all our patients a very  
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New 

Year. 

Carer Connect: 
Carer connect is a support group dedicated to our unpaid  
carers and those they care for. It provides an opportunity to 
meet other carers and to connect with support services within 
the community. Carer Connect meet at Priory Hall, Much 
Wenlock on the first Tuesday of the month 2pm-4pm.  
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 Editor:    Eirwen Kinna,  
01522 884664  

(Please leave a message if answer 
phone is on) 

editor@wenlockherald.co.uk 

The Editor reserves the right to 
monitor received items.  The Editor 
and Management Committee wish 
to point out that they accept no 
responsibility for the quality or 

reliability of 
Advertisers work or 
their products and 
editorial content is 
not necessarily the 
views of the 
Committee. 

     

  12th 

 NOV 
 

CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

27th Nov Christmas Lights (11) 

28th Nov to 6th Scouts Christmas Post Delivery (9) 

29th Nov Come & Sing Evensong at Much Wenlock Church (15) 

29th Nov Hughley Village Church Cake & Craft Stall (5) 

29th Nov William Brookes School Christmas Fayre (13) 

 

 

1st Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

2nd Tues Brockton & District WI (9) 

3rd Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) 

3rd Wed Shipton Village Hall Family Fun Quiz (6) 

4th Thurs The Edge Arts Centre (13) Town Council Meeting (11) 

4th Wed Pray and Share for the Climate (4) 

5th Fri The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

6th Sat Christmas Fayre (11) Harley Festival of Light (7) 

6th to 14th      Holy Trinity Christmas Tree & Angel Festival (17) 

7th Sun Harley Nativity Service (7) 

8th Mon The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

9th Tues Christmas Tree Review Evening  & Salvation Army (17) 

10th Wed U3A  (5) 

11th Thurs Cressage and District WI (9)  Singing for Fun (5) 

12th Fri Food Bank Drop Collection (5)  Holy Trinity Carols for All (17) 

12th Fri The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

13th & 14th   Cavalier Centre Extravaganza Show (18) 

13th Sat Carols & More at Much Wenlock Church (15) 

13th Sat The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

14th Sun MW Methodist Church Carol Service (4) 

16th Tues Butty Van (7) 

17th Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) MW Women's Institute (5) 

18th Thurs Mothers' Union (8) 

19th Fri Food Bank Drop Collection (5) 

20th Sat Lady Forester Nursing Home (13) The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

25th Thurs MW Methodist Church Christmas Day Service (4) 

 

 

6th Tues Male Voice Choir (8) 

7th Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7)  Pray and Share for the  

 Climate (4) 

8th Thurs Cressage and District WI (9)  Town Council Meeting (11) 

  Singing for Fun (5) 

9th Fri An Evening with the Founder of Cuan Wildlife Rescue (20) 

  Holy Trinity Soup Lunch (6)   The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

10th Sat Cllr Dan Thomas's Surgery (14) Stanton Long Soup Lunch (7) 

  Telford Stamp, Card and Coin Club (9)  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

  Council Surgery (11/14) 

14th Wed U3A  (5) 

15th Thurs Butty Van (7)   Flower Guild AGM (9) Mothers' Union (8) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

16th Fri Bowling Club AGM (6)  Cound Wine Tasting Evening (10) 

  The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

20th Thurs The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

21st Wed  Coffee, Chat and Carpet Bowls (7) MW Women's Institute (5) 

23rd Fri Flicks in the Sticks (10) 

30th Fri The Edge Arts Centre (13) 

DECEMBER 2025   

Wenlock  

Herald  
Grateful thanks to all those 
who have contributed to the 
running costs of the Herald:  
Olympian Society. J&D Turner, 
L Forrester, Ann & David Lloyd  
Anyone who wishes to  
contribute to the Herald in  

appreciation of the magazine 

please send your donations  

direct to our bank  

Name of Account: P.C.C. Much 

Wenlock with Bourton  

Bank: CAF Bank   

Sort Code 40 52 40 

A/c No. 00012460  

Treasurer: Mr Andrew Ramsay 

(07775 567654  )  

ajruk@live.co.uk  

1 Manor House Close, Much 

Wenlock. TF13 6LZ  
 

Please send all editorial 
items to the Editor by email, 
no later than the date 
shown below.  
The magazine is printed each 
month (except when there is a  
double issue:   
August/September and  
December/January).   
Advertisements:  Requests,  
invoice queries or alterations to 
the editor@wenlockherald.co.uk  
Distribution: Any queries  
concerning delivery or help with 
distribution, please contact  
Sally Cooper 01952 727341  

  12th 

 JAN
  

JANUARY 2026  
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MUCH WENLOCK & CRESSAGE MEDICAL PRACTICE 
www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk 

01952 726011 for both surgeries 

Appointments Available: 
 

Much Wenlock: Monday to Friday am/pm 
 

Cressage: Monday to Thursday am/pm, Friday am 
 

Same Day appointments are available at both 
sites Monday to Friday please ring from 8.30am. 
Telephone consultations available each day at 
both sites. 
 

Emergency Appointments: At the discretion of 
the duty doctor, a number of emergency  
appointments are available each afternoon at 
Much Wenlock. 

Visits:  
 

To request a visit for housebound and  
seriously ill patients, please contact the 
surgery before 10.00 am where possible. 
 

Nurse Led Clinics: 
Nurse led appointments for monitoring asthma, 
diabetes and COPD together with child  
immunisation and travel immunisation clinics are 
available. 
 

Nurse Led Triage Service: 
Telephone service run daily for advice, where 
possible, for advice on test results, immunisation 
queries and general health queries. 

Contacting the Practice: 
For same day/urgent appointments or home visit 
requests, please ring the Practice from  8.30 am 
For routine appointments, please ring after  
9.00 am (to avoid congestion on the phone  
system for those patients needing a same day 
appointment) 
General enquiries, please ring after 10.00 am 
For test results please ring after 2.00 pm 

 

West Mercia  
Womenôs Aid 

 

24 hour Domestic Violence  
Helpline 

0800 783 1359   
 

Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin 

 

Providing affordable local door 
to door transport for individuals 
unable to access existing public 
transport.  Spacious fourteen 
seat minibus with tail life, fully 
equipped and wheel chair  

accessible. 
Group hire for non profit  
organisations based in the  

Corvedale area 

D   
are óhousedô at The Priory Hall; The Fire Station, Smithfield Road; 

The Leisure Centre, William Brookes School; Pinefields 
Community Room; High Street (under the Corn Exchange); 
Cricket Pavillion: Brockton CofE Primary School; Church Preen 
Village Hall. Easthope (phone box); Kenley School Room; Shipton 
Village Hall; Stanton Long (phone box); Presthope Grange 

Residential Park Home Site (Before No1 Red Admiral Way TF13 
6FG); former Post Office building in Bourton.  

Much Wenlock and Cressage Compassionate  
Communities (CoCo) 

 

Due to increased demand, we need more Coco volunteers 
Coco volunteers provide companionship and a willingness to help  
people in practical ways.  This could be helping with paperwork,  
collecting prescriptions, shopping together, befriending, walking a dog 
or feeding a cat; anything that the person and their volunteer agree 
might be helpful.  If you are able to support someone in the community, 
please contact the surgery for more information on 01952 726011. 

Housing Support  
Service 

Shropshire Housing Group 
and the  

SUSTAIN Consortium 
The support  service offers local 
residents help with housing  

related issues.   
We aim to  

enable people of all ages and  
backgrounds to maintain 
 independence in their own 
homes and develop the skills 
and confidence to become 
more involved in the ommunity 

if they wish to.  
Contact The Housing Support 
Officer:  07582 004047  

CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

Prescription Ordering: 
Please order your repeat medication when 
you have 7 days of medication left and 
allow 5 working days for your request to be 
processed. You are able to order repeat 
medications online through the NHS App 
or via Patient Access. Paper requests can 
be dropped off in the box provided outside 
the Practice or at Much Wenlock  
Pharmacy; please use the right-hand side 
of your prescription form to indicate which 
medications you need.  
Please note that our reception staff do not 
take medication requests over the  
telephone or via email. 

WENLOCK FORESTER  
TRUST  

GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

Improving life  
for the elderly in the  
Much Wenlock area 
Registered Charity No: 1140882 

 

The Trust invites  
applications for grants with 
its Objectives requiring that 
these must be for the relief 
of financial hardship,  
sickness and poor health 
amongst elderly people in 
and around Much Wenlock 
but also within Shropshire, 
but not from elsewhere. 
 
 
 

Applications for projects that 
might benefit a number of  
individuals will be welcomed 
by the Trustees.   
 
 
 

Applications forms can be  
obtained from the Trustôs  
website at 
 

www.mwfctrust.com or email 
to mwfctrust@gmail.com  or  
 

telephone the Trustôs  
Chairman,  
Mark Laws 07703 114823  

Carer Connect 
A community group dedicated to 
our unpaid carers; providing an 
opportunity to connect with other 
carers and local support  

services. 
Meeting on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at Priory Hall - from 

2pm until 4pm. 
Carers can attend alone or with 
the person they care for. 
Refreshments are provided. 
Please contact Jo at the surgery 
for more information on  
01952 726011. 

http://www.muchwenlockandcressagemp.co.uk/
mailto:mwfctrust@gmail.com
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CLOSING DATE for February edition is 12th January 

Accommodation, Food and Drink 
Eaton Manor (4) Tea on The Square (6)  The Gaskell 
Arms (11) Takeaway (2) 
 

Builders and Decorators 
Brian McAvoy(12) Olive Interiors Painting & Decorating 
(4) Much Wenlock Roofing (3) DP Plastering (9) DWS  
Property Services (9) James Corfield Contracting Ltd (13)
Rex Titley (8)  SMB - Steve Mitton (1) TBC Building  
Contractors (7) WMB  Building (8) 
 

Care and Education 
Brockton Preschool (8)  Church Preen Pre-School &  
Primary School (3) Inspiring Maths Tutor - Bob Stirling (8) 
Home Instead (7) Little Willows Nursery  Much Wenlock
(6)  Maths Tutor (5) New Chapters Fostercare (12) 
Oran Stafford Tutoring Service (4) 
 

Carpentry and Joinery 
A & M Joinery (2) Select Joinery (5) Wrekin Wood (6) 
 

Cleaning Services 
Annôs Household Cleaning Service (10)   Oven Valeting 
Service (4)  
 

Computer Services 
Personal Computer Clinic (2)  

 

Electricians 
Copeland Electricals (3) E W Humphries (3)   
 

Garden and Landscape Services 
Brian Merrick Xternal-Designs (4)  Gary Pearce (8)  
GL Landscaping (4)  Groundhogs (9) Harley Nursery (11) 
Joffrey Watson Tree Surgeon (2) Peter Marlow (10) 
Shropshire Lawn Company (7) Stephen Gregory (6)  The 
Tree Man (10) Tracy Blackband Garden Designs (3) 
 

Hairdressing  
Dads & Lads (1)  The Salon (5) Vivianôs Mobile  
Hairdressing (9) 
 

Health and Therapy 
Clare Darbyshire (Optician) (11) Karen Hearle Abbey 
Chiropodist (1) Move it or Lose it (12) Pure Wellness (7) 
Shropshire Foot Practice (4) The Body Clinic (3) Wenlock 
Pharmacy (2) Wenlock Nero Physio (9) 
 

Household Services 
Man with a Van (3) Kestrel Homes (5) Local Handyman 
(8) JCJ Pest Control (6) Logs2Your Door (11) Logs for 
Sale - The Tree Man (10)  Richard Brassington -  
Chimney Sweep (5) Robôs Maintenance Services (11)  
S L Coldicott Roofing Contractor (3) Smallshaws Ridge 
Fuels - Coal Merchant (1) Stanton Sweeps (7)  Tele-Satt 
Aerial (12) 
 
 
 
 

Legal and Professional Services 
BRP Architecure Ltd (12) Fodens Solicitors (2) Linguist (3) 
Independent Speech & Language Therapist (12) Maws  
Gallery (Picture Framer) (4)  Northwood & Sons (Funeral 
Directors) (4)  Starla Services (13) Stephanie James  
Accountant (7) Stretton Masons (7) 
 

Miscellaneous Services 
Inspirational Projects (12) Lady Forester Trust (Charitable 
Trust) (5)  

 

Pets and Veterinary Services 
Priory Vets much Wenlock Ltd (12) Severn Edge (1)  
Southwater Veterinary Group (2) Much Wenlock Dog  
Walker (5) 
 

Plumbing and Heating 
Alan Hall (5)  Craig Mackender (3) Gosling Energy  
Solutions (2) James Elwell-Perfect Plumbing (6) J Morris 
Plumbing & Heating (4)  
 

Public Halls and Meeting Places 
Harley Village Hall (9) Methodist Church Hall (4) Much 
Wenlock Priory Hall (3)  

 

Retailers 
A Ryan and Son (Butchers) (11) Chemist - Wenlock  
Pharmacy (2) Memories Antiques & Collectables (7) Pig & 
Pie (6) The Pan Shop (1) 
 

Transport, Vehicles, Repairs and Services 
Drivetime School of Motoring (4) John Esp (3) Nick Cooke 
Car Repairs & Servicing (8) Remap & Service Experts Ltd 
(6) The Friendly Bus (10) Wenlock Motors (8) 
 

Windows and Doors 
Dudley's Glass (9) The Real Bridgnorth Windows (1)  
Trotfield Windows (6) 

ADVERTISING INDEX  
(Numbers in brackets represent Advert page - not editorial page)  
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YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR  
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Residence 9 windows - sliding 
sash windows - secondary 
glazingô composite doors -  
Bi-folding doors - orangeries - 
conservatories - porches -  
fascia soffitôs gutter - double 
glazing replacement units -
Aluminium windows and doors  

 
 

With over 21 years  
experience in the trade and 
100% customer satisfaction  
why go anywhere else? 

 
 

Call us on 01746 
762855 / 01746 769944 
for a free quotation 

 

Showrooms at  
Unit 10 Livestock &  

Auction Centre, Wenlock 
Road, Bridgnorth 
5 St Johns Hill,  

 
 

Shrewsbury - 01743 
365995  / 01743 271069 

 

www.bridgnorthwindows.co.uk 

FENSA 

Chiropodist 
Karen Hearle BSc MChS PhD 

Abbey Podiatry 
Registered - Health & Care Professions Council 

 
 
 
 

A professional medical service  
for all your foot care needs 

Home Visits or Clinic 
01743 354388 
07733 158985 

 

tŀƴ {ƘƻǇ 
RE-UPHOLSTERY AND 

ANTIQUES 
 

20 years experience. All upholstery needs 
catered for. We also buy and sell Antiques. 

House clearances undertaken. 
Call for free quotation. 

Tel: (01952) 883082 
Unit D1 Mawsô Craft Centre, 
Ferry Road, Jackfield 

 

Ad 1 

S.M.B 
(Steve Mitton Builder)  

*   Building Work inc. Traditional       
                 Renovations 
*  Windows * Roofing 
*  Fireplaces * Drainage Problems 
*  Dry Lining    * Sound Proofing  
*  Plastering  

Call Steve on 07968 142311 or 01746 785535 

email: builder_steve_mitton@yahoo.co.uk 

Over 40 years experience 
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A&M Joinery 
 

Members Institute of Carpenters 
 
 

 

General Carpenters & Joiners Work 
Undertaken 

Bespoke Joinery & Furniture 
Period Timber Frame Carpentry & Resolution 

 
 

Proprietors: Adam & Matthew Jeffs 
 

Tel/Fax: 01952 461870 
Mobile: 07834 150605 * Mobile: 07790 452612 

Email: aandmjoinery@live.co.uk 

Personal Computer Clinic Ltd 

¶ Server and Network Infrastructure  New & Used Computer Systems 

¶ Desktops, Notebooks, Tablets  Upgrades & Components 

¶ Repairs & Problem Solving, Virus Cleaning   Printers, Ink etc. 

¶ Broadband    Anti Virus / Internet Security 
 

92 Frankwell, Shrewsbury. SY3 8JS 

 

E.   keith@personalcomputerclinic.com T.   01743718388 
W.  www.personalcomputerclinic.com M.  07779018655 

Ad 2 

Pharmaceutical Chemists 
 

Friendly, helpful staff 
Health check services 
Consultation room 
Instore digital printing 

 

14 HIGH STREET 
MUCH WENLOCK 
Tel: (01952) 727253 

www.wenlockpharmacy.co.uk 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE  QUOTE AND EXPERT ADVICE  

07813 685 091   OR   01952 727 966  

 

 

 

*Based in Much Wenlock  *All aspects of Tree Surgery 
*Dangerous Tree Removal *Fruit Trees Pruned 
*TPO/Conservation Area Applications *Tree Reports 

 WAH LAI 
CHINESE TAKEAWAY 

7 High Street,  
Much Wenlock TF13 6AA 

01952 973248 
07398 576668  

Experience authentic flavours and 
fast service with Wahlaiôs  
delicious Chinese take away  
options.  Open 6 days a week. 
https://www.wahlai.co.uk 
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Alastair Humphries  
Mobile: 07970 486037  

 

 

N C EIC  
   
i 

Tiling  Å  Slating 
Flat Roofs Å Guttering 
UPVC Fascias Å Pointing 

 

Much Wenlock 

óSMALL JOBS ALWAYS WELCOME WITHô 

COPELAND ELECTRICALS 
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT 

 

* NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

* 24 Hour/7days a week 

* Local Low Cost Repairs 

* Over 10 years experience 

* Efficient/Reliable 

* FREE QUOTES 

* Fully Insured 

PART P 
BUILDING 

REGULATIONS 
REGISTERED 
WITH 

Call Dave on 07866 455993 
 01952404635  www.electricianintelford.com  

Special 
Rates  
for the 
Elderly 

Ad 3 

CRAIG MACKENDER HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 

SERVING AND REPAIR OF OIL/GAS/LPG BOILERS AND FIRES  
AGA AND RAYBURN SERVING AND REPAIR  

ENERGY EFFICIENT HEATING AND HOT WATER SYSTEMS FITTED  
LANDLORDS GAS AND OIL SAFTY CERT'S 
UNVENTED HOT WATER SPECIALIST  
ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  

NO JOB TO SMALL 
FREE QUOTES 

 

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED 
GAS SAFE 
182863 

 

CALL:  07929 095079           01746 789464    Email:craig-mack@live.co.uk 

Qualified linguist to teach 
French/German/Italian whether 
it be business or pleasure or 
private tuition for GCSE/A  
levels.    
Translations also undertaken.    

Please contact  
Rosemary Phillips at  
EUROCONNECTION on  
01746 783461 or 07973 

418322 or  
info@euroconnection-uk.co.uk 

www.klcompletebuildingsolutions.co.uk 

Call Kelvin on 

office 01952 962 596  

mobile 07969 994124 

info@klcompletebuildingsolutions.co.uk 

New builds  * Renovations   

Roofing  *  Extensions   

Driveways  * Patios 

Stonemasonry  *  Kitchens   

Bathrooms 

complete building solutions   

MUCH WENLOCK PRIORY HALL  
CENTRALLY LOCATED COMMUNITY HALL  
WITH ATTRACTIVE, FLEXIBLE SPACE,  

EXCELLENT KITCHEN & TOILET FACILITIES 
 

Contact the Bookings Secretary, Di Theobalds,   
for further information and details of charges:  

muchwenlockprioryhallbookings@btinternet.com (preferred) 
07595 923506 (emergencies only) 

www.muchwenlockprioryhall.co.uk   Facebook: MuchWenlockPrioryHall 

 

CAR SALES 
All makes and models  
supplied new or used 

Clean cars bought for cash 

 
(01952) 510876 

Mobile: 0781 3262027 

http://www.eleciricianintelford.com/

